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- 5© che publil hinge thereof 
FTIR might doe good vnto 0+ 
thers, haue vied to Dedicate their Labours 
*toſome one, or other, vnder whofe coun- 
renance, and protection the ſame might go 
foorth, and beethe better lyked, and recey- 
uedofallmen: Whiche is the cauſe that I 
haue made bolde to inſcribe this TreaT5E, 
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THE EPISTLE. 


ſuch as it is, voto your Honour, vpon hope 
of fauourable allowance, and Patronage, ; 
whiche I inſtanthie craue, and cntreat, and 
With all, that in the readinge thereof, your 
Honour wouJd voucheſaute to remember, 
that it concerneth thoſe men, and that olde 
and auncientlic renoumpned Companie of 
MERCHAVNTES ADVENTVRERS, 
which was ſo well eſteemed of, and highlie 
fauoured by your late right Honorable Fa- 
ther, of woorthie memoric, vnto whome 
as God hath appointed your Honour to be 
a Succeſlour in manie excellent thinges of 
this life, whether wee regarde the Honou- 
cable Places, wherevnto you are called in 
the Gouuernement of the State, or the yer-. 
cues, and qualities fitt for ſo waightie a cal- 
| ; linge, wherewith you are endevved , So it 
Z may pleaſe your Honour to take vnto you 
this Succeſsion alſo, to wittey the dewrifull 
Obſervancie, and Promptitude, which the 
faid Companiealwayes t hewed towardes 
your ſaid right Honourable Fathers _ 
| | an 


THE EFEPISTAE. 
and which they alſo ſtande readie,and defi- 


rousto preſent, & performe vnto your Hos 


nourto their beſt power,andabilitie, 
I am not ignorant alſo, thatitis the man- 
ner of Writers,to fill vp the greateſt parte of 
their Przfaces with the ——_ and comen- 
dations of thoſe, towh>5r they Dedicate 
their Trauailes,and ſurehie this Revvard ſec- 
meth to bee dew ynrta true \ :rtue, that the 
Memorie thereof {hould be © conſecrated 
to Poſteritie, which can not be performed 


by anie Monument better, then by Bookes: 


And albeit, withour all Glofinge, or coun- 
terfeyring, I haue heere in veriedeed a large 
fielde of your Honours prayles offered vn- 
to mee, yet becauſe my fimplicitie not one- 
lie abhorreth all Adulation, but with all all 
kinde of Fawninge, or flatteringe ſpeeche, 
and that your Honours {ingulare Modeſtie, 
15 wonte, not to abide anie thing lefle, then 
even the modeſteſt commendations, I will 
lett paſſe the ſame, and come vnto the han- 
dlinge of the enſuing Treatice, which with 
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—_—. THE EPISTLE. 
myſclfel humblierecommende vnto yout 
Honours good fauour, and fo beſcechethe 


Almightie to bleſſe,and keepe your Honor. 
eAMiddelbrough the vi of Iune 16 01, 


Your Honors with his 
ſeruice at commandment, 


: Tohn IWheeler. 
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A Treatiſe of Commerce, where- 


inare { hewed the commodities. ariſing by 
a well-ordred and ruled Trade, ſuch as that of the 
Socictie of HM ARCHANTS LADVENTYRERS is 
prooved to bee, Written principallie for the better 
information of thoſe who doubt of the Neceſſarienes 
of the ſatd Societie in the ſlate of the Realme 
of England: By Tonn Wants, 
Secretarie to the ſaide Socic- 
H1e_. 


Pita Civiles in Societate et, Societas im Imperio, 
Commercio. 


Commercio Gertes mare,montibuſy, diſcrete miſcen- 
tur,ut god w/qua naſcitur, apud omnes affinat, 


2IF Ht xs betwoopointes about 
22 the which the Royal office, and 
bÞ. >, adminiſtration of a Prince, is 
A 7 wholy employed, to wit,about 
> 2 the Gouucrnement of the Per- 
| $722) LE28D } lonsof men,next of Things c0- 
PLETE SeRycnicntand fitt for the mainte- 
nauncc of Humane ſocictie: wherein principally the 
civilelite conſiſteth,and hath herbeing: And there- 
fore the Prince that loveth the Policie,and ruleth by 
B ſage 


Z > a0 RBMTIFE 
ſage and good councell, isto conſtitute and appoint 
certaine Lawes,and ordinarie Rules, both inthe one 
and the other of the aboucſaid pointes, and clpecial- 
 liein the firſt,as the chieteſt , which is coverſant and 
occupicd about the inſtitutis of the perſons of men 
in Pictie,civile converſation in maners,and facion of 
life,and finalliein the mutual dewtie of Equitie, and 
Charitic one towardes another : of the which my 
' Purpoſe is not to intreat, but ſomewhat of that other 
point, namely the gouvernement of Things conve- 
nient, and fittfor the maintenance of Humane $So- 
Cictie : wherevnto mens actions and affections are 
chicflie direted, and whereabouts they beſtow and 
employe not onely the quickenes and induſtrie of 
their ſpirites, but alſo the labour and travaile of their 
handes, and ſides : that fo they may drawe. from 
thence cither commoditie or pleafure,or at leaftwiſc 
therby ſupplic,helpe,& turniſh their ſeveral wantes, 
and neceſſities: From hence, as trom a root or foun- 
taine firſt proceedeth the eſtate of 31archandiſe, and 
then conſequentlic in a rowe, ſo manie,diverle, and 
ſundrie Artes, as weſce in the worlde. At which it 
ſhould ſcemethatman beginneth the train,or courſe 
of his life, and therein fir{tof all diſcovereth not on- 
lie the dexteritic and ſharpenes of his witt, but with- 
all that naughtines & corruption which is naturalhe 
in him : for there is nothing in the world ſo ordina- 
r1e, and naturall vnto men,as to contract, truck, mer- 
chandiſe,and trafhcque one with an other, ſo that it 


55 almoſt vnpoſlible tor three perſons to converſe to- 
gcther 


OF COMMERCE. 2 

_ two houres,but they wil fall into talke of one 
argaine or another, chopping , changing, or ſome 
other kinde of contract . Children, afloone as cuer 
their tongues are atlibertic, doe ſeaſon their ſportes 
with ſome merchandiſc,or other, and whe they goe 
to ſchoole,nothing is{o common among them,as to 
chaunge,and rechaunge,buye and (ell of that, which 
they bring from home with them : the Prince with 
his ſubiects,the Maiſter with his ſeruants,one freend 
and acquaintaunce with another,the Captaine with 
his ſouldiers, the Huſ band with his wite, Women 
with,and among them ſclues, and in a woord,all the 
world choppeth and chaungeth,runneth and raveth 
after Martcs, Markettes, and Marchandifing, fo that 


all things come into Commerce,and paſſe into Tra- 


ficque (ina maner) in all times, and in all places: not 
onely that, which Nature bringeth foorth, as the 
fruites of the earth, the beaſtes, and living creatures 
with their ſpoiles,ſkinnes,and caſes,the metalles,mi- 
neralles,& ſuch like things, but further alſo,this man 
maketh merchandiſe of the workes of his owne 
handes,this man ofanother mans labour, one ſclleth 
woordes,another maketh trafhcque of the skins,and 
blood of other men, yea there are ſome foiid fo ſub. 
tilland cunning merchantes,that they perſwade and 
induce men to ſuffer them ſelves to bee bought and 
folde,and we haue ſeene in our time enowe,and too. 
manie, whiche haue made marchandiſe of mens 
ſoules : to conclude, all that a man worketh with his 


hand, or diſcourſeth in his ſpirit, is nothing elſe bur 
B 2 Mat» 
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marchandiſe, and atriall to put in practiſe the Cort. 
trictcs, which the Legiſtes8& men (| kiltul in the Jawes 
knew not to nancotherwilh the thus: Po ui des Fa- 
coi facrzs: the which wordes in eftet comprehend 6 
in them all N- gotiations,or Trafhques whatſocuer, 
and are none- 0: ther thing but meer matter of mar- 
chand:ic,and Commerds: Now albcit this affection 
be in !! perſons generallie both high and low, yct 
therearc of the notablcſt, and principallcſt Traffic- 
quers whichare aſhamed, and thinke ſcorne to bee 
called Marchantes : whereas i in deede Marchandiſe 


Cimnia 


to. f 2. Which is vicd by way of proper vacatio, being right- 
<aaauie, Jie conftdeted of,is not to be deſpiſed, or 4 f 
ted baſc by men of 1udgement, but to the contrarie, | 


by manic reaſons and examples i itis to be prooved, 
that the eſtate is honorable,& may bee exerciſed not 
only of thoſe of the third eſtate (as we tearme them) 
but alſo by the Nobles, and chictcſt meg of this 
Realme with commendable profite, and wjthout a- * 
nic derogation totheir Nobilitics, high Degrees, & 
conditions : With what great good t ro their States, 
honors,& enriching of themſclucs and their Coun- 
reis, the Venetians, Floretines,Genoueſes,and our neigh- 
bours the Hollanders, haue vſed this trade of lite, who 
knoweth not? or hauing ſeene the beautie,ſtrength, 
opulencie, and populouſenes of the aboueſaid Ci- 
tties, and Provinces wondreth not thereat? Was not 
this the firſt ſteppe, and entrie of the Kinges of Por- 
t«zall vnto the kingdomes, and Riches of the Eaſt £ 
Sobm in his youth, gauc him {clte to the feat of _— 
CAR- 
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chandiſe; and in his time ſaith Plurarch (bringing He- 
fiedus tor his Authour) there was none eſtate of life Piot-invita 
reprochfull,neither Art, or occupation, that did put © 
dittcrenceberweene men, but rather which is more, . 
CHerchandiſe was accompred an honourable tning, 
2s that whiche miniſtred the meanes to haunt, and 
trathcque with Barbarous Nations, to procure the 
friend{hip of Princes, and to gaigne expcricnce in 
many matters : in ſo much ( layeth hee) that there 
haue been Merchants, which were founders of great 
Citties, as he was that founded Marſeilles in France: 
The wile Thales Hitleſiues did allo exerciſe Merchan- 
' diſc, likewiſe Hippocrates and Plato defrayed the char- 
'N ges ofa voyage, whiche hee made in Egypr, with the 
monie which he got there by ſelling of oyle: Sothat 
it appcareth, that not onely a Prince may vle this 
kinde of men, I meane Merchants, to the great be- 
nefite, and good of his ſtate, either for forreigne in- 
eclligence,or exploration, or for the opening of an 
centric and pafſage vnto vnknowen and farre diſtant 
partes,or for the furniſhing of monic,and other pro- 
viſions in time of warres,and dearth, or laſtly,tor the 
ſervice and honor ofthe Prince, andCoinricabroad 
atall times requiſite, and expedient, but alſo this 
kinde of life may be exerciſed and vied with com- 
mendation, and without loffe of one jote of honor 
in thoſe, who are honorable, or of eminent degree, 
as aforeſaid : Wherevnto I adde this further, that 
without Merchandite, no caſe or commodious li. 
ying continueth long in anie ſtate, or common 
P 3 wealth, 
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vicalth, no not loyaltie, or equitic it ſelte, or vypright 
dealing. Therfore herein alſo,as in the former point, 
_ good order and rule is to be fet, where it 1s wanting, 
or where it is alreadiceſtabliſhed, there it ought to 
be preſerved : for the maintenance of ſo neceſlarie, 
=_— : and bencficiall an eſtate in the common Wealth, by 
: conſtituting meet and well proportioned ordinaces 
b- | ouer the ſame, & over thoſe things, which are thetc- 
vpon depending, betweene the Matchantes, and 
thoſe things, which are marchandized, or handled 
likewiſe with covenable,and well appropriated Ma- 
giſtrates, and overſeers for the maintenance, and ex- 
_ecution of the ſaid ordinances. For it is very certain 
and true, that ſine imperio nec domus vila, nec Crvitas,nee 
Gens, nec Societas, nec hominum vniuerſum genus ſtare, 
nec rerum natura omnis, nec Mundus ipſe pete#t Cc. 
The peaceable, politike, and Riche Prince vs; 
Henrie the ſeventh, well marking the trueth hereof, 
and perceiuing that as in former times, ſo in his,ma- 
nic diſturbances, grievances and damages had befal. 
len to, andamong the Engliſhe Merchantes his ſub- 
tectes, trading into the lowe Countries, ob defectum 
- = boni Regiminis, tooke order for the ſame, as well by 
confirming the auncient Charters of his Predecel- 
fours, Kings of England vnto the Societie of M, M. 
. Adventurers, as alſo by adding therevnto newe, 
whereby he ſo ſtrengthned,and enlarged the autho. 
ritie, and Priviledges of the ſaide Fellowſhippe, that 
cuer ſince the ſame hath floriſhed in great proſperi- 


tic, and wealth, and out of it ( as out of a plentifull , 
Nour. 
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Nourcerie) haue ſprong and proceeded almoſt all 
the principall Merchants of this Realm, at leaſt ſuch 
Companies, as haue ariſen fince, haue for the moſt 
part, terched theirlight, patterne, and forme of poli- 
cicand trade from the ſaid Societie to the incſtima- 
ble good and commoditie of this Realme, our na- 
tiue Countrie: ſo that to change this courſe were to 
rcturne to the olde cotufion,and diforder,and with- 
all to bereave the lande of ſo neceſſaric and ſeruicea- f 
blean eſtate, as Merchandiſe ts. | 
Whatſoever is commendable,or is ſaid of the beſt 
founded Companies, or Merchauntes in generall, | 
maketh alſo for the Companie of Merchantes Ad- | 1 
uenturers ſpecialltie: howbeit theſe things are perti- | 
cularlic for our purpoſe to be conſidered in this C6- 
anie : The fir#t Iniitution : The Auncient eflimatin it 
hath had : The [late and Gorfvernement of it, and ſuch be. 
nefites, as erowe to the Realme by the maintenance of it. © © 


{1 
| 


Of the firit In5titution of the Fellow- 


ſhippe or Companie of Marchantes Adventurers, 
and the cauſes thereof. 


= A RCY $.Cato,a prudent Councel. 
Jlour,anda good hul band in deed, 
faith : nod oportet Patremfamilias 
Seb) ([verdacem eſſe non emacem: And who 
| ANY Aknoweth nor, that we haue no ſmal 


=Jnccd of manie things, whereof fo- 
reign 


ee Ie 


= 1 Bo TO ag: +8 # 
1cign Countreis haue greatſtore, and that we may 
well ſpare manic thinges, whereof the {aide Coun- 

' tries haucalſoneed 2 Noweto vent the ſuperfluities 
of our Countrie, and bring in the Commodities of 
others,there is no readicr, or better meanethen by 
metcchadize: and {ccing we haue no way to increate 

- our treaſure by mynes of golde, and filuer at home, 
and can haue nothing trom abroad without monic, 

, or ware, it tolloweth neceflarilie, that the aboueclaid 
good councell of Cato to be ſcilers and not buyers, is 
to be followed, yer ſo,that we carrie not out more in 
valew oucr the jcas,then we bring home tro thence, 
or tranſportc thinges hurttull ro the Stare, for this 
were no good hut bandiy, but tedeth to the fubver- 
fion of the lande, and deminiſhing of the treaſure 
therof, whereas by the other wee ſhall greatlie cn- 
creaſe it,the trade being caricd, and managed vnder 
2 convenient Gouvernement,and ordcrs,and not in 
a diſper{cd, looſe, and ſtragling manner : the praciuic 
whereot we may ſec in this Realm almoſt theſe 400 
ycares togcther.: Firſt in the Staple, and Woolle 4 
trade,and next inthatofthe M.M. Adventurers,and 
Clothe trade. And King Edward the thirde thought 
it not enough, to bring the working, and making of 
Cloth into the Realme, except when the ſame was 
indraped, he with all ptovided tor the vent therof,in 

rhe bro- forretgne partes, to the moſt benehte, and advance. 

000% ment of that new begun Art, and therefore whereas 


$14int Thos 
me: Becker the aboueſaid Companie (though then otherwiſe 


of C: anerr- 


7 Wis tcarmed then nowe) in thc yere 72498. had obtained 
Pri- 
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Privileges of 10hn Duke of Brabant,the ſaid King c6- 
'firmed the ſame for the ſubſtantial Gouvernment of * 


the ſaide Companicyn their trade. | 

In the yeare 1 3 9 9: the Artot making of Clothe 
being growen to good perte&tio within this Realm, 
King Henrie the Fourth tuſt prohibited the inveRi- 


«on of toreigne made Cloth, and gaue vnto the ſaide 


Companica verie beneticiall, and ample Charter of 
priviledges, confirmed by A of Parleament for 
the ſame purpoſe and intent,as his predeceſſor King 
Edward the third had done betorchim : whoſe cx- 
ample the ſucceedinge Kinges Henrre the fifth, and 
ſixt, Edwarde the fourth, and Richard the thirde fol- 
lowed, ratifying and confirming their Predeceſſors 
docings on this behalfe:the next in order following 
King Henrre the ſeauenth, like a wiſe and provident 
Prince, well marking,and confidering howeneceſla. 
ric,and ſerviceable the eſtate of Merchandiſe was vnto 
this Realme, not onely liked and confirmed thar, 
which the aboue-rehearfed Kinges had done before 
him, butalſogreatlie enlarged and augmented the 
ſame by three ſeueral Charters,and by otherhis gra- 
cious,and Roiall favours from time to time, not on- 
lie towardes the faide Companie in generall, but- 


withall to diuerſe Merchantes in particular: Mercato- p,j;zorms 
in vita He» 
rici (eptiou, 


res ille ſepenumers pecunta multa data gratuito tunabat, 
vt Mercatura ( Ars na omnium cuntly eque mortalibys 
gurs commoda, tum neceſſaria) in ſuo Regno copioſior eſſet. 

And when vpon variance fallen out betweene him 
and the Archduke Philppe,he had d TN wel -n - 
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ſaid Companie, as that of the Staple out of the lowe 
Cuntrics,& placed them at Calice,he gaue vnto them 
within the ſaid Towne as large, and beneficiall pri. 
uiledges,as rhey betore had enioyed in the ſaid lowe 
Countreis, which were veric large, and favourable, 
cntituling them by the nameof M ARCHANTS 
ADVENTFRERS. And albecit in this Kinges 
daycs,as alſo in the raign of King Henriethe Fourth, 
the like complaint; as of late, was made by the Clo- 
thicrs, Woolle-growers, Dyers, &c.,againſt the Com 
anic of M.M. Adventurers: yet after dew examina- 
. tion of the faide complaint, the iſſew procured great 
favour to the ſaide Companie, and gaue occaſion of 
thecnlarging of their former Charters, with an ex- 
reſſe reſtraint of all Straglers, & Entermedlers, that 
might diſturbe, or empeach their trade: and wheras 
alſo the Ea#erlinges at this time had entred into the 
faid trade, the foreſaid prudent Prince King Henrie 
the ſcuenth, did not onelie ſtraightlic inhibute them 
© ſotodoe,butallo tooke recognizice of twetie thou- 
ſand markes of the Alderman of the Steclyarde at 
London, that the ſaid Ea#terlinges ſhould not caric a- 
nic Engliſh Clothe to the place of Reſidence of the 
M.M. Adventurers in the lowe Countreis, or open 
their Fardelles of Cloth in the ſaid Countries,to the 
preiudice of the ſaid Companie, by putting the ſame 
to vent there, which they were not wont to doe. : 
In the time of the raigne of King Faward the (ixth, 
Tohn Tulle, Iobhn Dimock, and others, brethren of the 


laid Companie, cnformed the Biſhop of he, atthat 
time 
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time Lord Chaticellour,of matter againſt the Com- | 


panic, but their bill being brought to the Councell. 
boord,and examined, it was finallic ordred, that the 
{aid Complainantes ſhould ſubmit themſclucs vnto 
the obedicnce of the Companies orders, and paye 
certaine fynes, which the Lordes then laide vppon 
them, betides that two of the principalleſt tound to 
be the Ringleaders of the reſt, were committed to 
the Fleet, there to remain, till ſuch rimeas the Com- 
panic of M.M. Aduenturers ſhould few for their re- 


leaſe : And albeit the ſaid perſons renewed _— 
plaintes, in the firſt yeare of Queene Maries raigne, 
anddid putvpabill to the Parleamertt houſe,againſt 


the Companie, yct the ſame being anſwered by the 


.faid Companie, was reieted, and caſt out of the 
-Parleament houſe. Since the time of King Henriethe 


ſeauenth, the ſucceeding Princes, Kinge Herrie the 
eight, of famous memorie, King Edward the ixth,8& 

ucene Marte, haue continued, confirmed, and en- 
larged the aboucſaide Charters and Priviledges, but 
aboue all other, our moſt gracious Soveraigne, that 
now reigneth,Queene EL1Z 4B ET Hjhathſhew- 
ed her gracious, and fauourable affeftion towardes 
the ſaide Companie, in not onelie confirminge the 
letters Patentes, and Charters of her moſt Noble 
Graundfather, and of other her Highnes Predece(- 
ſours aboue-mentioned, but alſo in adding therevn- 
to other more large, and beneficiall Priviledges of 
her owne. For whereas the M.M, Adveturers about 


the beginning of her Maicſtics raigne, by diuerſere- 
C2 ſtraints 
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| traintes, Edictes, and-Proclamations made and ſett 
foorth by the Gouvernours and Commaunders of 
the low Countries, were empeached, and prohibi- 
tcd to trade into the ſaid Countreis, contrarie to the 
auncient Entercourſes , and the Priviledges to the 
ſaid Companic grauntcd of olde time, and conſe» 
quentlic were occaſioned to ſecke,and ercta Trade 
inthe partcs of Germanic, whichthey did with their 
great charges and travaile for the vert of the Com. 
modtties of the Realme, her Highnes calling to re- 
membrance this and other faithfull and acceptable 
- ſeruice at ſundrie tymes done by the ſaid M.M. Ad- 
ucnturegs in diucrſc the great and waightic affaires 
of her Mateſtic and Realme,& minding the encreaſe 
and aduancement of the ſaide Merchantes, as much 
as anic her progenitours, (as her Highnes profeſſcth 
inthe ſaid Charter ) it pleaſed her fſaide Maieſtie in 
the fixtycare of her Raigne,to giue and graunt vnto 
them thoſe gracious and ample Priuiledges, which 
the ſaid Companie now enioyecth, and afterwardes 
vpon new. occalion the trade of the ſaid Companie 
- beingmuch empcached by the wrongful intermed- 
ling of vnfree perſons in the ſame,it pleaſed her Ma- 
 teſtieby a new Charter, and letters Patentes vnder 
thegreat ſcale of Englande, in the cight-and-twen- 
ticth yere of her Raigne, to prouideagainſt ſuch in- 
1yrious, & vnorderlie intruſion, acknowledging the 
ſcruices done to her Highnes by the ſaid M.M. Ad- 
ucnturers,and pronouncing them to haue bene,and 
_ tobee very bencticiall members to the generall = 
"O 
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ofthe Realme,and Common Wealth of Englande: 


which notableteſtimonie of ſoincomparablea Prin- - 


cefle after ſo manie yeres experience and tryall, ma 

alone, it there were none other; ſerue for a full. & ſut- 
ficient Apolveie of the aboucſaid Companic of M.M. 
Aduenturers, againſt all the privie,& open, foreign, 
and domeſticall gain-ſayers,flaunderers,and oppug- 
ners of the ſame, and withall for a certaine, and in- 
tallible argument, that for the ventof Wooll, and 
woollen wares ({ the principall commodities of the 


Realme)it is molt profitable both for the Prince and: 


Countrie, to vie a governed Companie, and not to 
permitta promiſcuous, ſtragling, & diſperſed trade, 
whereof I ſhall haue occaſion to ſaye more, when I 
cometo ſhew-the benefites, which doe ariſe vnto 
the Common Wealth of Englande, by the mainte- 


naunce of the aboue-ſaid Companie, and the Gou- 


uernement therein vſed. 


PUUUOMUOMAT NO ARA UTTAR ARA TANTRIC 


Of the Auncient etimation which the Companic 
of Merchantes Adventurers | 
hath had. 


Y that which hath been abouefaid: 
of the Inſtitution of the Fellowſhip 
jor Companic of M.M. AduCturers,: 
is partlie ſhewed in what eſtimation 
the faid Copanic hath been hether- 
to, with the Kings, and Queenes of: 

C3 this 
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this Realme, from the raigne of King Edward the 
thirde, a ſufficient motiue,and reaſon,as may be wel 
thought for the preſent and future ages,to haue the 
ſaide Companie in no lefle eſtimation, and liking : 
but this is not all, for if wee would but looke out of 
England to our neighbours in Germare and the low 
Cottreis,we ſhould ſeethe M.M.Aducturers many 
-ages together ſought tor, welcomed,embraced, che. 
riſhed, and vſed in as good, yea oftentimes in better 
tcarmes, then the Naturalles of the ſaide Countries 
them (clues, as appeareth by the auncient Charters, 
large, and beneficiall priviledges, and exemptions 
graunted to the ſaideCompanie by ſundrie Princes, 
States, Cittics, and Common Wealthes of high & 
lowe Dutcheland,ſince the yeare of our Lord 1296, 
tothis our tyme, which are yet extant to beſhewed 
to the great honour, and benefite of this our native 
_ Countrie,8& the Princes thcreof from tyme to time: 
For thereby we haue not onely opened a paflage, & 
entrie into foreigne States, and Countreis, but alſo 
by our gainfull & beneficiall trade, haue made them 
the faſter friendes to the State of the Realme of En- 
glande, and the Engliſh Nation, befides the great 
wealth and commoditie which hath ariſen thereby 
to the common wealth. 
After the taking of Calice by King&award the third, + 
the Earles,and people of Flaundres,for the better a(- 
{uraunceand fafctie of their State,procured a league 
and Entercourſe with the Kinges of Englande, and 


their Mcrchangs: whereby the faide Eatles & people 
tound 


-- 
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founde in ſhort time fuch profite and commoditie, 
that Lewes Earle of Flaunders, in the yeare 13 5 8. 
gaue, and graunted to the Engliſh Merchantes ſo 
large andample Priviledges, and treedomes,that no 
Nation in Europe had the like in that Countrie at 
that time,by reaſon whereof,and that the adventure 
by ſea and by lande into Flaunders was verie ſhort, 
and ca(1e,and almoſt without daunger, the Compa- 
nic ſettled themſelues inthe Towne of Bridees, and 


Companie 


of M.M.Ad 


ſtapled their commodities there : Whiche once venturers ax 


knowen, and blowen abroad, Merchantes out of all 
=_ of Europe, reſorted thether, and made their 

abitation there, which appeareth by the houſes ar 
this day ſtanding, which beare the names ofthe Cit- 
ties,andCountreis, whence the ſaid Strangers were, 
So that in few yeares all the Townes in Flanders, cl- 
peciallie Bridges, were growen to ſuch wealth, and 
proſperitie, that the fame thereof went almoſttho. 
rough the whole earth, and at this daye, although 


Bridges, 


their great opulencie, and concourſe of Merchantes - 


be altogether failed, yet in manieCountries of Chri- 
ſtendome, and out ofChriſtendome,all the Nether- 
landers cariethe name of Fleminges, and the lowe 
Countries of Flanders. After this, when the Flem- 
minges through wealth,and fulnes of bread,did for. 
vett their bounden dewtie to their Prince,and with- 
all grew to a proud deſdain & contempt of all Mer- 
chants ſtraungers, and in particularof the Engliſhe; 
by whom they had receiued their chiefeſt good and 


wel-fare, the Companie remooued from Bridges to 
a Town 
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Companie 4 TOWNC in Zelande called Hiagelbourgh , where — 
ot M.M.Ad they are nowe at this preſent relidinge , whether . 
Bridg -v* all other Nations followed them ſtraight : Since 
repaire ts Which thoſe of Bridzes, tecling theſmart of their tol- 
boarch. lie, haue manietymes made ute & means to draw 
* the Engliſhethether againe, and in mans memoric, 
they profreda.greatſumme of monie vnto the ſaide 
Merchantes, with ofter of moreample Priviledges, 
and immunities, then ever they had before in Brid- 
es, Ooranic whereelle, yea ina maner they profered 
ablancke to tye them to what the Engliſhe thought 
good, to haue the trafticque againe in their Towne, 
which verie torfdlie, when they had it, they could 
not keepe. This Towne of Midaelbourgh ſtood fo - 
neare the ſea, that the Ditches,and low places round 
about it, being continuallic full of falte, and filthie 
oaze for want ofa freſhe Riuer,or current, to cleanſe 
the ſame, bred ſuch ſtynche, and noylome ſavouts, 
that the Englifhe vied toa holelome, and ſweet ayre 
in their own Cuntrey, were troubled with grievous 
agewcs, and other ſore difeaſes, & for their healthes 
ſake,were forced to leaue the ſaid Towne, about the 
p_ of our Lorde 14 4 4. at which tyme Antwerp © 
ccing buta poore, and fimple Towne, ſtanding tn 
Brabant, made great ſute tothe Companie, to repair 
thether, which they finallie vpon offer of very large 
and beneficiall Priviledges,obtayned . In whiche 
Towne of Antwerp, and the Town of Bergen op Foorn, 
likewiſe in Brabant, the Copanie cuer fince hath for 
the moſt parte continued, ſaue that (as aforeſaid) P 
Tc 


\ 
—— n—__ - _ - _ — 
- > —__— 
+ 
pe, . 
we 
9 


og 
OF COMMERCE. 17 


the time of King Henrie the ſeuenth,they were vpon- 
occaſion remoued to Cake tora time, till that by the 
carneſt interceſſio of the Ladie Margarete Dutches of 

Savoye, they repaired againe intothe low Countrics, 

firſt to Myddelboureh,theatterwards to Antwerp, where 

they were toyfully, & honorably receyued, & enter- 

tayned by the Magiſtrate, & chiefeſt Citizens of the 
Towne,comming foorth in ſolcmpne proccfhon to 
meete,8& welcome the faid Merchants,as by the Re- 

cordes of thoſe times ſufficiently appearcth: & heere 

by the way it is not much from our purpole,to infert 

_ ſomwhatotthe ſtate of Antwerp, ar the firſt coming Eliaes-tf 
© thetherof the Companie, wherein a man ſhall ſec heConred 

that, which almoſt is incredible : Philippe ſurnamed nies firſt 
the Good, Duke of Burgundie,and of Brabant, c.gaue jun. * 
Priuiledges to the Companie vnderthe name of the 
Engliſ\Nation, by which name the ſaid Companie 

euer {ince hath been moſt commonlie knovwen 1n 

thc low Countreis, whiche happened in the yeare 

1 446. Which Priviledges the Towne of Antwerpe 
confirmed the fixrof Auguſt in the abouclaid yere, 

giuing to them beſides a large houſe, which is nowe - 

called the old Barſe, and atterwardes by exchaunge, 
another more goodlie, ſpacious , and ſumptuous 

houſe, called the Court of Zier, which, the Compa- 

nic enioycd till the ſaide Towne was yeelded vp to 

the Duke of Parma, inthe yeare 1 58 5, Attheaboue 

ſaide firſt Concordate, & Concluſion of Priuiledges 
withthe Town of Antwerp,or not long before,there 


were not in all the Towne aboue foure Marchants, 
| D and 
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X | 
* and thoſe alſo no adventurers to the ſea, the reſt of 
the Inhabitantes or Towneſmen were but meane 
pcoplc, and ncithcrable, nor {kiltull to vie he tear, 

or trade of Merchandiſe, but did let out the beſt of 
thcir houſes to Engliſh- men, and other ſtrafigers tor 
Chambers,and Packhoules ,contenting them [clucs 
with ſome cornerfor their profites ſake : but within 

tow yeares the concourſe, and reforte of forreigne 
Mcuorchantes rothar Towne was ſo gr cat, that houic- 
roomc waxed {cant, Rentes were rai{ed, Tolles, Ax- 
Cyics, and all other de wtics to the Prince and Toiwn 
wonderfullic cncreaſed,and the Autwerp-men them- 
ſclucs, who in few yeares 5 before were but meanc ar- 
tihccrs, or liued by huf bandric,and keeping of Cat- 

-.\ nile ( ' whercof one Gate of, chat Cittie to this daye 
De Coe bearcththe name) and-had bur fix ſhippes beloging 
Poo . tothcir Towne, and thole for the Riucr onely, that 
ncuer went to fea, began to grove excec ding riche, 
{o that ſome tell ro the trade of Me ir and 0- 
thers employed their, ſubſtance in building, then 
their olde rotten houſes conered with thardhe: wcre 
pulled downe, their waſte grounde, whereof there 
was ſtoar within the Towne, was turned into good- 
lie buildingcs, and faire ſtreates, and their ſhipping 
encreaſed xccordinglie : thus proſpered not onelie 
thoſe of Lntwerpe,butall other Townes, and places 
thereabours, ſo that in our memoric that now liue, 

v6 | the ſaid Town was growen to ſuch weaith ftrengrh, 
and beautic,as neuer none the like in ſo ſhorta time, 
and no marvaile, tor within the compaſle of fiftic 
yeares 
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yearcs, an houſe that was woorth but tortie. Dallers 
- aycare, greiv to bee woorth three hundred Dallers 

a ycre, And an houſe that was lett out tor ſixtie Dal. 
Icrs, came atterwardcs to bee lett for foure hundred 
Dallers, yca ſome houſes in Antwerpe were lett for 
690 ſome 8 00, Dallers a yeare rent, belides their 
Hauens tor thippes to come andlade and diſcharge 
within the Towne: their publike ſtately buildinges, 
and cdifices crected partlic tor ornament, and partly 
for the calc & accomodating of the Merchant, were 
ſo caſtlic, and ſumptuous, as he that hath not ſcene, 
and marked them well, would not belecuc it : to ſay 
nothing ofthe fortification of the Towne, which is 
ituch,rhat the charges thereof would trouble the ri- 
cheſt Prince in Europe : but as the Poet Lucare laid, 


Invida Fatoram ſeries ſummiſq, negatum flare ain, 


So it farcth atthis day with Antwerpe, for it hath 
within theſe few yeares ſuffered verie great chaunge 
and alteration,and more is like to doe, it it long con- 
tinew ſhutt vp, and without trade and trafhcque vn- 
der the yoak of the Spaniard, and the tearc __ im- 
pregnable Caſtle ſtuffed with ſouldiers, a ſcourge, 8 
plague to thar, and toall free Citties : thus much by 
the way of Antwerp, the late Pack-houſe of Europe, 
& of the ſtate thereof, when the Engliſh Marchants 
fir{t repaired vnto it, and of the great wealth it grew 
vnto ina vericſhort time, whereof the ſaide Engliflt 
Merchantes with their gainfull,and beneticiall trade 
wereagreat cauſe, and meanes, whiche principallie 


A Dalles is 


three thil- 
linges ltece 
linge, 
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made them to be ſo much regarded and cſteemed in 

the ſaid Towne,and by the Princes & Gouvernours 

EI thereof trom time to time, as well appeareth,among 

e10anus . 

22, libro Other proofes, by this one recorded by Sleidane, and 

commen- remembred by lome that yetliue : the Emperour 

' Charlesthic fifth would haue brought the 1nguifition 

into the Towne of Axtwerp,in the yeare 7 5 50,wher- 

aboutes there was much adoe,and great queſtion,8& 

neither by the ſute of the Fowne, nor by anie Inter- 

ceſſion, or requeſt of their tricndes could the ſaide 

Emperour be diuerted from his purpole : atthe laſt 

Inquiſition 2 Was ſhewed him, that if the Inque/it7o were brought = 

in Anzwerp-1n, he would driuethe Engliſhe Merchantes out of 

ee of 07 that Cittie, and out of the whole low Countreis al- 

Adveurers ſo,the conſequence whereot when he had well con- 
_ ſidered, he chaunged his minde,and ſothe Cittie of — 

Amwerp was ſaued from the Inquiſition, which they 

fo much feared, and by no ſute, or meanes beſides 

wereable to put from them : of ſuch eſtumation and 

accoumpre were the Merchantes Aduenturers with 

that Mightie and Prudent Emperour, and of ſuche 

credite and reckoning haue they been from time to 

timeat home with eleven Kinges, and Queenes of 

this Realme of Englande, and abroad with the Cit- 

tics of Bridges in Flanders, Antwerpe, & Berghen op den 

yoo in Brabant, Middelburgh, and Ziericzee in Feland, 

Amiterdam, and Dort. in Hollande, Yireeht the chicfe 

Cittic of a Province of that name,& with theDukes, 

Earles, Lordes, and Rulers of the aboucſaid Cittics, 


and Provinces lying within the low Countreis,aun- 


Clent 
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cient friendes, and Confederates with the Crowne 


of Englande : And in Germanie with the Townes of 


Hambrouzhe,and Stade,and the Earles of Ea#t-frieflatd 
ftnce the yeare 1 56 4. till this daye, at whiche ryme 
they obtayned Priviledges of the Ladie Anne Coun- 
teſle of O/denbureghe, and her ſonnes Edgardand lohn, 
wherein they callthe Companie of Merchants Ad- 
venturers, Inchtam illam & celebratam paſsim Anelico- 
rem Mercatorum Societatem . In all which places, and 
Countreis the forcfaide Companic haue ſo demca- 
ned themſclues,that thereby they haue reaped great 
loue, credite, fame, and commendation, and haue 
left behind them a longing for them againe in thoſe 
| where they once refided , or helde their 
Martes, and procured a delire of them in many pla- 


— ces, where they neuer were : whiche appeareth by 


the honorable Teſtimonie giuen of the Companie 
by the aboue faide Townes, and forreigne Princes 
abroad, and is otherwife well knowen to thoſe, who 
knowe anic thing of the docings of our neighbours. 
Andlatelie when through the malicious, and inin- 
rious working ofa feweof the Hanſe Townes inſtiga- 
ted and holpen forward by the King of Spaines mi- 
niſters, a parte of the ſaide Companie was put from 
the Towne of Stade in the yeare 1 5 97.and were for- 


..- ced to tetireout of the Empire, the Townes of the 


* vnited Lowe Countreis, cleuen or twelue in num- 
ber,of the beſt ſcituate,cach ſtriving to be preferred, 
like ſo manie Riuales or Competitors,offered them- 
felucs in moſt fricndlic, and hartie forte, and invited 
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theſaide Companie to refide with them vpon pro- 

miſcs of ſuch fauour, and Priviledge,as ought ncucr 

to be forgotten: but hereof poſſibly enough: Let vs 

now looke into the Eſtate, Policic, and Gouverne- 

ment of the ſaid Companie, whe1by we ſhall plain- 

"lie ſee the cauſes and reaſons of the louc, clumation, 

and credite which it hath purchaſed abroad, and ſo 

| the ſooner belecue that, which hath abouc been (ere 
downe, and athrmed. Jh a— . 
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of the State and Gonnernement of the Com anie 
of M erchantes Aduentiffers, and of ſuch 
benefites as grow to the Realme by 
the maintenance therof. 


7 HE Companie of Merchants Ad. 
z vVcnturers confiſteth of a great num- 
AY ' & bcrof wealthic, and well experimen- 
i I.y/ tcd Merchantes, dwelling in diucrſc 

=<<q orcat Cittics, Maritime Townes,and 
other partes of the Realme,to witt, in London, Yorke, 
Norwitche, Exceiter,Ipſwitch, Newcaiile, Hull,&c.Thelſc 
men of olde timelinked and bounde them ſclucs to. 
gither in Companic, for the exerciſc of Merchan- 
diſc, and ſea-fare, trading in Clothe, Kerlſye, and all. 
other, as well Engliſh as foreign Commodities ven- 
dibleabroade, by the which they brought vnto the 
- places, where they traded, much wealth, benefite,8 
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commoditie, and for that cauſe have obtayned ma- 
nic verie excellent, & (ingular Priviledges, Rightes, 
Juriſdictions, exemptions, & i1,amunines, all which 
thole ofthe atoreſaid Fellowſiuppe cquallie enioye 
_ attcraavell ordered manner, and ferine, and accor- 
ding to the ordinances, laiwes, and cuſtomes dent- 
ze, and agreed vpon by common confente of all 
the Merchanres, free of the {aid Fellowſhipp, dwel- 
ling inthe aboue mentioned Townes, and places of 
the Lande : the parres, and places which they trade 
vnto, are the Townes, and Portes Iyeing betweene 
theRiuers of Some in France, and the Scawe in the 
Germxe tea: notinto all at once, or at cach mans 
pleaſure, but into one, or two Townes at the moſte 
within the aboucſaide boundes, whiche they com- 
monly call the Mart Towne, or Townes : for that 
þ» there onelicthey ſtapled the commodities, whiche 
they brought out of Englande, and put the ſame to 
fale, and bought ſuch foreigne Commodities,as the 
lande wanted,and were brought from farre by Mer- 
chants of diuerſc Nations, and Countreis flockinge 
thither, as to a fairc,or markett to buye and ſell. And 
albcit through the troubles, and alteration of tymes, 
the M.M. Adventurers haue been forced to change 
and leaue their olde marte Townes, and ſecke new, 
(as hath been partlic touched before) yet whereloe- - 
uer they ſeated them ſclues, thither prefentlie repai- 'The com- 
red other Straungers, leauinge likewife the places Panicot M, 
whence the Engliſh Merchants were departed, and ;, able ts 


planting them ſelues where they refided : fo that as make &dr- 
long uert a trace, 


: 
' 
: 
x 


ot hatin. Ae. 
. 


24 A TREATISE 


long as the Companie continued their Mart,or Sta- 
ple in a place, fo long grew,and proſpered that place, 
but when they forlooke it, the weltare, and good c- 
Rate thereof ſeemed withal to departe,and forlake it, 
as in olde time hath becn ſeene in Bridges,and in our 
tymec in ſome others, and no marvaile : For diligent 
inquiricbcing made in the yere 1 5 50. by the com- 
mandement of the Emperour Charles the fitth, what 
benefite, or commoditic came to his State of the low 
Countreis by the haunt, and Commezce of the En- 
gliſh Merchantes, it was found, that in the Cittic of 
Aztwerpalone, where the Copanic of M, M. Adve- 
turers was at that time reſiding , wereatleaſttwentie 
thouſand perſons fed & mainteyned forthemoſt part 
by the trade of the M.M. Adventurers : beſides thir- 
tic thouſand others in other places of the low Coun. 
tries likewiſe maintayned and fed partlie by the ſaid 
trade, partly by.cndraping of Clothe, & working in 
Wooll and other commodities brought our of Eng- 
land. In confirmation wherof,I haue heardauncient 
Merchants ſay, Thatat the time when the aboue ſaid 
Companiewas entierely reſident at Aiwerp, alittle 
before the troubles which fell out in the yeres 63. & 
64. there were fed, & mainteyned in thelow Coun- 
treis {1xtie thouſande ſoules (and ſome haue ſaide a 
great manieimore) by the Engliſh trade, and by the 
Wares bought in the low Countreis to be caried in- 
to England, which no doubt was the caule, that the 
Princes of the low Countreis haue been ſo favoura- 


ble to the aboue ſaide Copanie,& lo loath to forgoe 
E OC 
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or looſe them, as knowing that therewithall they 

ſhould looſe a veric faire flower of their garlande, 

yeaa ſure roote, and foundation of theiywealth. 

For on the one fide, ſuch is the valew, profite, and 
goodnes of the Engliſh Commodities, thatall Nati- 

ons of theſe partes of Europe, and el{where, defire 

them, and on the other fide, the Engliſh Merchants 

buye vp, and carrie into Englande fogreat a quanti- 

tic of toreigne wares, that for the ſale thereof, all 

fraunge Merchauntes doe, and will repaire vnto +4. ,rggres 
them. Now what theſe Engliſhe commodities are, arifinge by | 
and how they be ſo profitable, may appeare by the 05M: Me 


particulars following: erade & re= 
fidence be= 


Firſt, there is ſhipped out yearely by the aboueſaid 0m4ce, 
Companie, atleaſt ſixtie thouſande white Clothes, $cus. 
beſides coloured Clothes of all fortes, Kerſyes ſhort, 
and longe, Bayes, Cottons, Northern Doſens, & di- 
uerſe other kindes of courſe Clothes: the iuſt valew 
of theſe (ixtic thouſande white Clothes can not well 
bee calculated,or ſett downe, but they are not leſle 
woorth ( in mine opinion) then fixe hundred thou. 
ſande poundes ſterling,or Engliſh monie. 

The coloured Clothes of all fortes, Bayes, Ker- 
iyes, Northern Doſens, and other courſe Clothes, I - 
reckon toariſe to the niiber of fortie thouſand Clo- 
thes, at leaſt, and they be woorth one with another 
foure hundred thouſand poundes ſterling, or En- 
gliſh-monic. 

There gocth alſo out of England, beſides theſe 


Woolle Clothes, into the low Cofitries, Wool, Fel, 
E Lead, 
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} FEcad,Tinne, Saffron, Conyſkins,Leather, Tallow, 
Alablaſtre ſtones, Corn, Beer, &diuers other things, 
amoſiting vnto great ſummes of mony: By al whigh 

 commodities,a number of labouring men are {ct on ; 

work, & gaign much monie, beltdes that which the 

Mcrchaunt gaineth,which is no [mail matter. Herc- 

vnto adde the monie which Shippers, and men that 

linc vpon the water, gett by traight, and portage of 

the torclaid Comodities from place,to place, which 

wonld amount to a great ſummne, it the particulars 

thcreot were, or could be exactlie gathered : hereby 

in thor may be ſcene, howe great and profitable the 

, _Companieot M. M. Aduenturers trade hath been, 

and is in the places, where they Fold their rel1dence, 

beſides the profite raiſed vpo the Chambers,Sellers, 

- and Packhouſes, which they muſt haue for foure or 

fiuc hundred Merchants, whereby Rentcs are main- 

teyned and kept vp, and the great expenſes other- 

wiſe, which the ſaid Merchants are at for their diete, 

apparell,&c. to ſaye nothing of the Princes, or Ge- | 

neralitics profit, and reuenues by their Tolles, Con- . 

voyes, Impoſtes, Axcyſes,and other dewtics,where- 

; ”  o6fthere can be no certaine notice had, but to ſhewe 

, the greatnes thereof, let this one figne ſo long agoe, 

0 carion,s, {erue forall, Thar Philippe the Good, Duke of Burgun. 

Libro, 4je, and firſt founder of the order of the Golden Fleeſe, 

gaue the forcſaid Fleeſe fora liuerie, or badge of the 

ſaid Order, for that he had his chieteſt Tolles, Rene- 

nues, and Incoms, by Wooll, and Woollen Cloth: 

Thus you haue ſcene what profitis raiſed by ſtraun- 

gcrs, 
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pers, vpon the Engliſh trade, it followeth to ſhewe, 
what the M. M. Adventurers buye for returne, ot 
ſtraunge Nations,& people frequenting their Marte 
Townes,and bringing their Countrie commodities 
thcther. | | 

Of the Dutche, and-Germane Marchantes, they ,.._... 
Abuye Rheniſh Wine, Fuſtians , Copper, Stecle, waccs, 
Hemp, Oinion-ſeed, Copper & Iron Wyre,Latten, _ 
Kettels, and Pannes, Linnen cloth, Harnas, Saltpc- 
ter, Gun-powder, all things made at Norenbergh,and 
in ſumme, there 1s no kinde of ware; that Germanic 
yecldeth,but generalliethe M M Adventurers buye 
as much, or more thereof, then any other Nation. 

Ofthe Italians, they buyeall kinde of filkke wares, | | 
Velvittes, wrought, and vnwrought, Tafhtaes, Sat- wares 
tins, Damaskes, Sar{encttes, Milan tuſtians, Clothe 
of golde, and filuer, Grograines, Chamlettes, Satin, 
and {owing filke, Organzine, Orfoy, and all other 
kinde of warcs cither made, orto be had in Italic, 

Ofthe Eſterlinges they buye Flaxc, Hemp, War, pge.1inge 
Pitche, Tarre, Wainſcot, Dcal-bordes, Oares,Corn, ware, 
Furres , Cables, and Cable yearne, Tallow, Ropes, 

Maſtes for ſhippes, Sopc-aſhes, Eſtrigd wooll, and... 
almoſt what ſocuer is made, or groweth in the Eaſt 
Countrics. 

Oftthe Portrneales, they buye all kinde of Spyces, Portingals 
and Drugges : with the Spaniſh and Frenche, they ***: 
had not much to doc, by rcaſon that other Engliſthe 
Merchantes haue had a great trade into France and 
Spaine, and ſo ſerue England direlic from thence 
| E 2 with 
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with the commodities of thoſe Countries, - © 
\ Netherlan- . Ofthclow Countric Merchantcs, or Netherlan- 
«ac wares ers, they buye all kinde of manufacture, or hand. 
worke not madein Englande, Tapelſtrie, Buckrams, 
white threed,incle,Linnen clothe of all ſortes, Cam- 
brickes, Lawnes, Mather, and an infinite number of 
other rhinges, to longe to rehearſe in particular, but 
heerebyT hopeit ſufhcientlic appeareth, that itis of 
an excccding valew, which the M. M. Aduenturers 
buye, & carric into England, in ſo much, thatT haue 
heard it crediblic reported, that all the Commodi- 
ties,that come out of all other Coimreis, beſides En- 
plande, were not wonte to ſett {ſo manic pepple on 
woorke in the low Countreis, as the Commodities, 
which came out of England onely did, neither that 
anie other two of the greateſt Nations,thattrequen- 
ted the ſaid low Countreis for trade,did buyc,or ca- 
r1e out ſo much goodes in valew as the Merchantes 
Adventurers : The knowledge, and conſideration 
whereof hath made them thought woorthic to bee 
made of, cheriſhed, & deſired by Princes, States,and 
Common Wealthes, and it would not hurttheſtate 
of thc Empire a whytrt, to holde friendſhippe, & en-* 
tertayn ſo profitable a Companie,and Trade,as this, 
whereby great multitudes of their poore people, 
might be {ett on worke, and gett their living, and in 
procefle of tyme grow riche thereby, as the men of | 
CAntwerpe, and others of the lowe Countries haue 
done, which by the praQtiſes of the Pope, and King 
of Spaine, & the vnreaſonable dealing of the Hanfes, 
IS 
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is in a manner kept from them, The root,and ſpring 
of all this almoſt incredible Trade, and Trafhcque 
hath had his increale, and proceeding from the po- 
litike Gouuernement , Lawes, and Orders deviled, 
aad obſcrued of olde time in the ſaid Companie, as 
atorcſaide : eſpeciallic fince the raigne of King Hen. 
riethe ſeuenth, by the ſpe-iall order, comandemenr, 
and encouragement of the ſaide Noble Prince, one 
day [til! being a Schoolemaiſter vnto the other, and 
men by expcrience,vſc, and knowledge of toreigne 
People, and their facions, orders, and kinde of dea- 
ling, growing dailic,and from time to time to an cx- 
acter courſe, and greater perfection of matters, and 
vnderſtanding of their own cſtate,and what is fitreſt 
for the vpholding,and maintenance thereof : Theſe 
ſaide ordinances conteine in them all kinde of good 
Diſcipline, Inſtruction, and rules to bring vp youth 
in, & to keepe them in order: fo thatthe Marchants 
Adventurers dwelling in the aboue mentioned Cit- 
ties,and Townes of the Realme of Englande, ſende 
their yong men, ſonnes, and ſervauntes, or Appren- 
tices, who for the moſt parteareGentlemens ſonnes, 
or mens children of good meanes or qualitie, to the 
Marte Townes, beyonde the Seas, there to learne 
good facions, and to gaigne experience, and know- 
ledge in trade, and the manners of ſtraiige Nations, 
thereby the better to knowe the world betymes,and 
to beable,to goe through with the ſame, to the ho- 


nor, and ſervice of their Prince,and Countrey, and 


their owne wel-fare, and advauncement inthe com- 
E 3 mon 
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mon \Vealth, whercof a veric great number haye 
ſhewed them ſclucs,and at this daye manie are,veric 
notable, and beneficiall members : Beſ1des, the ſaid 
Companic hath a Gouvernour, or in his abſence, a 
Depunrte, and foure and twentic Aſhiſtentes in the 
Marte Tewne, who haue lurifdidtion, and full Au- 
thoritic as well from her Maieſtic, as from the Prin- 
ces, States,and Rulers of the low Countrics,and be- 
yond tlie (eas, without Appelle, provocation,or dc- 
clination, to cnde and determine all Ciuile caules, 
queſtions, and controverfics ariting betweene or a- 
monge the Brethren, Members,and {uppoſtes of the 
ſaide Companic, or betweene them and others, ci- 
ther Engliſhe,or Straungers, who either may or will 
prorogate the Iuriſdiction of the ſaideCompanie,& 
their Court, or are ſubic& to the ſame by the Privi- 
ledges, and Charters therevnto graunted. 

By the ſaide Gouvernour,and Aſliſtentes are alſo 
appointed, and choſen a Deputic, and certaine dif 
creete perſons, to be Aſſociates to the ſaide Deputie 
1nall other places covenient, as well within.,as with- 
out the Realme of Englande, who all holde Corre- 
{yondence with the Gouvernour of the Companic, 
and chicte Court tm the Mart Towne on the other 
ſ1de the Seas, and haue ſubalterne power to excrciſc 
Merchauntes lawe, to rule, and looke to the good 
ordering of the Brethren of the Companie cuerie 
where, as farre as may bee, and their Charters will 
beare then our. 

Futther,the ſaude Companie entertaineth _ 

an 
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> and learned Preachers with liberall tipendes, and 
other benches : Hath alſo Treaſurcrs, Secrctaries, 
and other needetull Officers, the end of all whichis: 
T he ſeemelie and orderlie Gouvernement and rule of all the 
mevers, partes,and Brethren of the ſaide Companie wher- Renefites & 
ſoener in their T rade,and feat of Mercandiſe. Secondly,T he ©Ommodr 
Preſernation of Amitte, and the Enterconr(e betweene the by the C > 
Realme of” Enelaned and their Neighbours and Allies, ome ia = 
and the Preventing of Innovations, eriefs, wronees, and Kgyaurers, 
exattions contrarie to the ſame. Thirdlie, T hegreat Vent, 
Advancement, and keeping in Eittmation of Engliſh Com- 
modities, and the bringing i of foreigne Commodities good 
cheape. Fonrthlie, T he Maimtneance of the Navieation. 
| Fifthlie, The Encreaſe of the Dutenes Incomes, and Cu- 
omes. Seaventhlie, and laitlie, T he Honor.and Service of 
the Prince, aud of our State and Cauntrey, at home, and 
abroad. 
Now that all theſe benefites, and commodities a- 
_ riſe by the Companie of Merchantes Adventurers, : 
I hope by, and by, plainlie to ſhew, and with-all to: 
proove, That by the ſaide Companie; allcheaboue. 
written pointes are better performed, and brought 
to paſſe, then if all were ſert at libertie, as ſome haue 
defired,8& conſequentlie that without the ſaidCom- 
panic, few, or none of the foreſaid Benefites, or C6- 
modities will bee ſo well raiſed or redounde to the 


State,and Common Wealth. 
of 
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Of Rule, and Gouvernement,the firft point and Com. 
modute ariſing by the vnited Companie 
of Marchants Adventurers. 


== Shall notneedeto ſay much in com. 
A mendation of good Gouvernement, 
2. & Policic, as having betoretouched 
LAS the ſame in parte, and ſhewed howe 
| needfull, & requiſite 1t 1s alſo in mat. 
ter of Commerce, Trade,and the fear 
| of Merchandiſe . Now that the Companie of Mer- 
| chantes Adventurers hath for this Point been aun- 
cientlic famous,and highlie praiſed,and eſteemed of 
.Straungers, as well, as of thoſe of their owne Coun- 
eric, and ſo continueth to this day (although much 
diſturbed, and diſquieted by newe Tulles and Di- 
mockes ) I thinke no man doubteth : ſo that I take it 
3s graunted, that the State, and Common Wealth 
heereby reapeth more profite, then if men were ſuf. 
fred to runnea looſe, and irregulare courſe without 
order, commaund, or overſight of anic : whereby ; 
manie griefes, hurtes, diſſentions, and inconventen- 
ces, beſides no ſmall diſhonour to the Prince, and 
' Stare would in ſhorte tymeariſe,as heeretofore they 
haue done for want of fage, and diſcreete Gouvern- 
ment, of which Remedie ſecing the forcſaid Com- 
—_ is ſufhcientlie provided, and thatit hath: been 


y the experience of lo manic Ages, and the allow- 
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ance of elcuen Princes ofthe Realme approued, me 
thinkes,tt werean offence,and wrong vnto the State 


offred to goc abour to alter,or hinder the ſame: arque 


ita Cornicum oculos configere. 
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That the Amitic, and E ntercourſe betweene the Realme of 


Englanat,and their Neighbours , and Allies, are cheriſhed, 
azd all Innovations, griefes, wronges, and exattions 
contrarie to the ſame, are prevented by the 
Maintenance of the Companie 0 
Merchants Adventurers. 


* 


V/ H = n t hath been of olde tyme,very 
kl ſtraight alliance andamitic between 


$2:1/ ccs of the low Countreis, eſpeciallic 

=D {1ncethe gouucrnement of the faide 
Countreis came to the handes of the Dukes of Bur. 
enndie, and among the ſaide Dukes, betweene King 
Benrie the fifth, and Philippe, ſurnamed the Good, Fa- 
ther to Charles ſurnamed the Warriour, which Charles 
was ſlaine beforethe Towne of Nantes : This Duke 
Philippe had almoſt from a childe been brought vpin 
the Court of Englande, fo that betweene the aide 
King, and him, and their ſubiees,was a verie firme 
league, friendſhippe,8 entercourle, the cauſes wher- 


of, and of the former Amitic, and League IT 
F c 


» the Kinges of Englande,and thePrin- 
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the Kinges of England fr6 King Edward the third,8& | 
the faid Princes of the lowCoinreis,are reckoned to 
. be three principallic. Firſt the aide of the ſaid Kings | 
in the purſute of their juſt title to the Crowne of 
France. Secondlie, The ſaufer keeping of Calice, and . 
the territoric thereabours in the pofletſi6 of the ſaid 
Kinges: And thidlie, The nearcnes of Flanders, Bra - 
| bant, Holland and Sealand vnto the Realme, and the 
commodious {cituation thereof tor the vent of En- 
gliſh Commoditics,in which Provinces the Engliſh 
Merchauntes were at that time ſettled. This neigh- 
bourlic league grounded vpon the aboue ſaide cau- | 
{cs hath conſtantlie continued ever f{ince, but more ; 
nearely was confirmed betweene King Henriethe 
fifth, & the abuucſaid Duke of Burgunate, who liucd 
inthe yeare of our Lorde 14 2 0. fo that ſince that 
tymeit hath neuer been broken, but at the death, or 
chaunge of any Prince,on cache parte hath been re- 
newed, confirmed, and ſometimes augmented;and 
namclie betwecne King MHerrre the ſeuenth, & King 
Philippe,lonne to the Emperour Maximiliane,and Fa- 
ther to Charles the fifth Emperour, and for the main- 
tenance, and cheriſhing of the ſaide league, and en- 
tercourle, it is well knowen to thoſe which are con- 
 uerſant in Hiſtorte of things paſt, that ſince the win- 
Ning of Calice,by King Edward the thirde,in the yere 
132 7. the Kinges of Englande haue with great Ar- 
Ee - mics by lande,and Fleetes of ſhippes by ſea, invaded 
* .theRealmeofFrance,in the quarrel and for theayd 
of the houſe of Burewndie, as well as tor their owne 


partt- © 
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particular claymes,and right, &eſpecially King Hen- 
rie the fifth, as appeareth by diuers writers ot thoſe 
times, and fince,but to lett paſſe ſo old matters, and 
only to rchearſe ſomewhat of that, which hath been ayacs cius 


donc inthe memoric of men yer living, or notlong Þythekings 


before, I will in brief recount ſome ſpeciall proofes «, IT 
of that abouclalde,giuing this note by the way, that ot Burgivis 
as the Kings ot Englande, and the. Dukes of Burgun- 
die were ioignedin leaguc,and triendſhippe,ſo were 
the Frenche,and Scortes,that when ſocuer England 
had warre with France, Scotland had the like with 
England,ſo thatthe Kinges of England haue had al. 
wayes double warres with the Frenche and Scottes 
togeather, and haue beene forced from time to time 
to keepe two Armles,ſometimesthreeat once inthe 
ficlde. 

In the yeare 1 4 9 2.King Henri the ſeucnth,in fa. 
uourand ayde of Maximiliane, Archduke of Auitrich, 
& ſonne to the Emperour Frederick the fourth, who 
had maried the Ladie Marie, daughter & ſole heire 
to Charles the Warriour,flainc before Nartz.as atore- 
ſaide, and againſt whom almoſteall the Townes in 
Flaunders rebelled,,and tooke armes, and with the 
ayde of the Frenithe, belieged the Towne of Dix. 
”mAde, the ſaide King ſent ouer the Lord Dawbenye, 
and the Lord Morley, with an armie vpon his owne «- 
charges into Flanders, who raiſcd the forcſaide ſiege, 
and ſlew eight thouſand Frenche men, & Flemings 
in the place, taking all their prouiſton,& ordinance: 
and inthe yeare following, when Niewporte, a Town 
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lycing vpon the Sea-coaſt of Flanders, was beſieged 
by Monltcur de Cordes, a Frenche man, with twentie 
thouſandFrenche and Fleminges, and that one of 
the principalleſt Towers or Bulwarkes of the ſaide 
Towne was entred, and helde by the enimie, yet by 
the valiant reſiſtence of ſuch Engliſh men, as were 
within it,and freſh ſupplic ſent by the toreſaid King, 
the forcfaid Cordes was forced to leaue the ſaid Town 
with ſhame, and loſſe of manie of his men, & muck 
proviſion . Inthe ſame yeare allo, the faide Kinge 
Henrie the feuenth ſent an armie by ſea vnder the c6- 
duc of the Lord Peminees, to the ayde of the faide 
Archduke Maximilian, againſt the Lord of Raven. 
fem, Geneall of the Rebellious Fleminges, who 
had taken the Caſtell and Towne of Slyſe(the onelie 


Haucn and Porte to the ſeas of that olde and tamous - 


Towne of Bridges) but the Lord Pominges recouered 

the laid Caſtell by force, and delivered it to Albers 
Duke of Saxonte,generall for the foreſatd Archduke: 

By the ſaving of which Caſtle, and the above ſaide 
towne of Newporte,the whole Earldome of Flanders 
was ſaued out of the handes of the Frenche Kinge, 
who otherwiſe, without the ayde of King Henri ot 
Englande, had'ioyned the ſame to the Crowne of 
France, In the yeare following, the ſaide Kinge 
Henrie, in revenge of the great {corne and iniurie 
doneto theaboucſaid Archduke by the Frech King, 
partly in returning homethe Ladic Margaret, daugh- 
ter to the ſaide Archduke, who was afhanced,and af- 


ecr the mancr of great Princes, by Deputics maryed 
to 
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to the ſaid Frenche King, and partlie by getting in 
crattie forte the Ladie Arne, the onely heire of the 
Dutchie of Brtaxie from the ſaid Archduke, to who 
ſhee was maried, entred France with agreat Armie, 
where the ſaide Archduke promiſed to: mecte him 
with another armie on his parte, and alrhough the 
ſaide promiſe was notkepr,yet the faid King procee- 
ded on his purpoſe, befteged Buller, and finally con- 
ſtrayried the French King to ſecke peace of him,and 
to give him a great ſumme of monie, with the which 
( and great ſpoile gott by his people) he returned in- 
to England, to his high honour, and praiſe, without 
once ſceing or hauing anie helpe atall of the ſaide 
CMaximiliane. b 

Intheyere1 51 2.at which time the French King 
made warres with Fernando King of Spaine, and in- 
vaded his Countreis by lande, King Herrie the eight 
(of famous memorie) "Aa an aide of tenne thouſand 
men by ſea into Spain, vnder the leading of the No. 
ble Lord, the Lord Thomas Grey, Marquis Dorſer, at 
the requeſt of the aboue- mentioned Maxrimihanthen 
Emperour, whoſe only ſonneandheire Ph:lippe, had 
marted oanthe daughter,and heire of the aboue ſaid 
Ferdinando: Fwoo yeares after this, the faide King 
Henrie in fauour and defence of the yonge Prince or 
Infante of Spaine,Charles, grandchilde to the aboue 
faide Maximiliane,andafterwardes Emperour him 
felfe, went ouer in perſon with a mightie armie into 
France, and beſieged the ftrong Towne of Terwir, 


which finallie was-yeclded vnto him, maugre the 
F 3 whole 
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whole powerof Fraunce, after he had diſcomfited, 
and oucrthrowen in battaile the French armie, tlay- 
ing cight or tenne thouſande in the place,and taking 
priſoners the Duke de Longueville, the Marquile Re- 
telois , and belides 2 4 0. Lordes,Knightes,and Gen- 
tlemen of name and honour: In whiche battaile the 
aboue ſaide Empcrour with at leaſt fortic or fiftic. of - 
the Nobilitic of the lowe Countries, ſerucd vnder 
the Kings Standerd, receyuing wages of him, and 
wearing the red Crofle,or Cognizance of England, 
after the rendring ouer of Terwin, the ſaide Kinge 
brought his armie before the Cittie of Tonrnay, or 
Dornick, at that time tearmed the Maiden Citie, (tor 
that it neuer had been wonne by Prince) but Kinge 
Henriegott it, and having taken order, tor the ſure 
keeping thereof, returned the way that he came, be- 
ing a long marche of 63. miles with great glorie,and 
honour into Englande, and in the meane while the 
Duke of Norfolke, and his ſonne the Earle of Surrze, 
had diſcomfited an armie of fifttie thouſand Scottes, 
vnderthe leading of theirKing 1ames the fourth, who 
was flaine in the fielde with fourtecne thouſande of 
his people, whereof manie were of the Nobilitie, 
beltdes 12 Earles,.2o Lords, 40.0r 50 Knightes,and 
mane Gentlemen, taken priſoners. : 
In the yeare 1 4 14, the ſaid King Heyrie the cight 
did ſende a bande of 150 o.thoilc ſouldiours, vn- 
der the leading of the Lord Cl;xton, vnto theayde of 
the Ladie Margarete, Regent of the low Countries, 
a2ainſt the Duke of Gelderlande. —_ ? 


 Inthe 
Ef & 


/ 


_— 


OF COMMERCE. 39 
| Intheyeare x 5 3 0.a perpetuall peace was agreed 
ypon, and {worne at Pariſe in France, betwixt the 
Emperour Charles the fifth, the King of England, & 
the French King,during their three lives:and which 
of the three ſhoulkdhr(t violate, or breake this peace, 
the other two were bound to-ſett vpon him, as their 
opcn and ioint enemie : this peace was firſte broken 
on the French Kinges parte, by reaſon of a quarrel! 
betweene the Emperour,and the faide King, where-; 
vpon the King of England, tor his oath and promiſe 
ſake, ſent ouer into Francea great Armie, vnder the 
leading of the Duke of S»ffolke, and prepared a great 
Fleet of ſhippes by ſea, to anoye the ſaide Countrie, 
and by this meancs drewe the Scottes againſt him: 
for the Duke of Alban in ayd of the Frenche, en- 
9 red England,and began to ſpoile the borders there- 
- of, againſt whom the Earle of Surrye was ſent ,hvho 
forced the Scottes to retyre,to their loſſe, and diſho- 
nour,and centred Scotland at their heeles,burninge, 
and ſpoyling the Countrie afore him,and returning 
with great pray,and bootic. 

- Intheyeare 1 54 3. theſaid King Henriethe eight, 
ſent ouer Syr 1ohn Wallop, and other Gentlem&,with 
a band of fix thouſand me,to the ayd of the foreſaid 
Emperour Charles, when he went to Landerſey: and 
inthe yeare 1545.the ſaide King in perſon with two 
——nrh, wok oucr into Fraunce, in ayd of the aide 
Emperour Charles, at which tyme hee beſieged, and 
tooke Bulle : but how 1ll the ſaid Emperor kept pro- 


E Miſe with the ſaid King, and afterwards —_— his 
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knowledge, or privitie,madepeace with the French 
King, I ſhall not neede to ſay much, as being partlie 
freſhe in mans memoric, and partlie commended to 
writing by ſuch,as liued in thoſe dayes. 

In the ycare 1557. Queene Marie in favour of 
her huſband King Philippe,and by his procurement, 
' and meanes, made warres vpon Fraunce, ſending 0- 
uer an armie by ſca, vnder the Lorde Cliztore, highe 
Admirall of England, into Brtarte, where they lan- 
ded, ſpoiled, and burnt a great way into the Coun- 
tric, And another armie of renne thouſand men by 
lande,vnder the Earles of Perbrooke, Bedforde, & Rut- 
land, by whole helpe King Philippe gort the ſtronge 
Towne of &* 9uintins,and had his wilot the French 
King : but the Engliſh by theſe warres,and breaking 
peace with Fraunce for King Philippes ſake, loſt the 
Towne of Calice, which the predecefſours ofthe faid 
Queene,had kept in ſpighte of all France 210.yeeres 
before that time : What other privie helpes Queene 
Marie gaue vnto her ſaide Huſ band, few ornone can 
ecll, but it is tought, he had many an hundred thou. 
{ande poundes 9 her, thatall the worlde knewe 
notof. Theſe warres haue the Kings of Englande ta- 
ken in hande, and theſe aydes from tyme to tyme 
haue they giuen to the houſe of Burgundie, belides 
great, and vnknowen ſummes of money lent, in ſo 
much,that in the opinion of men ofknowledge,and 
expericce,itcoſt the Realme of England three ſkore 
tymes an hundred thouſand poundes atleaſt, in the 
quarrel and defence of the Princes of the ſaid houſe, 


within 
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within the compaſſe of 76.yeres after that Maxim 
ane maricd with the Ladic Aarie, daughter to Charles 
the Warriour, and heire tothe laid houle : to ſaye no- 
thing of that which happencd betore, and nowe of 
late hath fallen out ſince the troubles in the low 
Countrics, in all which the Kinges, and Queenes of 
England, haue ſhewed themſclues faithtul, & triend- 
lic Princes, and good Neighbours,and Allies to the 
the ſaide low Countries, and truchec & readilic haue 
holpen, & ſtood by the Princes thereof in therr grea- 
reſt need, and extremitie : whereas we.can not read, 
that thoſe of the houſe of Bureadie cucr made warres 
againſt Scotlande,or Fraunce in helpe of the Kinges 
of Englande direlie: neither were they, oranic of 
them cuer required thervnto, but once,and that was 
in the dayes of King Edward the fixr, being then but 
cightorRine yercs of age, andatſuchtime as he had 
both warre with Scotland,and Fraunce at once, and 
befides was troubled with a greatrebellio of his ſub. 
iectes at home, for which cauſe a folempne Embaſl- 


fage was ſent to the Emperour Charles the fifth, who Embaſige 


laid before the ſaide Emperour, the tecble cſtate of 
the ſaid King Edwardes intancie,andtender yeares,& | 
the commotion of his ſubieRes,cuen vpon the neck 


perorChar« 
es the fitth 


Edward the 


ofthe warres,and troubles with Fraunce, and Scot. fxth. 


lande, putting the faide Emperour in minde of the 
great Armies, which at ſundrie tymes had been ſent 
out of England inayd of his Father,and Graund.ta- 
ther, and alſo of the daungerous, and chargeable 


watres begunne, and taken in hande by King Henrie 
G the 
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the eight, the ſaid Kinges Father, for the quarrell of 
the ſaid Emperouralone, as then butan Intantallſo, 
and vnder ycares : they did not lett further to tell 
him of the great paines, and travell taken by the ſaid 
King Herrie, with his friendes the Princes Electors, 
and others of Germanic, at the requelt of the faide 
Emperour,to prefterre him to the Imperiall Crown, 
and Dignitic, which he now poſleſled, and perhaps 
might clichaue miſſed : Laſthe,they prayed the ſaid 
Einperour, to remember the auncient, and faithful- 
he continued Amitic betweene the Emperour, and 
his Predeceflours Dukes of Burgundie,and the Pre- 
deceſſours of the faide Kinge Eawarade, and that the 
warres, which he now had with Scotland,& France, 
was for none other cauſe mooved, then in mainte- 
naunce of the faide Amitie, and in defence of the 
Quarrell of the houſe of Burgunaie,andatthe requeſt 
of the Princes thereof onelie: But,as the ſaid Empe- 
rour had dealt before withDuke Frederick of Saxonte, 
by whoſe meanes eſpeciallic he attayned to the Em- 
perial Dignitie,ſo he did the like with King Edward, 
for clean forgetting all olde, and new friend{hippes, 
he gauetheEmbaſladours vncourteous woordes for 
the alterationof the Religion by their Kinge, and 
would doe nothing except the fame were chaunged 
againe to the olde : Wherevpon they beſought the 
ſaid Emperour, that he would at leaſt be pleaſed, to 
take into his handes,and keeping the Towne of Bul. 
{en,not long before gott from Fraunce by King Hen- 
#iethe cight, and that bur for a tyme, till the faide 
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King Edward had quieted the troubles with his ſub. 
tectes at home : but this he would not yeelde vnto 
neither, except the King would change his Religis, 
which the King, and his Counſell (having the tcare 
of God before their eyes) vtterlic refuſed, chooſing 
rather to looſe earthlic thinges, then heauenlie, and 
therefore ſeeing the Emperour would ncither giue 
aydehim ſelte,nor ſuffer anie munition,or ſouldiors 
to goc out of his land into England, nonot ſo much 


asanarmour (asI haue hearde) that one of the Emn- 


baſladours had bought tor him ſelte at Brueſſelles, a 
peace itn the yeare 1549.was concluded with France 
and Scotlande, with the reſtoring of Buller, & vpon 
other conditions according to the tyme : this peace 
fcll out but little to the profit of the Emperour, for 
intheyeare t 5 5 1. began the great warres betweene 
him, and Herrie the Frenche King, wherein the Bur- 
gundians tealt the want of their olde truſtie Fricndes, 
and Allies the King of Englande, and his people. 

And vndoubtedlie, it the Kinges of Englande had 
not continuallie ayded,and aſſiſted the houſe of Buy- 
guxdie, and the low Countreis , they had both been 
Frenche hetore this daye, or it the Frenche Kinge 
might haue been ſure of England,and without feare 
thereof bent his whole forces by fea, and by lande a- 
eainſt the Houſe of Bureundie, and Spain, neither 
ſhould the Emperour haue gott ſo much advantage, 
as he didagainſtthe French King,neither haue been 
able to haue troubled Germanie, and the Germane 


Princes, nor other Princes, States,and Countreis,as 
WI he 
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hedid, neither ſhould he haue gotten ſo much pol: 
ſe{sion, and Dominion in /talie, and other places, as 
hee gott, ncither laſtlie ſhould his ſubicctes haue 
obtained fo great wealth, and ritches, nor ſo much 
knowledge by larde, and by {ea,as they haue done, 
For ſurche, he,and his people may thanke the Kings 
of Englande tor all theſe thinges: tor the ayde of the 
ſaide Kinges, and the traficque, and relorte of the 
Englithe Mcerchannts haue been the principal cauſes | 
thercof,and therefore great reaſon had the Dukes of 
Burzomdie, ro fecke the triendſhippe, and Amitie of 
the Kingcs of Englandc,and to cheriſhe,& augment 
thefameby Treaties, and Entercourle from tyme to 
tymne, which arc yet continued in force: and where- . 
ot the foreſaide Companie of M. M. Adventurers 
hauc ſo good notice, recorde, & vnderſtanding,that 
vpon anie occaſion whatſocuer,they haue them rea- 
dic, thereby to defend the Right of the Realme,and 
2 ſubicctes thereof, againſt ſuch as would either will- 
—_ jullie, or vnawares breake, & violate the ſame,which ' 
ought to remaine as facred, and vntouched, for the 
preſeruation of muruall tricndſhippe, and Amitic | 
berweene both Nations, which oftentimes for want 
of dew care, and prouifion on this bchalte in tyme, 
might turnc into open ennimitie, and alienation.of 
good will.not without daunger of warre inthe end, 
if ome men might haue their willes: As in the yeare 
Don Giral- 15 & 4. Don Giraldo Deſpes Embafladour for the King 
& Dips. of Spaine in England, at the inſtance of the Cardi- 
nall Gramvelle, dealt witha ſtraunger, yet hvinge 11 
England, 
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Engelande,& wel knowenthere, to drawe out a ſum. 
marie of all the dolcances of the low Country Mer- 
chantes, promiſing redreſle therein, or to bringe the 
matter toan open warre, whiche whether the faide 
ſtraunger did,or not, I can not 1uſtlie Taye, but it is 
like enough his buſie head-confidered, and hee hath 
conceyued no ſmall diſcontentement of olde, that 
thinges goe not, as he would faigne haue them in 
Englande tor his owne particular fancies fake, and 
employment, without regardinge the alteration of 
tymes,or breach of Amitie,which might tall out be- 
tweene her Maicſtie, & the States of the vnited low 
Countries for that cauſe, ſo hee might come to his 
purpoſe : For immcdiatclic vpon this followed that 
violent procceding of the Dutches of Parmae, in ba- 
niſhing of Engliſhe Clothe, and Commodities out 
of the low Countries, by meanes wherof, the Com- 


merce,and Trade for a tyme ſurceaſed, not without 


erill of warre betweene the Princes, and their peo- 
ple. The Companie therefore of the M.M. Adven- 
turers area great obſtacle to the raiſing and bringing 
in of new, and vnwonted Tolles, Impoſtes, exacti- 


Fa 5 
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ions, and grievances, which otherwiſe the ſubic&s of 


the Realme of Englande, their Shippes, and goods, 
would be charged with, and oppreſied, contrarie tg 
the treatics of Amitie, and Entercourſes, to the em- 
poueriſhing of the ſaide ſubiectes, & the hinderance 
of the Navigation : whiche commeth to pafle by 
meancs, and helpe of their common purſe, & by offi- 


Cccrs maitteyned to keepe regiſter of all things need- 
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full, and to defende thele common cauſes from time 
© time, when anic Innovation, or {traunge exaction 
is brought in, tending to the hurt, and hinderance 
of the Merchantes,Mariners, & ſea-faring men, and 
conſ{equentlic tothe dammage,and preiudice of the 
whole ſtate : and this a perticular man ls notable to 
doc, for cither his purſe,or meanes will not reach vn- 
eo it, or elſe being loath to ſpende his monie, and 
time,or to hinder his affaires,and trade hereaboutes, 
will rather yceld vato a wronge, whereby it cometh 
to paſſe by licle andlitle, that the auncient rightes of 
che Realme, are cither leſſened,or infringed,& that, 
which oughtnot to bee ny tallages, 
- raxcs, and impoſitions , are leuyed vpon the ſubic, 
to his great grievance, & empoueriſhing, and to the 
bringing of the Trade into ſtraungers handes onely: 
a thing of longe tyme practiſed,and laboured for by 
them, and chieflie prevented,and withſtoode by the 
Companic of M. M. Adventurers , which hath ſtir- 
red vpthe Eaſterlinges,and ſome Merchants of Art- 
werpe, of late dayes againſt them, the Eaſterlings con- 
tineweſtill in their pride of heart, and indurate ma- 
lice, the Antwerprans,and their new-borne Colledge 
(the troubles groweing vpon them) were forced to 
be quiet, though within theſe three yeares,their firſt 
 andlaſt (perhaps)Conlull,and Secretarie haue ſolli- 
cited the States Generall of the vnited Provinces 
with theirComplaints,and accuſations,to embrace, 


and rene their olde quarrelles , and pretences, and \ 


to lctt yp on foote againetheir decayed Conſulate, 
in 
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in recompece of the good ſeruices heretofore done, 
(which I could wiſhe examined for that they vaunt 
them ſclues thereot ) and for the great benehite, that 
may hereafter redoundc, to the ſaide vnited landes, 
| by the ſame, as they would haue the ſaid States be- 
leeue.The true purpole, & drift whereof is nothing 
elſe (as I aide) but to eate the Adventurers out of .,,, _ 
their trade, as they of .Antwerpe heerctofore did the peners cate 
Merchauntes of other Nations, Portingalles, Italians, *)* Mar- 
Dutches, or Germanes, & others, whereby they great. ther Nati- 
lie enriched themſclues, their Prince, and Countrie, 93 out of 
which finallie turned to the hurt, daunger, and dif: ' ; 
quieting of all other Princes, and States, as hath ap- 
peared by the docings, and practiſes of the late King 
Philippe of Spaine, and his Confederates : And to 
ſhewe that this which I haue ſaide, is true, I will by 
the way more perticularlic rippe vp this matter, 
Firſt for the Portingall, we knowe, thatlike a good 
ſimple mi, he failed euerie yeare full hungerlie(God 
wotte) about three partes of the Earth almoſte for 
ſpyces, and when he had brought them home, the 
great ryche purſes of the Antwerpians,ſubicctes of the 
King of Spaine, engrofled them all into their owne 
handes,yea oftentimes gaue money for them before 
hande, making thereofa plain ©Monopolze : whereby 
they onely gaigned,and all other Nations Joſt. For 
that the ſpyces, being in few mens handes,were fold 
at{uch rate, asthey liſted, totheir own privatelucre, . 
and gaign,and to the hurt,and damage of all others. 
The 1;alzans, Engliſhe, and Germane Merchantes, 
were 
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a werexwont to hauca verie profitable,and good trade 
into ltalic with Kerſyes, and other Englyhc, and fo- 
rciga Commoditics tcrving that Countric, but alit- 
tle before the troubles of the low Cuntries, the Apt- 
eecrptans Were growen into that trade, and WCre be- 
come the greateſt Dealers that way, and turther, ta 
Alexandria, Cipres,T ripolie m Siria,and other remote 
placcs, ſcruing the ſame more then anic other, with 
linen Cloth, Worſteds, Sayes, Tapeſtrie, and other 
Netherlandiſhe Wares, by meancs whereof the ſaid 
Italians, Engliſhe, & Germanes wete torced to leaue 
that trade, or to doe veric litle. 

The Dutch,or Germane Merchantes had the whole 
Trade in their owne handes, of all Commodities 
brought to Antwerpe from other places, that ſerued 
Germanie, buying vpall them (clues, and carycing 
them tothe Townes,and Martes in their own Coil- 
tric: But in a few yeres the Antwerpians had alſo who. 
lie gott that Trade, and the Germanes in a manner, 
did nothing,for the other in all Martes,and Faires in 
Dutchlande, bare the chicteſtſwindge, and ſerued 
the ſame with Commodities of all Landes,and of all 
{ortes, ſo that looke what the Germane vſed to gert, 
that they gott, cating as it were, the bread out of his 
mouth. 

As for the Ear#eriinges,they had begunne a Staple 
of their commodities at Antwerpe,but in the opinion 
of wyle-men, if it had longe continued, it would 
haue eaten out cleane, & conſumed theirMerchants 


and Mariners from the ſeas,as they began notalittle 
to be 


© 
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to be diminiſhed by thoſe of 4miteraam, and other, 
but new vpſtart Townes in Holand, with their great 
number of Hulkes, & other ſhippes : of the Spaniſh 

rade, and Merchantes of Spaine, becauſe they were 
King Phl;ppes ſubicctes,there is not much to be ſaid, 
bur yet the Artwerpians had meancs, to gett a good 


'fleele from them too : for the Merchauntes of Ant 


weype, becing of great wealth , wereable to ſell thele 


 commoditics, which beſt ſerued Spaine, andthe 1x- 
«tes, at longe dayes of payement, & by meanesther- 


of did ſctt them at ſuch highe,and deare pryces, that 
when the dayes of payment came, and the Spaniard 
{acked his returncs, to keepe credite with, hee was 
forced torunne vpon the Exchaunge,orIntereſt,rill 
his provition came in,by which time his gaynes was 
conſumed by vſurie, and many tymes ſome of the 
principall : beſides, they folde the Spaniarde their 
worſt wares, and caried the choyceſt them {clues in- 
to Spaine, whether they traded more,the al the Spa- 
niardes in the lande did . For the trade of the Mer- 
chauntes of Fraunce : there hath been often warre 
betwene that Countric,and the Dukes of Burgunate, 
as hath bin aboue partlie touched, by meanes wher- 
of, there hath been much colouring of goodes bc- 
tweene the one Princes people, and the other, and 
that ſo ordinarilic, and cunninglic, that the Antwer. 
prans aboue all the Merchauntes belides,were as pri- 
vic, expert,and ſkiltull in all the Frenche trickes,and 
indirect trades and conveyances, as the Frenchmen 


H French 


them ſelues, by reaſon whereof, in tyme of peace,the 
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Frenche Merchauntes were much endamaged, and 
hindred : for the Antwerpians ſerued Germante,Spaine, 
Portingall, Eaitlande, and their neighbours ofthelow 
Colitrics,with ſuch things,as the French men them- 
{clues vſed to (ell, and vent in thoſe places : now lert 
vs looke a while into England,and takea view,what 
the Antwerpians, and other race 
lie thoſt of Antwerpe, haue done there, and you ſhall 
tinde that not paſt 80.yeares agoe, there were not 1n 


all Lonaoz about twclue, or lixteene lowe Countrie 


Merchantecs, and among(t them, not paſt tower of 
anic credite, or eſtimation. For the Merchaundile 


which they then brought into Englande moſt, were: 


ſtone porres, bruſhes, puppettes, and toyes for chil- 
dren, briſtles tor ſhoemakers,and tuch other pedlery 
ware of {inall valew , and ſometimes alitle hiſhe, and 
three or foure pieces of linen Cloth, but inlefſe then 
the compaſle of fortie yeares following, there were 
in Zoxaon, at leaſt one hundred Netherlandiſh Mer- 
chantes,the moſt parte whereof were of Antwerp,and 
thether they brought all kinde of wares, whiche the 
Merchauntes of 1talie, Germanie, Spaine, Fraunce, and 


Ea#tlande (of all whiche Nations there were before 


that tyme diucrſe famous, and notable riche Mer- 
chants and Companies) viedto bring into England 
out of their owne Countries diredtlie, to the great 
damage of the fatde ſtraungers, and of the Naturall 
borne Engliſh Merchauntes, whiche Engliſhe Mer- 
chantes and their trade alſo the ſaid: Netherlanders 
{butcſpecially thoſe of Antwerpe)as n.uch as in _ 
| _ aye, 
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laye,cuen then ſought, and practiſed ro deſtroy, and 


_ ouerthrow,and ſince haue been manic yearcs about 


it,whichin good time was diſcoucred,and by the di- 
lIigence,and trauaile of the MerchantesAduenturers 
principallic, not without their great coſt,and charge 
hath been hctherto withſtood, and prevented, & 10 
will be ſtill ſo long,as thatCompanie continueth on 
foot, let the other repine,and mutter at it,as much as 
they lift, and ſecke to croſle, and hinder the Adven- 
turers, wherelocuer they can procure audience with 
their vaſcaſonable Remonſtrances, ſpitetull Decla- 
rations,and harſheComplaintes,to the raiſing vp,as 
much as in them lyeth, of thelike ſtirre,and dilagree- 
ment betweene her Maicftie,and the States of the v- 
nited Netherlandes atthis time, as happened in the 
yeare 1 563, vnder the gouucrnement of the Dur. 
cheſle of Parma, Regent tor the late King Philippe of 
Spaine, at thattimcin the low Countries : when as 
through the complaint of the Merchantes of C»t- 
werpe principallic,and of others of the ſaid low Coil- 
tries, againſt the raiſing of theCuſtome of Clothe,& 
of toreignWares brought intoEngland,and ſpecial- 
lic againſt anAcof Parlecament made for the ſetting 
of her Maieſties people on worke, by vertue where- 
of foreign wares, as Pinnes, Kniues, Hattes, Girdles, 
Ribbin,and ſuch like, were forbidden to be brought 
in readie wrought, to th'intent, that her Highnes 
ſubictes might be employed in making thereof, the 
ſaide Dutcheſſe of Parma by proclamation forbadd 
the carying into England of anic kinde of matter,or 

Hz dung, 
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thing, wherewith the ſaid wares mightbc made;and 
banithed out of the low Countrics all Manufacture, 

or handic-worke, as Bayes, &c. made in Englande, 
Clothe,and Kerſye onely exceptcd, which alſo ſhce 
afterwardes forbad to be brought in vpon payne of 
confiſcation, vnder ſhew, or pretence of intection, 
(for that the plague had raigned veric ſore in Londox 
and other places of the Realme that ſommer) but in 
verie tructh the right cauſe was, tor that ſhee could 
not haue her will in the abouc-mentioned pointes, 
and tooke that time of mortalitic,and wante of trade 

in Englande, £0 be the readictt, and fitteſt opportu- 
nitic to attayne therevnto, So that finalliethe M.M, 
Adventurers, after they had kept their Clothes, and 
other goods aboorde thcir ſhippes in the Riuer of 
Thames, and Scheld five monethes together,& might 
not be permitted to lande them at Antwerpe, were at 
length forced to departe with the ſame vnto the 
Town of Embaen in Eaſtfriſeland, where they obtay+ ©; 
ned Priviledges,8 Contracted for a freeCommerce 
with the two yonge Earles Eggard and 14n, and the 
Ladic 4»ne Counteſle of 0/denburzhe their Mother, 
Anno r 5.6 4. who neither feared, nor founde anie 
contagioninthe Engliſhe, and their Commodities, 
and by this meanes brake the violence of the forefaid: 
Dutchefles intention, ereRting thcir trade in the a+ 
boucſaid Towne, and keauing Antwerpe,and the low 
Countries, wherevpon King Philippe, and his Mini. ; 
ſters grieving ſore, that they could not haue their 


will of her Maicſtic, and her Highnes ſubicRees, _ 
ns that 
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'that they muſt forgoe ſo profitable a Milche-cowe, 

as the Engliſh trade was vnto the low Countries, an Probibitien 
Edic or Proclamation was ſert forth in the Moneth theta 
of Maye of the abouc-ſaide year, Thatno perſon in g'1%e bY K, 
the ſaide low Cuntries,ſhould haue,or vſeany trade © **** 
with the Engliſhc at Emzbazn, buy anic Cloth,or En- 

gliſhe Woollen commodirie of them, or caric them 

anic wares vpon paine of confiſcation of the ſame: 

then the which dealing what could be more inturt- 

ous, or enemy-like in time of ope warres 2 Bur here- 

in the ſaide King not onely ſhott at the iſtate of En» 

gland, but withall he endammaged other Nations, 

and particularlic thoſe of the Empire, as though no 
Countric-Merchants ought totrade any where, but 

in his Countries, and wherl, and where, and with 

whom tt pleaſed him,thereby to holdeall the whole 

trade of Merchandiſe in hisNetherlandes alone, for- 

bidding vpon paine of loſſe of goodes the Imperiall 
Merchantes, as well as others, from occupying,buy- | 

ing, or (clling within the limites of the Empire, as | 
though he had been Empcrour him felte, and more 

then Emperour : In which point hee touched verie 

neate the toppe & heigth of the EmperiallCrowne, 

and Dignirie, in that being but Duke of Burgznate, 

and inthat reſpect but a Robiea of the Empire, hee 

tooke vpon him peremptorilie, to commaunde, re. 

ſtrayne, forbidde,and iniuriouſlic to breake the old, 

and auncient freedomes,and libertics of the Empire 

freelie yeelded, and fo longe Religiouſlie maintey 


ned,and keptas well towardesall the ſubiectcs,as to- 
H 3 wardes 


54 A TREATISE 


wardes all thefricndes,8Allics of the ſame, amongſt 
which Friendes the Engliſhe haue been continually 
not the lcaſt, orlaſt, as tetching thcir originall out of 
ehc aide holy Empire : Atlength when the King of 
ARiall the inſtigation of his Netherlanders, 
SR Wainiſtcrs, ſawe, that hee could not pre- 
vaile,and wereat aſtand,heand they were glad,and 
faync to come toa proviſtonall agreement, and to 
accept of ſuch Priviledges, and liberties, as the ſaide 
Netherlanders enioyed in England in the laſt yeare 
of Queene Mares raigne : whiche was the yeare of 
our Lord 1 5 5 8.and to call in all thoſe forclaid Plac- 
cates, Edictes, and Prohibitions made againſt the 
Engliſhe, and bringing in of Engliſhe wares. 

And although in the yeare following, and the yere 
x56 6.4 dicte was heldeat Bridzes, for the taking vp, 
and compounding of all variances, difficulties, grie- 
vanccs by certaine Embaſladoures ſent from both 
Princes, yetnothing was concluded, the Cuſtomes 
about the which the firſt, and moſte queſtion grew, 
wcre forall the Netherlandſhe Merchantes wrang- 
ling, and importunitie continued, as hauing been c- 
rected in Queene Mares dayes (King Philippe their 
naturall Prince being maricd to her) andthe former 
agrcement made in the yeare . 564. betwecne the 
Queenes Counſell, and Don Gaſman dt Sikva, Em- 
baſladour for the aboucſaid King, ſtoode, and fo re- 
mayned in force till the yeare 1568. when as the 
Duke of 4/44 1n the low Countrics, and Kinge Phi- 
lippe throughout Spain cauſed the perſons,& goods 

OL 
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of the EngliſhMerchantes,to be arreſted, and ſtayed, 
vpon this occaſ1on: it happened in the abouc-faide 
yeare 1 5 68. thata great thippe of Biſcate, and foure 
Pinafſes which the Spaniards call Aſſabres, were eha- 
fed by certaine men of warre bel6ging to the Prince 
of Condc into the hau@ of Plmmonuth: in which great 
ſhippe were the valew of two hundred thouſand pt 
ſtolettes, which moniethe Spaniſhe Embaſſadour at 
thattime in England, Doz Giralas Deſpes, required ro 
haue deliucred vnto him, as belonging to the Kinge 
his Maiſter, with conſent to conveigh the fame to 
Antwerpe vnto the Duke of ©Alua, which was graun- 
ted him, but while he attended order from the {aide 
Duke, about the ſaute ſending of the ſaid monic,her 
Maicſtie came to the knowledge, that it did not be- 
longeto the King of Spaine, but vnto-certaine Mer- 
chauntes of Genwa, & that the Duke of Alua,needing 
monie, meant to ſeaze vpon the fame,and turne it to 
the Kinges vie. Which the'owners fearinge, choſe 
rather,that it ſhould remain in the Queenes handes: 
wherevpon her Maicſtic cauſedall the monic to bee 
landed, ſaying that ſhee would borow it of the Itali- 
ans, with their good will,and liking, and ſo preſerue 
it fromthe Frenche,who threatened to fetche it by |, 

force out of the Hauen, where it laye. The Duke as of atba ae- 
ſooneas he had knowledge heereof, ſuddenlic com- ***th the 

maunded all the Merchauntes Adventurers to be ar- axtora” 
reſted at Antwerpe;and cauſed them to be kept ſafe in the Englifh 


in Anwwer 


the Engliſhe houſe, with a companie of Dutch foul. & c1{@whers 
dicrs : he commaunded alto the ſhippegand on pinto 
0) > 
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oefall the Engliſhe Merchantcs,as well at Antwerpe,as 
clicwherc,to be attached,and inventariſcd,which he 
attcrwardes folde to Fernando: Frias, a Spaniard, and 
others, tothe vic of the King of Spaine . When her 
Maicſtic vnderſtood of this haſtic, & vnadviſed dca- | 
fing ofthe Duke of Alva, ſhee gaue leaue vnto hcr 
ſubiccts for their Indempnitic, to arreſt the Nether- 
landers, and their goodes in Englande : By meanes 
of theſe generall arreſtes on both lides, the trade of 
the M.M.Advcturers ceaſed at Antwerpe, but for the 
fale of the Commoditie of the lIande,they preſentlic 
contracted with the Town of Hambereneh, and there 
helde their Martes onely for a time: The Duke of 
Alaa on the other {1de,to hinder the Trade,and con- 
{cquentlieto hurt the ſtate of Englande,the laſkdaye 
of Marche 1 5 6 9. by ſtraight proclamation forbad 
all dealing with the Engliſhe, either in carying them 
any wares, orbuying of them Engliſhe Commodi- 
tic to bee brought into the lowe Countreis, appoin- 

_ tiggtorthe more ſcuere execution heereof certaine 
ſpycs,or promoters, among the which, as principall, 
was Doctour Storie,of whoſe ſhamcfull,and well de- 
{crucd puniſhement,and end, there is yet frcſhe me. 
morie : but theſe differences, and troubles were af- 
terwardes inthe yeare 157 4-ata Dicte heldeat By:- 

ſtowe taken vp, and agreed, and the Entercourſc was 7 
rencived, and confirmed in ſuch maner, as was con- © 
cluded at Bridzes inthe yeare 66. tothe high honour 
and commendati6 of her Maicſtie, who medled not 
with one penic of the arreſtes goodes, but = the 
Fo ae 
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the ſame wholy oner vnto her ſubiectes, in recom- 
pence of their loſſes in the lowe Countries, and ho- 
aorablic contented the owners of the monie (about 
the which theQueſtion and trouble firſt roſe)tor the 
ſame : whereas to the contraric the King of Spaine 
neuer recompenced his ſubicctes for their damages, 
but as is faide,converted all the Engliſh Merchantes 
goodes which he tound in the low Countries, or in 
Spaine,to his owne vic, without hauing the leaſt co. 
{1deration of the loſle of anic man. By the aboue. 
written diſcourſe we may perceiue the {leightes,pra- 
ctiſes,and induſtric of the Antwerprans, and Nether. 
landers, to drawe the trade of all Nations into their 
owne handes, the proud, vaneighbourlie, yea cnni- 
milike Edictes, & Proſcriptions of the Dutcheſle of 
Parma, vpon the vnrcaſonable complaintes, and de. 
maundes of her Merchantes, no doubt egged on by 
che Cardinall Granvelle in hatred of the Religio pro- 
fefſed in England : the raſhe and vnadviſed arreſtes, 
and detayning of the perſons, and goodes of the M, 
M. Adventurers, and others in the lowe Countries, 
and Spaine by the King,and the Duke of Alva: the 
Heroicall courage, wiledome, and cquitie of our gra- 
cious Queene tn defence,and relicte of her ſubiees 
wronged, and ſpoiled in barbarous forte, contrarie 
to rea{on, and againſt the Entercours, and Treaties 
{yorne,and eſtabliſhed betweene both theNations, 
and the Princes thereof : And laſtlic, the great care, 
and travaile of the M.M. Aduenturers in middeſt of 


all theſe troubles, & their exceeding great loſſes,and 
I hinde- 
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hinderances to ſceke, and procure a place, Firfte at 
: Embden, then at Hamborough, tor vert of the Com- 
moditic of the Realm,and maintenance ofthe trade, 
whereby ſo mante live, the overthrowe, and deſtru. 
ion whercot, hath been the principall marke, and 
purpoſe of all the aboue-menttoned Complaintes, 
Edictes, Proſcriptions, and Arreſtes, and is nowe at 
this day ofall the violent machinations, & workings 
ofthe King of Spaine,and his Miniſters, and tauou- 
rers ( to which partic the Harxſes adioigne them el. 
ues with might and mayn)thinking thereby,to ſtirre 
vp ſome notable commotion, trouble,ot diſorder in 
the State of Englande, and ſothe ſooner to bring to 
paſſe their longe purpoſed bloodie, and treacherous 
practiſes againſt the precious lite of her Maicttie, 
{ whom the Lorde longe preſcerue amongelt vs) and 
againſt the true Religion, and Church of Chriſt 

lanted in her Highnes Dominions, and in f{tcede 
thereof to ſett ſtraungers ouer vs, and to reeſtablithe 
Poperie, and fo laſthe,bringe the whole Engliſhe 
people, and ſubices of her Maicſtie, into miſcrable 
{laueric of bodic, and Conſcience, vnder an vngod- 
lie and ſuperſtitious Nation, from the whiche the 
Almightic God in mercie keepe vs, and our poſteri. 
tic, that wee may ſee peace in our dayes, and that 
there may be reſt inthe Church vnto the end of the 
worlde: Butto returneto my purpoſe, 


| Thar 
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WOPOZUTE 
wok, 
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Th. the better and greater vent and advancement 
of Enzliſh Commodities, and the bringing 'n of 
foretone Wares (good cheape) is procured 
by the Companie of Merchant: 
CAAVEUUTers. 


_, H = next benefite which ariſeth tw 
the Prince, and State by the mainte- 
nance of the Companie of M. M. 
AZ Adventurers is, The better and grea. 
A ter vent, and advauncement of En. 
AST oliſhe Commodities, and the brin- 
ging in good cheape of foreigne Wares. Which to 
be 4 not onely that which hath paſſed heeretofore, 
but alſo freſhe experience hath ſufticientlie manife- 
ſted : for rſt itis plaine, as hath been: aboue tou- 
ched, that in tymes longe paſte, and cuen of late 
yeares,the M M. Adventurers did {cttle them ſelucs 
in ſomeone Towne of the lowCountrics,and there 
ſtapling the Woollen Clothe, Kerfyes, and other 
the commodities of the Realm of England, in good 
and merchantlike order, and vnder good & prudent 
'Gouuernement, did atende the Merchantes ſtraun- 
gers, whiche ſhould repaire vnto the ſaide Towne, 
(commonlie tearmed the Mart Towne) to buyethe 
ſaide Clothes, Kerſyes,&c. or to ſell, or barter vnto 


the Merchaunt Adventurer ſuch foreigne commo- 
I 2 ditics 
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ditics, as were moſt fitt, and neceſfarie forthe Realm 
,of Englande, by meanes whereof great numbers of 
-Merchauntes of Eaflande,Germanie,1talie,and almoſt 
out of all the Townes, and Provinces of the lowe 
Countrics reſorted tothe Mart Town: and there in 
moſte ample,triendlic, and Merchantlike maner did 
trafficque,and deale with the ſaide M. M, Aduentu- 
rcrs, whereby the Engliſh Commodities were kepr, 
and holden in {ingulare credite, and eſtimation, and 
all kinde of toreign wares were returned, & brought 
in at rca{onable, and low prices, not onely to the 
good of the common Wealth of Englande in gene- 
rall, and the benefite of the M. M. Adventurers in 
particular, but alſo to the great ſatisfa&tion, content- 
' ment, and good liking of all the abouc-ſaide foreign 
* States, and people, in to much, that ſome great per» 
ſonages,drawenwith the verie reporte ofthe feemlie 
dcaling, cariage, and orders of the Companie of M. 
M. Aducnturers,haue repaired to the Marte Fown, 
to beholde, and (ce the ſame. 

This courſe deriued from common reaſon, and 
approoued by Experience, (the ſureſt Door in the | 
ſ{choole of Mans life) manie yeares togeather hathe 
been obſcrued,& continued in the aboucfaid Com- 
panie, as a principall point, and one of the mayne _ 
poſtes, and pillers of the ſame : For firſt, it cannot be J 
denied, that to advaunceanie thing, and to make it 
of price, and eſtimation, is to bring it in requeſt : {e- 
condlie,to bring it in requeſt,is ro drawe a concours 
& multitude to delire it: and laſtlie, the beſt meanes, 

© 
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to drawea Concours and multitude; is to appointe 
a certen place, whether men may commodioutly re- 
forte, where allo if they may finde, not onely that 
whiche they defire, and haue neede of, but withall 
may vent that, which theirCountrie bringeth forth, 
and hath plentie of, itis a double cauſe, and allure- 
ment to invite them to ſuch concourſe,and flocking 
together. From this reaſon is the order, and inſtitu- 
tion of the Marte-Towne fo longe, and fo {criouſlie 
practiſed, and maintayned by the M. M. Aduentu- 
rers, which to be ſoundlie, & well grounded, I think 
no man will gair-ſaye, next late experience, as well 
at home, as abroade, hath taught vs, that when ano- 
ther courſe was liked of by ſome, and that diverſe of 
the Companie had diſbanded them ſelues,and held 
not the forctaid commendable, and Merchauntlike 
courſe, bur greed vnto them ſelues a private, irre- 
eulare, and hating trade, the commoditic of the 
Realme lay vnventcd, or grew to bee embaſed, and 
ſolde at lower prices,then before: for when as about 
fourteene yeares palt, in the 29*" yeare of her Maie- 
ſties Raigne, the Wooll-growers, Clothiers, Wea- Complainr 
vers,and others liuing vponCloth- making, wanting >< woo! 


a _ , growers & 
their accuſtomed commoditie, gaines, and woorke, Clothiers 


madea grievous complaint thereof, it was thought {97 want 0 
to be the onelie expedient to remedie this fore, to * 
giue libertie to all her Highnes Subiects, and others, 

to buye,and tranſporte Clothe accordinge to the li- 

mitation of the lawes,any grafites, or Priviledges by 


her Maieſtiesprerogatiue heeretofore to the __— 
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Aduenturers graunted notwithſtandinge : yet wee 
fawe,that the maladic was neucr a whittthe better, 
burrather grew worſe,and worſe,in ſomuchthatthe 
poore people 1n Wiliſhrere, and G locesterſhiere, livinge 
wholy vpon Clothe making,in great numbers were 
readic to growe into a mutinie tor this caule, to the 
{ingulare rcioycing of the enemies of her Maieſtic, 
and in particulare of the Harnfes, who defire nothing 
more, then the oucrthrowe of the M. M. Aduecntu- 
cers, and their Trade : thereby finalhe intendinge to 
dilturbe the peace of the whole Realme. At length 
when all men expectcd nothing elle, but an abolith- 
mcnt,and diſfolving of the aboucſaid. Companie,as 
the ſole,and onely cauſe of all this gricte, the ſetting 
vp of the Steelyarde againe, and the equalling of all 
the ſubicdtes, and others in the Realme, in tranſpor- 
ting, and carying out of Clothe. None of all theſe 
thinges fell out, but to the contrarie,thoſe of the ſaid 
Companie were ſent for, and after they had been 
heard, and had madeknowen the true caule of the a- 
boucſaid foarc in deed, they werexvilled to-proceed 
inthcir Trade, with promiſe of afſiſtence,and.coun- 
tenaunce from my Lordes,and others of the Coun- 
{cill, which affuredlie their Honors would not haue 
donne, it thatthey had ſeene, that the late innovari- 
on, or libertic had brought foorth, or was likelie to 
bring foorth the promiſed effec, or that without the 
ſaide Companie of M. M. Adventurers ſo great a 
quantitic of the Woollen comoditics of the Realm, 


could be vented, as in former tymes, when the faide 
Y M.M. 
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M.M. Adventurers were mainteyned,and backed in 
their full Priviledges and Rightes. 


encombred with no {mall difficultics : tor that 

neither of their Mart-Townes(Embader & Mid. 
&elborough) were verie ſaute,or fit for the vtteraunce 
of their Commoditics, neither knew they, where to 
finde a place covenient for that purpoſe : tor at Mid. 
aelborough, partlie through the continuall loanes of 
great ſummes of monie, vpon the necke one of ano. 
therrequired at their handes, without warrant or au- 
thoritic from her Maicſtic, and parthe thorough the 
teare of dafiger they were pur in by the Earle of Le 
zefter,then Gouvernour of the vnited Provinces,the 
Trade was ina manner wholy damped, and diuerſe 
of the principalleſt of the Companie in thar place, 
almoſt in lying manner, with-drew themſelucs,and 
their goodes into Holland: At Embaen on the other 
fide, thinges were in no verie good tearmes, by rea- 
ſon of the Duke of Parmaes prevaylinge in the Pro- 
vinces next adioyning, and that the States ſent their 
men of warre into the Riuer of Zmbs, whereby the 
trade by lande grew exceeding perillous,and by wa- 
ter troubleſome and chargeable: fomealfo to mend 
the matter,ſticked not to put into mens mindes a ſul- 
picion ofthe Count Feadard of Eaitfriſelande, as a le- 
crete Pentioner,and fauourer of the King of Spain, 
and ſure it is, that his chiefe Officer Ocko Freez, then 


Droſlart of Embaer, ſhewed him {clfby many (i _ 
od 


/ 'He Marchantes Adventurers were at this time 
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& ations, very much enclined to the Spaniſh part& 

The Harſes allo in the yeare -1 5 8 2. atan Allemblic 

of the Empire at Ausburghe, by tauour, and afſiſtence 

of the Spaniſh miniſters,and of the Princes,and Pre- 
lates of the Romiſh Religion (the moſt part wherot 

were at the devotion of the houſe of A#i7ritche) had 

vpon their complaintes, and iniurious informations 
obtaineda Decreetor th'expelling ofthe Trade,and 
reftdence of the M. M. Adventurers out of the Em- 

pire,and otherwiſe by new occalions of loſſes, ſuſtai- 

nedat ſcaby Engliſh men of warre(though nothing 

were done to them contrarie tothe law of Nations) 

were ſore incenſed, not onely againſt the ſaid M.M. 
Adv'Gturers,butalſo againſt the wholcEngliſh name; 

{o that there was little or no hope, or likelyhoode to 
findeanie friendſhippe, or good entertaynement at 

their handes. | 

The Companie all theſe difhicultics notwithſtan» 

ding, taking new courage, and moued in dewticto. 
 wardes her Maieſtic, and their Natiue Countrie, In 
Commilst- the yeare 1 5 87. ſent their Commiſſioners Syr K:. 
© rreate Chard Saltoyſtall, Knight, at that |tyme their Gouver- 
with 1%  nour, & Doctor Giles Fletcher, a Ciuilian vnto Hams 
gers of new borongh with foure ſhippes loaden withCloth,to tric 
Pruulcges, the mindes of that people, and whether they could 
procure are{idence ſn that Towne againe ( whether 

they were invited by letters of the 19. of Augult; 

x 5 86. from the Senate,) The Hambureers notwith. 

ſtanding their ſaide letters, by the inſtigation of the 

Duke of Parma, who at this time was wholy inten« 
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tiucinamannerto the matters of England, and had 
inckling of a commotion doubted among the com- 
mons there, for want of worke (the appealing or cn. 
creale whereof much depended vpon the M.M.Ad- 
venturers Trade,and therefore ſought by all meanes 
to diſturbe it) held them ſelues very fyce, and coye, 
and hauing daily in their Counſcill Doctor Weſer- 
dorp of Groeninghe, ſent thether by Yerdugo, Gouucr- 
nour of Weitfriſclande tor the Kinge of Spaine,delay- 
ed, and dallied with the forclaid Commiſſioners, 10 
that after much labour ſpent, nothing in the ende 
was concluded : for the Hambareers beeing certified 
by the aboucſaid Door Weſenaorp, of the great pre- 
paration in hande, and the invation intended by the 
King of Spaine againſt Englande, of the happic ſuc- 
ceſle whereof, he promiſed and preſumed much,and 
of the which the Hamborehers (it ſhould ſeeme)con- 
cciued no {mal hope,vpon euery daycs newes cither 
confirmed, or recalled that, which betore hand with 
much a doc, had been paſſed, and agreed vppon be- 
tweenc them, and the M.M. Adu@turers Commiſh- 
oners, exculing this their light dealing ſometime by 
the vnwillingenes of their Commons, (whoſe con- 
ſentes as they ſaide they could not obteyne) other- 
whiles by want of authoritie £16 the reſt of the Han- 
ſes, without whoſe privitieand liking they might not 
conclude any ſuch thing, and yet they had written 
the contrarie in the aboucſaid letter: in theſe words, 
Neque tamen ad has noftras privatas Ciſultationes reliqua- 


rum Civitatum Confaderatarum conſenſum requirendum 
47 bt 
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«rvitramar:$0 that in fine the Commiſſioners being 
wearicd with theſe delayes,and finding that at'Szage, 
a Townenot farre diſtant from Hambourgh,the trade 


Scituarion 


ofthe 194.2, Might be well [cated, thether they repaired,and pro- 
2X Stave, Curcda Refidence, and Priviledges there inthe mo- 
ncth of Semtember 15 8 7.This Towne of Sraae is an 

auncient tree towne of the Empire, in the territorie 
of the Archbithoppe ot Brexwe, who as Protector of 

the Towne, hath a Tolle there, bur no other com- 

maund, It is ſcituatc from the rtucr of Eb about two 
Engliſh miles, out ot the which 1sa Creck called the 

- Swinge, which ebbeth and floweth vp to the Towne, 
-andisable to carie a ſhippe of tour{kore or an hun- 

.dred tonnes, and maketha ſaute, and quiet harbour 

for ſhipps inall weathers: The Town ſtandeth ypon 

the maine land of Germarnze, on the hether fide of the 

Elb, a dayes journey from Bremer, three dayes tour- 

nie from Embden, as manic from Caſſell in Heſſen-land, 

two daycs iournie from Zunenburgh, and from Ham- 
beurehi1x houres : veric nearc, and convenicnt for 
weitfalia, Freeſlande, and the partes thereabours : in 

the winter ſeaſon, and alwayes farrc better, & com- 

” | modiouler then Hamboros þfor tranſportinge, and 

| {ending of goodes toand fro the aboucſaid townes, 
.and partes of Dutcheland, In this Towne therefore 

lying ſo commodious, and fit for trade, though old 

and vnfrequented,the Companicat their own great 

= <oſtes,and charges, by their abouctaide Commiſſto. 
mpnecges ncrs, obtayned Priviledges with theallowance, and 
Srade, good Ilyking ofthe Archbiſhoppe, and Chapter ot 
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Brerr : and there they found great, and quickevtte- 
raunce of their Commodities at good rares,and pri- 
ccs, Marchauntes reforting thether from all partes, 
for in the whole Towne of Stade was not one Mer. 
chaunt before the Companies of M. M, Adveturers - 
coming thether, but they liued generallie all the in- 
habitanres thercof vpon tillage, tecdinge of cattell, 
fivine, and other huf bandric, the Towne alſo with 
the houſes and buildinges thercot, was almoſt vtter- 
he decayed, and growen ruinous, but in the tenne 
yeares that the Copamereſided in that Town,there 
was a ſtraunge altcrarion, fo that it grew in deede to 
beanother Towne in regard of that it was before, & 
as the eſtate of Stade mended daily, ſo the Trade en- 
creaſed, till the publication of the Emperours Ian. 
dateintheyeare1 597. theende of which Maraate, 
a blind man may fee to be none orher,then through 
the fides ofthe M.M. Adventurers to hurt;& wound 
the Stare of England, that is by the ſubuer(16 of that 
Companic,to toppe the vent of Engliſh Clothe,by 
the which ſo manic thouſandes are tedd, and ſuſtat- 
ned inthe lande, and muſt want, it the Trade faile, 
to repoſſeſſe the Hanſes with their olde antiquated, 
and obſolete Priviledges no way fufferable by the 
Prince or State, and to gratifiethe Capitall Enemics | 
ofthis Realme : And therefore could wiſhe all the 
well-willers,and louers of the common wealth, and 
ſtate of Englande, and all the good ſubicctes of her 
Maieſtie, that through Envie, or miſconceipt, they 


fecke not,or procure the decay, or hinderance of the 
K 2 abouc 


Norebergh 
Traders, & 

traders out 

of the Mart 
"Townes, 
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aboue ſaide Companic, leaſt vnawares they 1oyne 


-handes with the common Encmie, who ſecketh not 


onclic the ſubucr{ion ofthe faide Companic,butat 

{oof this whole Realme, from the which the Lorde 

in mercie preſerue vs. 
By that which hath beenaboue fett downe,I doubr 


not, but it alreadie in parte appeareth, how true it 18% 
by late experienceat home,that theCommoditic ot | 


thc Realme can neither ſo-wel, nor in ſo great quan- 
titic be vented by anie other courle, as by maintcy- 
ning the M.M. Aduenturers in their Trade,and Pri- 
uiledges : for further proofe whereof, and that fo. 
reigne wares are by this meancs brought into the 
lande at the more reaſonable rates, let vs ſee what 
hath happened abroad, and conſider the particulare 


docinges of ſome Fellowes, and brethren ofthe aid 


Companie, 


In the yeare 1 5 $4, anda few yeares before, ſome 
of the Companie had tound our, and vieda trade to 
the Towne of Norenberehe, and other partes of Ger- 
manie,contrarie tothe old good orders of the Com- 
panic, eſpeciallic that, whiche forbiddeth trade out 
of the Marte Townes, ordayned for the keeping in 
credite,and bctrer vent of EngliſhCommoditie,and 
bringing in of foreign Wares-good cheape,& atrea- 
{onable prices : So that where the trade was before 
=_ in the Mart Townes betweene Engliſhe, and 
orcigne Merchauntes, it was now growen ( eſpeci- 
allic inthe Towne of Embaer) to bec betweene En» 


» gliſh, 
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eliſh,and Engliſh Merchantes : Thoſe whiche vſed 
this Trade, to excuſe their docinges alleadged, that 
they did tranſporte,& carrie from the Mart Townes 
as great a quantitie of Clothes, Kerlyes, and other 
woollen commodities, and atas good prices, as the 
Merchaunt ſtraunger did, or would doe, and that 
they brought to the Mart Townes, as much foreign 
Ware, andthat as good, and as good cheape, as the 
ſtraunger Merchauntes could doe, and therefore, if 
the M.M. Adventurers were not of an envious dif- 
polition, they could bee content, that their owne 
Countriemen, and brethren, ſhould rather gaigne, 
then Straungers. Heerevnto it was aun{wered: That 
although all this were true, and graunted, / as it was 
not, for that much might be co__ there-againſt) 
yet all men of ſound reaſon,& vnderſtanding,mighte 
ca(ilie (ee, and perceiue, that a Commoditic ſought 
forat the Mart Townes, is more eſtecmed by the 
ſceker thereof chere, then it it were brought home, 
and offred to him to {cltat his owne doores,and the 
Merchauntes proverbc is (That there is wwentie in the 
hundred difference betweene, will you buye ?: and you ſell? ) 
And therefore,admitt that theſe Traders to Noren- 
berzhe, did tranſporte from the Marte- Townes, as 
manic Clothes, Kerſyes, &c. as the ſtraunge Mer- 
chantes did, or would doe, yet could not the faide 
Clothes, Kerſyes,&c. beare ſuch price, andeſtimart- 
on in Norenbereh, and other partes of Germanie, be- 
ing there offercd to ſell by Engliſhe, as they would 
doe, if they were to bee ſolde by ſtraungers, or the 

K 3 Natu- 
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Naturalls of the place,for the aboue written reaſon: 
the like might bee ſa1d, and vnderſtoode of foreigne 
Wares, that the ſame would bee bought, as good 
chcapcatthe leaſt in theMart Townes,as they are to 
beboughtat the ſtraſigers own doores:befides it was 
toundc,that, as ſome ſortes of {i]ke wares were in 2 
grcater quantitie, then heeretofore brought by the 
faide Norenberghe Traders into England, ſo were the 
fame wares much falſified, and empaired in reſpect 
of their former goodnes,and ſubſtance, tince the bc- 
ginning of the {aide newe and diſordered trade and: 
dcaling : oucrand aboue all this, who knoweth not 
that the Merchauntes ſtraungers are cither ignorant” 
torthe moſt partc,or haue not ſo pertect aduice trom 
tyme to tyme, as the Engliſh Traders had, how En- 
gliſhe, and foreigne commodities riſe and fall in En- 
glande? By reaſon whercof,there is more advantage 
1a {cling to the ſaide ſtraungers, and in buyinge of 
them, then in dealing with the Engliſh Norenberge 
traders : for thatthey, or their friendes are weekelic 
in the Cloth-market at London; and ſo may,and no 
doubt doe take knowledge, what pryce cuery forte, 
and kinde of Clothe, and Kerlye bearcth, and then, 
being throughlic acquainted with the Exchange, do 
calculate the reckoninge of the orderlic Merchaunt 
Aduenturer, & {hare him ſuch gayne as liketh them, 
and, when they bring their foreigne Commodities 
tothe Marte Townes, knowing before hande, what 
is in requeſt in Englande, they cither ſell the fame ar 


exc&iue prices, or as they liſt themſclues, or ſhippe 
them 


OF-COMMERCE, »”1 
them into Eugland, & often-referving the beſt wares 
to them ſclues, doe barter, and ſcll the retuſe in the 
Marte Townes: to conclude, they buye foreign wa. 
res at Norenverghe, and elie where vppon credite, for 
the current aatwering whereof, (as is well to be pro- 

ued) they (ell their Engliſh Clothes, and Kerſyes, at 
vile, and baſe pryces, ſo rayling their gaignes vppon 
forcigne wares, and caſting away the commodities 
of the Realie : and thus theſtraunge Merchauntes 
are put from their accuſtomed trade with the M. M. 
Adventurers inthe Mart-Townes for Engliſh com- 
moditite, and the Marchauntes Adventurers from 
buying of foreigne wares at the ſtraungers handes, 
- as much as lyeth in the ſaide Norenberghe Traders. 
Laſtlie where as it was ſaid by them, that, if the Mer- 
_ chaunts Adventurers were notof arrenuyons diſpo- 

ſition, they would bee content, and withethat their 
Country-men;, and brethren ſhould rather gaigne 
. then ſtraungers: The M. M. Adventurers are herein 

wrongtullic charged, for they can be very well con- 
tent, to ſee.their Conn men ( much more thair 
Brethren ) tothriue; and gaigne, but when as ſuch 
gaigne (reachingealſo but to a fewe) 1s much more 
hurtfull tothe comman weale of England, &to the 
generall body of the Companie of M. M. Adventu. 
rers, then beneficiall tothe ſaid few perſons, traders 
to Norenber2he, and other. places out of the Marte 
Townes, there is no reaſon, but thatit ought to bee 
forbidden,and cuttoff: for ſuch priuateand vnworn- 


ted trade betweene Engliſh,andEngliſh in the Mart 
'Townes, 
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Townes, and ſuch ſtragling by free, and vnfree En- 


pliſhe vſed in Germanie,and the Townes of the low 
Countrics out of the Mart Townes, is ſo vnleemlie, 
vnmerchantlike, and farre differing trom the aun- 
cient, laudable, and right Engliſhe manner of the 
M. M. Adventurers our predeceſſours in former 
eymes , and is ſo offenſiue to all foreigne States ,and 
pcople, as nothing can be more: and hath bene well 
ſeen, and perceiued in the Hamburghers, and Earle 
Edzard of Embden,who where much difplcafed with 
the diſordered trade at Norenberehe , and elſewhere : 
ſaying,that they had giuen the Adventurers leaue to 
trade with all kinde offorcigners in their Citties,but 
had no meaning , that their Citties ſhould bee vicd 
as through Faires,by trading trom thence into other 
partes of the Empire, thereby to hinder the repaire 
of torcigne Merchantes to the ſaid Citties: the faide 
Eatle went further, & compelled ſuch Engliſhmen, 
as traded to Norenberghe, to pay Tolle, not onely for 


, ſuch Clothes, Kerſyes, and Engliſhe wares, as they 


ſhould tranſporte,and cary from Embden,but alſo for 
fuch foreign wares, as they brought fro other partes 
vnto Embaen,to the greatpreiudice of the State, and 
of the M. M. Adventurers, whoby priuiledge were 
before tree of all Tolles, and exattions whatſocuer 
cither inwardes, or outwardes, and ſurely it may be 
prelumed ,qhat the Harſes deriued that their falſe | 
{launder ofthe companie of M. M. Adventurers, in < 
charging them with Monopobe, from none other 
head, or grounh then from this diſordred trade 7 
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betweenea few vnbridled,and private Engliſhe,and 
Englith within the Marte Townes, and without the 
Marte Townes into the Partes of Germanic,where- 
by they ſhew an exopbitant, & vnſatiable defire, and 


greedines of gatgne,as not content with a reaſonable, 


trade in the Mart Town, but incroaching,as it were, 
vpon the whole trade of thoſe partes, and of other 
men which can not chooſc, but be a great ey-{ore,8& 
offence to all foreign, and ſtraunge Merchauntes. 

Nowealthough I hope by this tyme it ſufficientlic 
appeareth, that the gouuerned,8& well ordered trade 
of the M.M.Advenrurers Companie, is farre to bee 
preferred before a diſperſed, ſtragling, & promiſcu- 
ous trade, ſo that it ncedeth no further proofe,or de- 
monſtration, yet becauſe ſome men holde this to be 
againſt the libertie of the ſubieR,and thinke, thatthe 
Adventurers. by their orders reſtraine or limite the 
Clothe Market at home, itſhalbe neceflaric fortheſe 
mens ſatisfaction alſo, to ſaye ſomething further of 
this matter. Firſt,it is true that Boy quo communins, 


eo mains: and it wereto be wiſhed, that there were c- 


nough for euery man, bur that wil neuer be: further- 


more,helooſeth a piece of his libertie wel, that being 


reſtrained of alittle, fareth better in that eſtate, then 
ifhe were left to his owne greedie appetite : for wee 
haueſeene by experience, that many men in our 
timeleaping from their ſhoppes,6 retayling,wherc- 
in they were brought vp,and gathered grear wealth, 
and taking vpon them tobe Merchauntes, and Dea- 
ters beyond the ſeas, haucin few —_ growe poore, 

or 
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or ſo decayed in eſtate, that they might well haue 
wiſhed, thatthey had neuer left their tormer trade, 
and vocation, but ſuffered others quictlic to enioye 
their priuiledge , and diſgeſted the lofle of a little 
{ſcrappe of libertic,hurtfull ro them ſclues, and right- 


| liebefttowed ypon others for ſuch ſervices, deſertes, 


and con{iderations, as no other ſubiect neede to en- 
vic them for the ſame, or to be agricued thereat, ex- 
cept they will challenge the Prince of partialitic, or 
not to haue a dew carc ofthe Subiet, or ſay that the 
preterrement, or exemption, whiche one man hath 
more, and before another inthe common wealth, is 
againſt the libertie of the ſubicR,and ſo bringe in an 
utauoured confuſion, or intollerable equalitie, by 
viurping vpon other mens rightes, and patrimonie 
ſo dcarclic obtained, and with their great,and exccl- 
five charges, & travaile mainteyned ccrten hundred 
yeares together,as the freedome,which the Compa- 
nicof M.M. Adventurers enioyeth, hath been. But 
(I pray you) let vs ſee, what would followe, if theſe 
men had that, which they ſo much defire, and con- 
tende for, ſurelie nothing elſe, then that, whiche he. 
therto we haue ſcene to haue fallen out : neither can 
there anie better ende come thereof, then heretofore 
of thelike.: For example : The Engliſhe hadat the 
Narue in Liefland, a profitable Trade, and good ſales 


The pedlar- for their Countrie commoditic a good while toge- 


Ikedealing ther, till at length in the yeare 156 5,a number of 
of the En- 
liſh ſtrag- 


crs at the 


ftragling Merchauntes, reſorting thether out of this 
Realm,the trade was vtterlic ſpoiled, in ſo much that 
many 
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many of them went about the Towne with Clothe 
vpon theirarmes, and mealures in their handes, and 
lolde theſamc by the Arſine, a meaſure of that Cofi- 
eric,to the great embaſling of that excellent Como- 
ditic, the diſcredite of our Nation, and the finall en- 
| SOs v8 vndoing of manie of the.faid ſtrag. 
ers, which being madeknowen to her Majeſtie,and 
her Highnes right Honourable priuic Counſell, or- 
der was taken atthe next Parleament,that the Town 
of Narveſhould bee comprized within the Charter 
of the Muſcovie Copanic, to prevent the like pedlar- 
like kinde of dealing eucr after, and themakinge vile 
of the principalleft commoditic of the Realme. 
Which one example,among other,may ſerue for ve- 
rification of that, which hetherto hath been ſaide a- 
gainſt the ſtragling, and ſingle Merchantes trade in 
Woollen commaditie, wherein further may be no. 
ted that which by experience is founde true, that in 
the vngouernedingletrade, the firſt commer mar- 
reth the market for himthat commeth after, andat 
his returne making haſte (as his maner is) to prevent 
thoſe which followe, hee ſetteth vp his wares at an 
high price, whiche afterwardes are hardlie pulled 
downe to a lower rate: the which is otherwiſe in the 
Te trade of the Merchauntes Adventurers : 
or coming together, and at one inſtant to one mar- 
ker,at their Mart Towne, where they are priviledged 
with conditions, and exemprions to: their owne li 
king, and for the furtherance ofthe Commerceyfuf- 


ficicnt order is taken for the preventinge one of ano- 
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ther, and keeping in eſtimation of the commoditie 

of the land without ving anie ſuch indirect dealing 

for this purpoſe as the Hexſes haue faliclie imagined, 

and as impudentlic publiſhed, whereas the fingle, & 

ſtragling trader, wanting all the aboueſaide helpes, 

and meanes, lycth open to ſundrie wronges, incon- 

veniences, and grievances, whiche to ſtraungers arc 

incident,and common in ſtraunge places,and there- 

by are made ſubie@ to manic exactions, new tolles, 

and excefliue paymentes, and mo for one cauſe 

or another, and conſequentlie are loone empovert- 

. ſhed, & driven from their trade by the foreign Mer- 
chaunt, or after they haue made the foreigne Mer. 

chauntes acquainted with the trade,are caten out by 
them : whichealſo would happen tothe M. M. Ad- 
venturers, if they were not ſo vnited, and held toge- 
| ther by their good gouuernement, and by their po- 
a litike, and Merchauntlike orders. ; 
Here it may be obicRed,thatthe more buyers there 

are,the quicker fales,and higher pryces,and therfore 

all others, as well as the Merchantes Adventurers, 

might tranſporte Clothe, the more would be folde; 

and the prices would be the higher : To this I haue 

fufficientlie anſwered before, and proued the con» 

trarie by experience, fetched from the 29 *® yeare of 

her Mateſttes Raigne, whenas all, both Engliſh,and 

ftraungers,that would,were by letters patentes dire- 

Red from her Highnes to the Lorde Trecafurer, ena- 

bled to buye,and rranſporte Engliſh Clothe,and for 

Wuatthe Charterofthe Citic of London ſhould ny 
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be in the way,oran hinderannce heerevnto {by rea- 
fon that vnfree men are therby reſtrained from buy- 
ing and felling within the fide Cirtie, and that the 
ordinarie markett-place at thattime for Clothe was 
in Blackwellhall) the ſigne of the George at Wefimin- 
fer in the Kings-ſtreat was appointed a market place, 
for ſuch Clothiers to reſorte vnto, as would take the 
libertie ofthe aforcſaide Letters patentes, bur what 
followed thereof? I could neuer yet learne,that one 
wayn load of Clothe was vnladen at the ſaide place, 
neither, that the Steelyarde Merchauntes, nor anie 
of her Maieſties ſubices fo enabled,as aforeſaid, did 
euer take benefite by the ſamefor fouttic Clothes, 
one man yet liuing onely excepted, who fince ( as I 
haue heard)hath often proteſted, that in buying 200 
Clothes,he loſt a good ſunmmne of ry nomonguan and 
no mervaile, ſeeing thoſe, who had ſerued, and had 
been brought vp in the trade of a Merchant Adven- 
eurer mante yeares together, could hardlie make one 
of one, ſuch was the longeſomenes of Returne, and 
the badnes of the tyme at that inſtant, thorough the 
coniunion of manie difficulties not heere inſerted, 
befides thoſe whiche hane been aboue touched. So 
thar, not the want of buyers was the cauſe of the 
complaint of want of worke, and trade at that time, 
but rather the aboue-ſaid cauſes. For it is verie well 
knowen,that the Companie of M. M. Adventurers 
ts ſufficient,and able enough, and ouer many to bu) 
vp.and ventallthat Cloth, and thoſe fortes oFevol. 
kn commoditie made, and endraped within the 
| LJ Realm, 
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Realme, wherewith they viuallic deale, and whiche 
arc vendible in the Coungrics, whether they trade 
3500. Free- beyond the ſeas : for they arc not ſo feweas 3 500. 
men of rhe . 4 
Companie Perſons in number enhabiting London, and ſundrie 
ofM.M.Ad- Citties,& partes of the Realm,cſpecially the townes 
"ene thatlye convenientlic for the ſea, of whiche a veric 
reat manie vie not the trade, for that it ſuffiſeth not 
a all, but are c6ſtrayned to get their liuing by ſome 
other meancs : and to the ende that thoſe, which are 
traders may be equally, and indifferentlie cared,and 
foricd for, and that the wealthie, & richer forte with 
their great purſes may not engroſle the whole com. 
moditie into their owne handes,8: ſo ſore haue all, 
and ſome neuer a whitt, there is a ſtint, and reaſona- 
ble proportion allotted, and ſett by an auncicnt or- | 
der and manner, what quantitie cither at once,or by 
the ycare cuery man may ſhippe out or. tranſporte, 
' whichheisnotto goe beyonde, or exceed ; Which 
whole ſtint, and proportion, if it were ſhipped, or 
tranſported out of the lande, would amounte vnto 
yearclie the double quantitic of all the Clothe of — | 
thoſe ſortes made in the Realme, whiche the M. M. / | 
Adventurers deale in, whereby ittseuident, that this 
ſtinting is nota reſtraint, or limitation of the Cloth- 
markett (as ſome of late have miſconceiued) but ra- 
theran ceconomicall, and diſcreete partition, or ap- 
ptoportioning ones the members, and Brethten 
of theCompanie,of the commodities,and benefites 
of theſame: ſo that the wealthier ſort are not forgot- 
ten, but withall are kept from engroſſingethe _ | 
erade ' 
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trade,contrarieto the vie, and maner ofa well orde. 
red common wealth, or ftamilie, wherein all are pro. 
uided for, and not ſome ſtarued for want, whileſt 0- 
thersare ſwollen vpto the eyes with fart, and plen. 
tie: For it & merie in Hall, where beards wagze all, accor. 
ding to that olde right Englithe Proucrbe of our 
Aunceſtours,who full well vnderſtood,what belon- 
ged to good houſe keeping, and practiſed the ſame 
better then intheſe our dayes is vied, the more'the 
piItt1C, | 


Roan 


T hat the Navieation of the Realme is mainteyned 
and advannced by the Companie of the 


Merchants Adventurers, 
NN 


I xc « theereQion of theCompanie 

of Merchaumtees Adventurers, and of _ 

A\=2dxotherCompanies trading Ruſsie, FaZt- 

MW Ny | arnde,Spaine, Turkie,eyc. the Navigati- 

P37 \\ on of the Realme is merveilouſlie en- 

= creaſcd in number of good ſhippinge, £ 
and of able; and (kilfull Maiſters,and Mariners,in ſo 
much, that whereas within theſe threeſkore yeares, 
there were not aboue foure ſhippes, beſides thoſe of 
her Maieſties Navie Roiall,aboue the burthe of one 
hundred, and twentie tonnes, within the Riuer of 

| Thamis, there are now atthis daye to be founde per- 

| tayningto London,and other places lying "OY = 

at 
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ſaide Riuer, agreat numberof very large, and ſerui- 
ccable Mcrchauntſhippes,fitt as well tqr the defence 
ofthe Realme (ifneed were) as for trafhicque, wher- 
of a good parte areſ{ett on workeby the ſaide Com- 
panic of M.M. Aducnturers : the reaſon whereot is, 
that this,and otherCompanies tranſporting at once, 
Or at one inſtant, a great quantitic of goodes, and 
wares, and being to make returne of the ſame in to- 
reigne comoditics, doe goe in Fleetes, or with great 
and warlike veſſclles,well furniſhed, and this maner 
of going in fleet to the Marte Towne tendeth tothe 
fautetic,and preſervation of the ſhipping,and goods 
of the ſubiectes ofthe Realme , which amount to a 
great valew, and would helpethe enenue, and hurte 
our ſtate very much, if it ſhuld come into his hands, 


being thereby able to defende them (clues fro ſpoile 


and violence, ſo that ſince the troubles began with 
Spaine, not one ſhippe ſett out by the Companic of 
M.,M. Adventurers,hath been taken by the enemie, 
whereas the ſingle Merchaunt gocing where, and 
when heliſteth, and not able to (ett a good ſhippe 
on worke, caſteth how to come of =as) cheape,and 
cither ſhippeth in ſtraungers, or provideth him ſelfe 
of ſmall veſlclles, and pinkes to ſerue his turne-for 
{mall quantities of wares, and fitt to flie, or runnea- 
way, if he ſhould chaunce to meete with the cnc- 
mic,and yet he is many times ſnapped vp,and made 
a pray tothe Dunkerkers, and other ſea rovers, both 
to his owne, and the publike hurt, as we haueoften- 
tymes knowen of late yeares, whereby itappearcth, 


t . 
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that the Navigation of the Realme is mainteyned, 
advaunced, and encreaſed by the vpholdinge of the 
Companic of M.M. Adventurers,and of otherlater 


Companics alſo. 
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T hat the Dneenes Cuitomes and Incomes are aug- 
mented by the mainteyning of the Companic 
of Merchantes Adventurers. 


————==27 H s like reaſon is for the increafinge 
of her Maicſties Cuſtomes, and In- 
{z/ comes, as is for the Navigation : for 
{A Yi the gaod, and (erviceable ſhipping 
ESSE of this Realm be maintcyned, bettc- 
 red,andincreaſed by the great trade, 
and trafficque of the ſaidCompanie,and it that grea- 
ter quantities of Clothe are tranſported, and vttered 
by them in forcigne partes, then if all were free, and 
{ett at large, as hath been aboueplainlie, & through- 
lie prooved, it followeth neccſ[arilie, that their faide 
vnited trade is more advatageable, & yeeldeth more 
. ample, and certayne profite, and encreaſe to her 
Highnes Cuſtomes, then a ſingle, ſtragling, or looſe 
trade by anie meanes can doe: The Cuſtomeallo, 
which theſaid Companie payeth,commeth in ycar- 
lie, and at certain times in round ſummes,and payc- 
mentes, whereby the turn of the Prince, and State is 


the better ſerued vpon anic occaſion of ncedof mo- 
9 - 


32 4d TREATISE 


nie: whereas the paymentes of the ſingle Merchants 
come in by driblettes, and {mall parcelles: andhcer- 
vnto the good orders of the ſaide Companie,are no 
{mall helpe,eſpeciallie in tranſportation, or thipping 
outwardes,torthat the moſt parte of theCommodl- 
tics, which the Merchauntes Adventurers caric out 
of the Realme, becing ſhippel in appointed ſhippes 
at Zozaon, the faide Companic haue there ccrtaine 
overſcers, by whole order, and- appomntment they 
ſhippethat, which they ſhippe,and when the goods 
ariue on the other fide of the (eas, there arcalſo ofti- 
*cers,who attend,& take view of thePackes, Fardells, 
andother parcelles of commeditie landed, preſen- 
ting,& cntorming of ſuch, which they findeto haue 
ſhipped in other maner then was appointed them to 
ſhippe, or not to haue entred,8& paid their Cuſtome 
 anddenties rightlieto her Maicſtie, whoare ſubicR 
to great penalnes , and forteitures for the ſame : this 
courle deuifed, for the better colle&tion ofanImpo- 
fition leuied by the Companie vpon Clothe and 0- 


ther thinges for the maintenance, and vpholding of 


the ſaideCompanie,doeth not only the better make 
knowen-vnto them, but alſo vnto her Highnes ofh- 


ccrs of theCuſtomehouſe,what every man ſhippeth- 


away,lo that by this meanes theCuſtomeis the true- 
lier, and fuller payed, whereas the ſtragler ſhipping 
his Clothe, and other commoditie in coucrt maner, 
hugger mugger, & at obſcure portes, hath more ad- 
uantage,and meanes ro defraude her Maieſtie of her 
ecevwtiics,andiightes,then thoſe which ſhippe at - 

A, 
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don, & other great Porte Townes, either by falſe en. 
trycs,colouring of ſtrangers goodes, and corrupting 
the Cuſtomers,and other officers,who, for the moſt 
partc,being needie perſons in thoſe fmall, & remote 
þ Portes of the Realm,are more ready to take rewards, 
| and cloſclier may doe it, then the officers of the Cu- 
ſtomes at the Porte of London : to ſaye nothing of 
the great quantitie of forcigne wares brought into 
the Realme by the M.M. Adventurers, the Cuſtom 
| whereof is better, and trulierpaide, then if the ſtrag- 
| ler, or ſtraunger had the importation or payement 
thereof, orot the like quantitie, and if the Recordes 
were ſearched,no doubt, but it would ſo be founde: 
For it was not without ſome cauſe, thatheeretofore 
we haue ſcene ſo great fraternitie, familiaritie, kind- 
- nes, and inward friendſhippe betweene the Officers Em 
for her Maicſtics Cuſtomes,and ſtraungers,and that Yorres,bac= 
f | che ſaid Officers, aboue all athers, nowe wiſhe them 2/** ><. 


; M. Adven= 
againe ſo harrilie,& call ſo lowd for them, as though wrers, * 


now the State were daungeroullie diuided, and vn- 
Kndlie at iarre with her auncient allies, and bcſt fo- 
rcigne friendes,and therfore time to prouide againſt 
a deſolation, which the land is readie to fall into {for 
want of theſe deare Allies, and kinde Friendes for. 
{ooth)whileſt no man is toiid, that layeth itto heart, 
and bringeth them in again: Surely this is well prea- 
ched for ſtockfiſh,and Rheniſh wine, &c. the Alder- 
man of the Steclyarde, and EMANFEL was Meteren 
haue great cauſe to give them thankes, but not her 
Maicſtic,orthe State : the reaſons I hauc A 
M z IC 
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lie laide open, and ſhewed in this Diſcourſe, where... 
vnto I reterre the indifferent, and dilcreete Reader, 
As for thoſe Strangers, who haue termed the Coms+ 
panie of M.M. Adventurers £4 Private, Particulare, 
and Preventing Companie, or have written,or toreſpo- 
ken in that forte of the ſaid Companuac, it it bee ſo,as 
theſe Cuſtomers ſay, they haue thereby well ſhew- 
ed thcir skill in P P.and that they are not only ſtrait. 
2crsto our State,and common Wealth , bur withall 
privic vndermyners, & maligners ot the good ther- 
ot: and lettheie Cuſtomers,while they warne other 
men, be wiſe, and warned them jclues allo, leaſt by 
their too too much leaning vnto, and favouringe of 
ſuch Straungers, they prooue not inthe ende dadd; 
Cuſtomers to her Maicſtic, and conſequentlie cor- 
rupt,and vnnaturall members of their Countrieand 
Ztate: and withall let them vnderſtande,and be well. 
aflured,that the M.M. Adventurers both know,and 
regarde the efſentiall partes, groundes,and pillers of 
Trathcque,and of olde tyme haue put them in prac- 
21(e, and yet at this day doe quietelier, better, & cer- 
eainlier obſcrue, and mainteyne them, then the Cu- 
F ſtomers of the out Portes ( I teare me) doc their of- 
+; hce: Laſtlic, where they ſaye, that the M.M. Adven- 
[4 —_ turers by a bare, & idle pretence of the woord 0raty,. 


1 and Orderlie tranſporting of the Credit, and cream 
ik ot the Lande (Clothe)haue brought the trade thereof 
LT. - toa kinde of Confuſion,and them (clues into ſuch a 
[| Laberinth, that beſides the diſtreſſe of the Clothi- 
| | ers, with all their dependentes,and generall com. 
plaints 
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plaintes at home (to their Honourable Lordſhippes 
endles oftence,and trouble at theCountell table)the 
commoditte it ſelf is empaircd, abalſed, and in a forte 
diſpiled, &c. Surely either their intelligence hath 
decciued them, or they ſhew the (clues to be caried 
with a malicious ſpirite : for who knoweth nor, that 
the Trade of the M. M. Adventurets is not in abare 
or idle pretence,and ſhew, but in very deed themoſt 
orderly, & beſt framed trade that may be? True it is, 
that ſome ſtraungers & others(poſhibly of theſe Cu- 
ſtomers, Familiars & Friends)haue by ops, & couert 
means at home, andabroad endevourcd, and done 
theirbeſt ro bringe the ſaide Trade to ſome notable 
contufton,& thoſe of the Copanie into a laberinthe 
tothe empairing,and embaling in deed of the com-' 
moditic of the land,but,thankes be to God, and our 
alwayes gracious Ladie, and Queen, they hauc not 
yet had their willes , neither ſhall they (I hope) 
though theſe od Cuſtomers tooke parte with them 
neuer fo much : and therefore they may well holde 
their Clack, and be content like ſubicRes with that, 
which thoſe in higheſt authoritie haue ſo Jonge 
found good, & decreed ſhalbe ſo in their wifedoms, 
and not take vpon them like controllers,to check the 
doeings, which cither of ignorance they vnderſtand 
not the ground, and reaſon of, or through malice or 
ynnaturall affeRion towardes ſtraungers more, then 
their owne Country-men, doe miſconceyue, and 
milreporte of : bur, becauſe I haue often made men- 


tion of the Harſes in this diſcourſe, it ſhall nor by the 
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way bee amiſſe, toſhewe what theſe Harſer are, and 
what hath paſſed betweene this State, and themia 

mans memorie, . | 
3 The Hazſes or Eaſterlinges,as they are commonly 
ye - called, are people of certain free rownes in Dutche- 
& etcir do- land, cither lyinge vpon the Sca, or ſome navigable 
— .»y E2- Rivers, and werein olde timetwoo and ſcuenrie in 
number, as they ſay:wherof Labeck of the Wendiſh, 
Brarſwick of the Saxone, Dantzcck of the Prufle, and 
Cullen {1ncc it was of late yeares receyued into this 
confederacic of the Weſttaliſh rownes(for into theſe 
four partes or names they arc diuided) were,and are 
_ thechicteſt : theſe townes, by reaſon of their {citua- 
tion,and to put adiſtintion berweene them, and 0- 
ther free townes of the Empire,were in old time cal- 
led in Dutch ©Mem zzeſteden, or Townes on the ſea- 
{ide, or for breuities ſake Anſeſche, or Hanſeſche ſleden, 
& in our language Harſe ſtedes,or Harſe-townes : theſe 
Townes having vnited them ſclues for the ſea trade, | 

and comerce, were full of good, and great ſhippinge 
and had an exceeding great trade, and trafhcque in | 
all the Eaſt Countrie-wares,and cemoditics, to wit, 
Corne,Stockfiſhe, Waxe, Hemp, Stecl, Maſtes, Fir- 
, poles, Dele-boordes, Pitche, Tarre,Soape-aſhes,&c. | 
ſerving diucrſe landes, and places there withall, and 
with their ſhippinge in time of neede, by meanes | 
wherof they gott vnto them ſelues large Priviledges 
= and immunities, to their great benehite, advantage, 
i | | and entryching,& in our time they had their houſes, 
q F or places of refidence in this Realine, at Londoy, in 
ES. - Nor- 
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Norway at Berghen, in Rufsia at Noueerode, and in the 
tow Countrics at A»twerpe, whether they remooued 
from Bridzes : each of theſe Houſes had their Chief, 
or Alderman, 8& Afſiſtentes with a Secreraric, Trea- 
ſurer, Steward; and other neceffarie officers, but all 
of them helde correſpondence with the Towne of 
Zubeke, as head of all the Hayſe Townes , Theſe Al- 
dermen, and Afſiſtentes had power to exerciſc Mer- 
chauntes lawe,among them (clues intheir houſe, at 
Lonaon called the Steelyard;lo named by reaſon ofthe 
ſteel, which they ingreatquantitie broughtthether 
to fell, and tsa verie large, and ſpacious houle, lying 
ypon the Tttanns fide, for tharthey were enioigned 
todwellallin one houſe. Among other their Ptivi- 
ledges in Englande, one was, That they might carie 
out, and bring in their Wares, and Merchandiſe for 
an old Cuſtome of one and a quarter vpon the hun- 
dred, and. thereby were exempt from-all perſonall, 
or Reall charge, or contribution, whiche all other 
Merchauntes are ſubie vnto, ſaue that in time of 
neede, they were eniolgned to repaire, and helpeto 
keepe one of the Gates of London, called Biſhoppes 

ate: Now in King Edward thethirdes time, Woolle 
was the beſt Merchandife of this Land, and tte Cu- 
ſtome thereof the chiefeſt income,which the Prince 
receyued, as amounting yearelie to the ſumme of 
65. or 70, thouſand poundes : which was muche in 
thoſe dayes. And we read that in the yere r3 55 there 
was graunted by a Parleament to King Bdwardtthe 
third, Fiftic ſhillinges vpon cacti facke of WooYe - 
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be cariedout of the Realme in ſix yeares, ſo thatthe | 
ſaide King might diſpende every day one hundred 
Martkes, which in ix yearcs tyme, amounted to ht- | 
tecnc hundred thouſand poundes, reckoning tor an | 
hundred thouſand ſackes of Wooll a yeare tranſpor- | 
ecd, 50. thillinges vpon cach ſacke: This woolle was 
for the moſt parte vented in the low Countries, and 
there wrought, & cndraped into Clothe, but in pro- 
cc{lc oftyme rhe Draperic, and Arte of makinge of 
Clothe was brought into this Realme, and the Haz- 
| ſes, who bcetore tune bought all their Clothe in the 
lowe Countrics, and fo caricd them vpwardes, did 
now buye much Clothe in England, & tranſported 
the ſame cotinuallic ypon the olde {mal] Cuſtome, 
whichatthe firſt was ſett ſo low for the furtherance 
of the new begunne Draperic, and Arte of making 
of Cloth, butatlength it being growen very great, 
and the Wooll trade almoſt wholie decayed, it was 
found, that the Prince,& State loſt exceedinglie, by 
{ thepaſlingout of Cloth vpo the ſaid {mall cuſtome, 


and theretore in Queene Mares dayes, after her ma- ; 
riage with King Philippe, in the yeare 1 5 5 7. and by | 
+ | his mcanes the cuſtome of Cloth, Kerlye, and other | 
Ih Woollen commoditic, beſides foreigne Wares, was | 


raiſcd fr6 x4.penceto 6.ſhillings 8.pence the Cloth, 
3 ro be payed by Engliſh men, and 1 3. ſhillings and 4. 
pence by ſtraungers, tranſporting the ſame: by mca- 
nes whercof the Cuſtome of Cloth endraped with- 
inthe Land, was brought to be cquall with the Cu- 
{tome of Woolle, whea it was moſte, and _—_—_ ; 
| ad 
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faid Wooll was caried out vnwrought, and was dra. 
ped in the low Countries: againſt this the Harſes op. 
poled them (clues, pretendinge their priviledges {0 
long agoe graunted, and by many Kings confirmed 
vnto them,as they ſaide, but tor that in the yere 1550 
vnder King Edward the ſixth, vpon dew examinatis 
of their pretended Priviledges,there were manie de- 
fectes,and faultes found therein, & for that the Har. 
ſes tor diuerſe abuſes, and falſchoodes in colouring, 
and freeing of toreigne goods,or ſuch, which oughe 
not to enioye the libertie of the Haxſes, beeing none 
of their vnion, or confederacie, and for other cauſes 
had been by a Decree ofthe Councell adiudged to 
be fallen from their ſaide Priviledges, parte whereof 
were preſentlic reſumed,8: called in,eſpeciallie that, 
which c6cerned the carying out of woollen Cloth, 
they obtayned no remedie all that Kings _— but 
{ince they haue bcen offred great fauour, as by that, 
which followeth, ſhall appeare : But not content 
heerewithall, they made their often complaintes to 
the EmpcroursMaicſtie,of the wrong donethem,in 
ſcazing of their Priviledges in England : Firſt in the 
eare 15 6 4. at which tyme the Engliſh Clothe was 
rr out of the lowCountries by the Dutcheſſe 
of Parma,ftor the cauſes heeretofore exprefled in this 
Treatiſe,and that the M.M. Adventurers helde their ——_ 
Martes at Embdey, and afterwardes in the yeare 1592 jumnjation 
atan Aſſemblie of the Empire at Ausburee, charging #gaioRt the 
the ſaid M.M. Adveturers, that they had taken away end ne-mg 
the ſaid Harſes priviledges in En — tothe _ 
tnat 
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that they might have the whole Cloth trade in their 
 owne handes,and fo by their Monopolyſh dealinges, _ 
make Clothe dearc inthe Empire: {ctting allo pryce 
before hand of that, which they {cl],8& of that, which ( 
they will buyc,and ſo committing open A! onepolie: | 
Wherevpon the Eiperour wrote vnto the Earle of 
Embaes, commanding him, to baniſh the M.M. Ad. 
venturers out of his Countric, as Monopoliſhe per- 
ſons, & hurtfull to the Epmire. The Earle diſcreetlie | 
confidering that her Mateſtie might, & could caſilie | 
aunſwcarethe {launderous complaintes of the Han. | 
fs, chargeing her Highnes with wrong done vnto 
them,as thee did, by her Letters ſent tothe Emperor | 
in Aprill i 58 1.by Maiſter George Gz{pza,at that tyme 
Secrictarieto the Companie,and that the ſaid M.M, 
Advcnturers were now in his Towne of Embden no 
more to be accompted oropolrans, then they were 
hceretofore in ©/Mztwerpe, and of late at Hambrough, 
during their Reftdence there tenne yeazres together, 
ad vpwardes,did not only not put the ſaid Decree, \ 
or Commaundement ot the Emperor in execution, | 
but tooke vpon him by his Oratour at Spieres, to de- | 
fende thetrade of the M. M. Adventurers inthe Em- 
pire, and to iuſtifie the entertainement of them into 
his Countrie, wherein Door Wiliam Muller at that 
time Chauncelour to the ſaid Earle, and ſince S1ad- 
cus of Hambrongh,was a chick Councelour,or Actor: 
ſo that the Emperor,for that tyme, was well ſatisfied 
with the Earles docinges,and aun{wer, andthe ſaide 
M. M. Adveturers continued their trade _— 
Z1 | 
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till that by the Duke of Parmaes too neare, and badd 
ncighbourhood, and other vrgent cauſes they were 
forced of neceſſttic, & for the better vent of the com- 
moditic of the Realme, to ſeeke a new place, and fi. 
nallie to agree with the Stageys, as is aboue at large 
rchcarſed : howbeitthe Harſes heere ceaſed nor, but 
perſiſted in their former purluites, and complaintes, 
till the yeare 159 7. at which tyme the faide Harſes 
were much endanunaged at ſca by Engliſhmen of 
warre, who by vertue of a-proclamation ſett toorth 


| by her Maieſtie, tooke manie ſhippes of the Eaſter- 


linges gocing into Spaine with Corne, Ammuniti- 
on, and furniture for ſhipping, all which was made 
good bootic, and prize, whiche docing cauſed the 
Hanſes to haue the berter audience in their coplaints, 
the yeare beforc by Dox Franceſco de Mendoza, Admi- 
rall of Aragome,in the naine of the King of Spain,and 
the Archduke Albert highlie recommended to the 
Empcrour, and carneſtlte {ollicited vnder pretext of 
withſtanding, and chaſtwing of Pirates & ſea Rob. 
bers: to the tor-7arding of this bufines holpe not a 
litle, that in May, and Tune i 5 97. Florence Eatle of 
Barlamont, Door Georee Weftendorpe, and lohy war 
Nieckerchen, Counſcllors, were ſent vnto the'Kinge of 
Denmarke, and to the Hanſe Townes, and'\namelie to 
the Towne of Lubecke, on the behalfe of the King of 
Spaine, and the Archduke Mibert : theſe Emballa- 
dours, comming tothe ſaid Towne of Labecke,did in 
writing declare the auncient friendſhippe betweene 


the houſe of Burgidte,and the Hanſe Townes,8 how 
. N.2 much 


CY 


much the ſaid King had advaunced, and recomme. 
ded their cauſe vnto the Emperour, touchinge their 
Priviledges in Englande, by the meanes of his Em- | 
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baſſadour Don Guillame de S* Clement reſident at Pra- 
ehe : They alſo complained, that the Haxſe Townes 
vicd ſo ample trade with the Kings Rebelles (as they 
\tearmed rhem) in the low Caiitries,by meanes wher- 
of they, and the Queene of England were the more 
emboldened,and (trengthned againſt the ſaid King, 
wheretore they required, that the Hanſe Townes 
would fora time forbeare all trade whatlocuer with 
the ſaid Rebelles,that thereby they mightthe ſooner 
be reduced vnder their Kings obedience, but if they 
feared to doethis, by reaſon of che league betweene | 
Enelande, France,and the States of the vnited Provin- 
ces, then they required, that they wouldalfo deale, 
and trafficque with the Kinges true and loyall ſub- 
icctes in the Hauens of Callce, Gravelinghe, Dunkerck, 
Nieuport,Sluyſe,and Antwerpe, as well as they did with 
the Hollanders, otherwiſe their trade might bee well 
accompted for Partialitic, rather then Newtralitie, | 
promiſinge further, thatthe ſaide Hanfes ſhould dif | 
charge thcir goodes, buye, {cll, and make returne in F 
the forefaide Hauens, without any payment at all of [; 
Tolle, [mpoſt, Licence, or other charge whatſocuer, | 
and further ſhould be affured,and warranted by the 
Archduke Albert,from all dammage, or loſſe : Theſe 
Embaſladoursalſo ſeemed to bee much grieued for 
the iniurie, which they ſaid the Queene of England 
did vnto the Haxſes, in takinge fro them their ſo aun- | 
| Cicnt 
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cient Priviledges, forthe recouerie whereof they of. 
fred all poſſible aſſiſtaunce;and to-receyue them vn- 
der the Kings protection: moreouer,to furniſhthem 
with ſhippes,munition, monie, and ſouldiours at all 
tymes, as need ſhould require, offring them belides 
free trade, and trafficque in-Spaine,and Portingal,ſo 
that they ſeparated, and diſtinguiſhed their ſhippes. 
from thoſe of the Kings rebellious ſubiecs by ſome 
marke,or token, as they ſhould thinke beſt : Laſtlie, 
they ſhewed, that the Kinge had giuen order to the 
Archduke Albert,to fend a notable Embaſſage to the 
Emperour,to procure the ſetting foorth of the Man- 
aate,or Decree agreed vpon at Auſburgh Anfi, 1582, 
againſt the Monopoliſhe Englith-trade(as they plea- 
ſed to call it): thereby to effect the reſtitution of the 
Hanſes Priviledges,and that his difobedient ſubieRs, 
the Queene of Englande, and the King of Navarre, 
as diſturbers of the peace of Chriſtendome, and ſtir- 
rers vp of the Turke, might once bee ſuppreſſed, de- 
ſtroyed, and rewarded accordinge to their deſcrtes: 

And albeit fince the troubles of the low. Countries, 
the Hanſes haue been ſhewed bur ſmall favour, the 
ſaide Embaſſadours requeſted notwithſtanding,that 
they would helpe to further the Embaſſage, whiche 
the Kinge of Denmarke had promiſed whads vnto 
the Queene of Englande, King of Nayarre, andthe 

rebellious States, and to compell them to right, and' 
reaſon, which the King of Spain, andthe Archduke 

ſhould at all times acknowledge for a fingulare plea- 


ſure. About thisrimealſothe Kinges of Denmark, 
N 3 and 
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and Polone, the Emperour, & the Princes of the Em- 
pire {cnt their Embaſſadours into England,and vnto 
the States of the vnited low Cuntrics, all which was 
procured,& brought to paſle, by the King of Spain, 
and his Miniſters, to none other cndc, but to make 
the Engliſhe, as Pirates, and Robbers ar ſea, and the 
Netherlanders, as Rebelles againſt their Prince, ha- 
ecd,and odious vnto al the world, taking vpon them 
allo the cauſe ofthe ſaid Hanſes loſt privileges, which 
they pretende to hauce in England,as by intercepred 
letters was ſutfhcientlie made knowen, & manitcited 
to theQueenes Maicſtie,and the States of the vnited 
low Countries. 

The King of Polones Embaſſadour Paule DIalrne, 
had audicnce of her Maicſtic the fourth of Augult 
1 5 97.Who inſtraunge and vnlooked for maner and 
ecarmes declared vnto her Highnes,that the ſublects 
ofthe Kinge his Maiſter Sigiſ-nge the thirde, were 
not onely not gratified nts anienew benefite,or fa- 
vourat her Maieſtics hands, but to the contraric 
weredepriued of commodities,& freedomes which 
her Predeceſloures had giuen, and confirmed vnto 
them, and conſcquentlie-were debarred of all trade, 
and trafhcque in her Kingdome, That likewiſe her. 
Maicſtic had fetfoorth certain Edictes,orProclama- 
tions by the which, c6trarie tothe Law of Nations, 
the Navigation, and trade into Spaine was forbid- 
den,and vnder colour thereof diuerſe ſhippes of the 
ſubieCtes of the ſaide King had been.taken at ſea,and 
the goods therein made prize, and confiſcate, a” 
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of he required reparation, and reſtitution, and that 
the trade Weſtwardes might remaine free,and open 
to thoſe of Polone, otherwiſe his Maiſter the Kinge 
ſhould bee forced, to vie ſuch meanes, as thereby 
meighbourlie freedome,& reſtitution might bee ob. 
tayned. This was in brief the effeR bf the ſaide Em- 
baſſadours ſpeach, whiche with a verie loude voyce 
hee deliuered in the Latine tongue: Whereynto it 
pleaſed her Maieſtie to make him a ſhort aunfwere, 
and quicke for that tyme, referring him for further 
anſwere to certaine of her Highnes Honourable pri- 
vie Counſeill, to witte, the Lorde Barely, late high 
Treaſurer deceaſed, the Lord high Admiral,Sir on 
Fortefcue, and S1r Robert Cectll Secretarie: to whome 
after the faid Poliſh Embaſſadour had delivered his 
ſpeach, which hee made before the Queene in wri- 
ting, and excuſed his rough kinde of ſpeaking,ſhew- 
ing that by hisCommiſſion ſ7gned,and ſealed by his 
King in theafſemblie of the States of Polone, hee was 
therevnto enioigned, hereceyued theaunſwere fol- 
| lowing in the name of her Maieſtic,which propecrlie 
| pentayning to the matter of the Haxſes, and aunſwe. 
ring fullie, and veriepertinentlie the queſtion made 
by themaboutr their old priviledges, I haue thought 
meet to inſert in this place, 


The aid Honorable Perſonages therefore tolde aungwere 


him, that her Miieſtte,vnderſtanding of his coming nee rare 
into:Egland; was right-glad thereof, as ſentfrom the bchalf vnro - 


King her brother, for whom notlonee fince ſhe had the atoriaid 
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by her Interceſſion obtayned, Firſt a trewce, and af- 
terwardes a peace of the great Turck,when the ſaide 

_ King, and his State were oppreſſed with fore warre, 
which peace he yet enioyeth,to the great good, and 
benefite of his Kingdome, and therefore now expe- 
ed, not onely a remembraunce of the {aide good 
turne, but alſo dew thankes tor the ſame, for that ne- 
uer ſince ſhe had receyuedany from him: her High- 
nes had giuen him gratious audience, and read the 
King his Maiſters Letters willinglie, wherein ſhee 
ſaw nothing but that which ought to proceed A Re- 
ge fratre,ad Reginam ſororem CHE on, 1 ſaid they, 
youchaunging,as it ſhould ſeeme, the perſon of an 
Embaſſadour, begana longe (peach, and turned the 
ſamealmoſt into a ſermone, the which notwithſtan- 
ding,her Maicſtic heard with paticnce, ſignifyinge 
vnto you onely in a few wordes,beſceming the Ma- 
icſt;eof a Prince, how vaworthily you in your Ora- 
tion had layed the taute of manie thinges vpon her 
Highnes, and with how great equitie in deede ſhee 
hoped,that her Actions would bee well liked of all 
men, & {0 diſmiſled you, toreceyue further anſwer, 
according to your negotiation of vs her Counſceil 
lours, who are beſt witnefles of all her doeinges al. 
moſt theſe fourtic yeares, as well with the Kings her 
friendes,as with her enemies,although we know no 
Prince in Chriſtendomefor enemiic,butthe Kingof 
Spaine onely, whoſe cauſe you verie ſcriouſlic han- 
dled in your ſpeech. Firſt therefore wee required to 
ſec your Oration inwritinge, to the ende, that wee 
might 


- 200 > _ 


OF COMMERCE. d7 


might giue ſuch anſwere therevnto, as were conuc- 
nicnt, & for that you haue ſhewed vnto vs your c6- 
miſhion ſcaled, and figned bythe Kinge of Poloxe (as 
appeared vnto vs) in the aſſemblic of that kingdom, 
whereby we haue plainly perceiued, that you haue 
vttcred nothing in your oration, which you had not 
orderto declare, therefore wee can in no wiſe blame 
you tor any thinge by you ſaid, although her Maje- 
ſtic looked not tor any ſuch matter. Concerning the 
pointcs of your complaintes , wee obſerue them to 
be theſe : Firſt you ſay, that your King perceiueth, 
- thar his ſubicctes haue not onely not recciued any 
new benchite from her Maicſtie , but are partly dc- ' 
priued of thoſe, which proceeded from her highnes 
progenttors,and were cotirmed vnto them,6e partly 
are in a maner excluded tro all Nauigation,orTrade 
in this Realme : Theſccond point conteincth a grie- 
uous complaint of your Kinges ſubices againſt the 
proclamations {cnt vnto them, by the which all trat- 
ficque into Spain is forbidden them , and conſe. 
quentlic that their ſhippes haue bene in hoſtile man- 
ncr taken by the Queenes men of warre, and the 
goodcs therein made prize, and confilcated, and hi. 
nally you required in the Kings name reſtitution of 
the ſaid goodes, or reparation of the damages, and 
iniurics'as they terme them) receiued, and that they 
bee not hereafter hindred in the foreſaid trafhcque 
which by the common law ought to bee tree to all 
' men, otherwiſe ſuch meanes of neccſhtie muſt bee 
vicd, whereby they may gett ſatisfacRtis by the ya 
Q an 
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andhelpe of the faide Kinge : theſe being the chief 
heades, or pointes of your Embaſſage, and of that 
which your K. requireth, her Maic{te hath thought 
good to anſwear therevnto fincerely, and according 
to the rreuth of the matter in this manner: Firſt,that 
your King is not rightely enformed concerning the 
firſt point,in thatit 1s faid that his ſubieesare partly 
depriued of their priuileges,& partlic ſhutt our from- 
all rrade almoſte in this Realme : tor where there is 
mention made of his ſubic&es, as ſubicctes of the 
Kinge of Polone, this doubt may ariſe, what kinde 
of people the ſubictes are,becaule they muſt be vn- 
derſtood cither to be ſubiectes of the Dukedome of 
Pruſs1a, or elle to bee copriſed vnder the name of the 
Harnſes, who haue no certaine ſeat, or place whence 
they arc : for other then the ſubicctes of the Duke- 
dome of Pruſiia, and the Hayſes , as Merchantcs of 


Germanie refiding at London ,the Queenes Maieſtie , 


neuer vnderſtood, that there were any that preten» 
ded any priuiledge of Comerce aboue or before 0- 
ther Merchantes of all Europe : And whereas they 
complaine as ſubieces of the Kinge of Polone, that 
they are deprined of their priuiledges,and almoſt ex- 
cluded from all-Frade in this Kingdome: Firſt con- 
cerninge the right of their priuileges, queſtion was 
made almoſte hiſtie yearesagoe in the time of Kinge 
Eaward the fixth of the validitie of their former pri- 
uileges, and then the ſaide Prinuileges were rightelic 
iudged void, and forfeicted for the manifeſt breach 
of the conditions thercof » and fince the ſaide Harſes 

: could 
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could ncuer proue, that they had iniurie done them 
inthe ſaid reuocation: notwithſtanding all this they 
had graunted vato them in their Trade into this 
Realme, and in the payement of their Cuſtomes 
more libertie, then any Merchantes of whatſocuer 
nation through all Europe, yea by eſpeciall grace, 8 
fauour they were made equall, and had , as much 
treedome gluen intheir Trade,and in the payement 
of the Cuſtomes of their Merchandiles, as the natu- 
rall borne ſubiectes of this Realm, accordinge to the 
true mcaning and intent of their priuileges trom the 
beginning : and if they haue not accepted of this, 
which by great fauour was offered vnto them , and 
{o haue torborn their Trade in this Realme.,the taule 
15 in themſclues, neither can itbe rightly ſaide, that 
they are excluded (as it ſhould ſeeme by the Kinges 
wryting that hee is informed) but rather admitted & 
retained with the ſame fauour,as the very mere ſub- 
ie&s,& naturalls ofthe Crown of England are,then 
the which benefite what can be greater? Vnles,con- 
trary toall humanelawe, the Queene ſhould haue 
more care of them, then of her proper ſubiees and 
howe abſurde, yeahowe deteſtable this ſhould bee, 
wilbe made manifeſt, if it bee but conſ1dered, what 
the office of a good Prince 1s in the rule, and admi- 
niſtration of his kingedome : for if in regarde of his 
Kinglie office a Kinge be compared to the Huſ band 
of an houſe,or to the Paſtour of the people,or(as he 
is ſaid to be in the diuineſcriptures)to a foſter father 


of the people committed vnto him, who except hee 
O 2 were 
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were ſtarke madde,would call that Prince a good fa. 
ther; or hul bande of the houſe , which ſhould haue 


- more care of another mans familie then of his own? 


Ora good Paſtour, or'Sheepheard, whiche negle-_ 
&ing his own flocke, ſhould looke betrerto another 
mans then his owne 2 or woorthie of the nameot a 
Nurting, or tocter King, which ſhould ncgledt his 
owne children,& nouriſh other mens children with 
his milke 2 And fo theſe thinges may be well applt- 
cd to the preſent cauſe, andquetſtion in hande, tor it 
the Haxſes ſhould haue better conditions, then the 
proper {ubiectes of the Kingdome, it would plainly 
tollowwe, that the Prince ot this Realme thuuld doe 
his owne naturall ſubie&es very great inturie, con- 
trarie to the law of Nature, & mans law, tor by this 
meanes his ſubiecs ſhould become poore, or rather 
deſtitute of all honeſt, and profitable trathcque, and 
Navigation, and the Harſes ſhould growe opulent, 
and poſſefle the whole trade of the Realm,as Mono. 
poliſtes of the whole kingdome. And by theſe rea- 
tons, well waighed , it manifeſtlic appeareth, that 
thoſe,vwhom the King calleth his ſubicctes,doe moſt 
falſelie complaine, that they are excluded trom law. 
full erade in this Lande, when as freelie they may 
trade,and with thefame conditions,as her Maicſties 
meere Englth ſubices may doe, and with farre ber. 
ter then all other Merchauntes, In ſo much as that 
they arepreterred before all the nejzghbour people 
oft this Realme, French, Scottes, Fleminges, Hollanders,8: 
the reſt of the lowCountric Merchantes,and before 


all 
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all the people of Dutchelande, the ſaid Hanfes onelie 
excepted. Wherefore her Maieſtie is per[waded, 
that when the King of Polone ſhall vnderſtande theſe 
realons,he will change his opinion, the like thee ex- 
pecteth at the handes of the Senatours of that King- 
dome, it theſe things be aright imparted vntothem: 
For the complaintes of the Hanfesare fo vniuſt, and 
vareaſonable, that it may be doubted , whether the 
accuſtomed forme of tudgment in matters of doubt 
were obſ{crued by the aboucfaide Afſemblie in this 
cauſe,or that credite was giuento the Coplainantes, 
the matter bur ſlightlie examined, or that place was 
giuen to their importunate prayers, and requeſtes : 
For her Maicſtic hath that opinion of the ſupreme 
authoritie, and dexteritie of the Senatours of Polone 
in their procecdinges inthe Aſſemblies of the faide 
Kingdome(which commeth not to the King by en> 
heritaunce,but by eleion, and conſent of the ſaide 
Senatours ) that it ſeemethablurd, and not likelieto 
be true, that they in their publike aſſemblie would 
dectee any thinge againſt the Maieſtie of ſuche a 
Queene, whoſe like Chriſtendome hath not had in 
this age,noranic other happier in noble Actes, or in 
length of raigne,or ſuperior in Princelie vertues,and 
yet that the jank her Maieſtie ſhould be vniultlie ac- 
cuſed, and without being heard, blamed, is a thinge 
not to be taken in good parte : for this amonge pri- 
yate men, was alwayes accompted vnreaſonable, 
much more being doneagainſt a Queeneof lo great 


Maicſtie,which hath ſo well deſerued ofthe King,8: 
O 3 his 
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his Kingdome. For it is apparant, that certain yeares 
paſt,the warre which the Turke had prepared againſt 
the ſaid King,and kingdome, by her Highnes inter- 
cetſion,ccaſcd, and peace was graunted to the King, 
and his Realme,by the benchte whereof they to this 
daye enioye quictnes, and peace in that kingdome: 
Thelike good turne theQueene.did in theyere 1553 
tothe Kinges Father 1o4z King of Sweden, when as 
he, as well by his Embafladours the Lorde Enicke of 
Wiſſenbronghe his Colin, Andrew Kithe Counſcillour 
and Raſchias his Sectetarie, as alſo by letters ſent vn- 
to her Maicſtic, carneſtlie entreated her Highnes, te 
{endean Embaſſage into Mſconte, to make interce(: 
ſion for a peace berwene the ſaid King, and the Muſe 
conite , whiche ſhee without delay willinglie perfor- 
med, and by her-perſuaſtion drew the Mſconite to 
make peace with the {aid King vpon indifferent,and 
reaſonable conditions : Which two excellentbene- 
fites done by her Maieſtie, the one to the Father, the 
other.to the ſonne, and to theirkingdomes are ther- 
forc rehearſed; becaule that in remembraunce there. 
of, a better, & more courteous courſe of proceeding 
might 1yſtlic haue been expected trom the King, & 
from the Senators of his Kingdom,then by your O- 
ration (it appeareth)was by them determined: Inſo 
much,that if at the beginning of your inſtruions,it 
had not been ſett downe;, that your commiſſion was 
decreed vpon in the Afſemblie of the Realme, ie 
might haue been ſuſpected , that ſome pointes of 
your {aide Commiſhon,not to be lyked, were - 
| poſe 
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poſed by-ſome Spaniards, and flaunderous Tefuites, 


of whiche Ieſuites it is faid there is a great number 
ſpred through manie partes of the Kingdome of Po- 
lone, whoſe malicious raylinges, are often caſt out irs 
publike places againſt her Mateſtie, and this Kinge- 
dome, without codigne puniſhment, or any repre- 
henſion at al:and therfore it may.be the more likclie 
to be true, that they as {worne men to the Kinge of 
Spaine, togcther with the Spaniardes of late enter- 
tayned by the King,and heard in the publikeAſſem- 
blic of the Realme, haue procured this Embaſlage 
with theſe kinde of Commitſitons in tauour of the 


Kinge of Spaine, 


The ſecond point of your Embaſſage conteyneth 
a requeſt for free Nauigarion, or trade into Spaine, 
which we deeme to be ſuch, as the Kinge of Spaine 
him ſelfe hath lately in ferious manner recommen. 
ded for him ſclte': M this prohibition was not ſett 
foorth by the Queenes Mateſtie before fhee was of 
neceflitie compelled therevnto : leaſt rhe Kinge of 
Spaine, open enemie torhis Realme,ſhould bee fur- 
niſhed.with Armes,Shippes,and Antmunition with 
fuch facilitie, & in ſuch great aboundance, as he was 
from the Maritime partes of Germanic, by meanes 
whereofhee might mainteyne longe warre againſt 
this Realme,ſo that it he could not gett theſe aydes, 
and helpes,it is maniteſt that he ſhould bee forced to 
leane of warre, and offer peace not onely to this 


Realme, but allo to others, againſt whom.hee moſt 
| vniuſt- 
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vnuſtlie maketh warre, whercas therefore it is plain, 

that this Kinge of Spainc, being an cninue to this 

Kcalme, is furniſhed, armed, and ſtrengthened to 
continue vnuſt warre with ſhippes, victuall, and o- 

cher warlike prouiftons out of certaine Cities vnder 

Polone, and other maritune Cittics of Germanic, in 

| what lorte can her Maieſtic{ bcing oppreſled by the 
| Spaniard with vniuſt warre) tollerate or ſuffer that 
{uch orders,and heElpes ſo openly, and ſocopioutlic 

{hould be caried to the ſaid King her encmie tor the 
cotinuance of the warre againſt her 2 And although 

you manic times repeated it, that the ſaid her High- 

nes prohibitions were contrarie to the lawe of Nati- 

ons, it is ſtraunge, that you would alleadge this a- 

gainſt the law of Nature,when as by Nature it ſelfe, 
tt is ordained, that euerie man may defende him ſelt 

againſt force, which law not written, but borne with 

vs we haue not learned, but receyucd, and drawen 

from Nature it ſelfe, beſides it is prouided by the 
auncientlawes, that it may be lawtulLto forbid, yea 

tolett, and hinder, that no man miniſter armes, vic- 

_ruall, orany thing clſe, whereby the enimic may be 

holpen to make warre,as by this one, wherewith ma- 

17.41b.:5- nic other agree, you may perceyue : Cotem ferro ſubs- 

tit. 4 .de Pu | 

blicanis, endo neceſſariam, Hoftibus quoque venundari vi ferrume 
& frumentum & Sales non ſine periculo capitis licet : Nei- 

ther may it heere be omitted,that this prohibition is 

plainlie contayned in diuerſe Articles of the Char. 

ters, giuen to the Hayſes by the Kinges of Englande, 

and Ba in theChatter of King Edward the firſt py 

O 


teitatem noiiram, quam extra mercantias ſuas ducere, (eu 
portari facere, preterquam ad terras maniſeftorum, C7 no. 


and promiſe 1s in exprefſe wordes conteyncd in the 


Charters of Edward the ſecond, and Hexrie the ſixth 
Kinges of England, which exceptions lo oftentimes. 
repeated, by ſo manie Kinges, ought to admitt no- 


reaſon to the contrarie,cſpeciallie on thoſe mens be- 
halte, who challenge their right by vertue of the ſaid 
Charters onely : but we ſhould haue had no neede 
| topropounde theſe our reaſons vnto you, but that 
we {uppoled you were. ignorant howe this queſtion 
of prohibiting ayd to be giuen tothe King of Spain, 
for making warre againſt vs, was handled about two 
f& yeares agoe before your King in his Counſeil,when 
| as certaine Merchants,or Mariners of Danzick, com- 
plained of thelike prohibition,and had obtaynedan 
3 Edi againſt her Maieſties people, which Edi& be. 

ing oppugned with many reaſons by our Embaſſa- 

z dour Doctor Parkins heere preſent, was abrogated, 
| & made void, ſo that there followed no execution 
vpon the ſame, but the Daxzichers were diſmiſſed: 
which happened inthe yeare 1595. ſo thatro treat 
further of this matter, wee ſhould ſeeme to doe that, 
whichis alreadie done : yet wee doe not denie,that 
which is alleagded by ſome on your behalfe , that 
theſe prohibitions are hurtfull to your people, for 
that wlule the {ame are in force, they cannot oy 
P their 
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of Englande,in theſe wordes following : Licebit pre-. 
aictis Mercatoribus quo voluerint tam infra regnum, & f0- 


1 toriorum Hoitium Regai noitri : the veric ſame clauſe, 
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their profite ſell their Corne, and many other things 
growing in their country : but for this is an eafie re- 
medie, if your people would bringe a great patte of 
the goodes by her Maieſtte prohibited into this 
Realme of England, where it ſhould bee Jawfull for 
them to ſell the ſame with all fauour, and with their 
great gaigne, and carie another part thereof into the 
low Countries and Fraunce, or into tale, ſo it bee 
done without fraude, and that the ſame come not 
into the Spaniardes Countrie : and by this meanes 
they may carie out and tranſporte all their goodes 
faute, to the greater benefit of the ſubicRes of Poloye, 
then otherwiſe, which might bee prooued maniteſt- 
lie by diuerſe examples, and preſentlie by this, that 
by carying their commodities into the other Coun- 
tries beſides Spain , they ſhould avoide the arreſting 
of their ſhippes, whiche happeneth euery yeare in 
that Countrey : ſo that many tymes, to their great 
charge, they are compelled to rigge their ſhippes, 8& 
fitt them for warlike vſe, and ſo with eminent daun- 
erto hazard the loſle of ſhippes,and men in fightat 
a, as too often the Danzichkers, 8 others hane proo. 
ued: and cuen this preſent fommer,it is knowen,that 
the Comaunders of the Spanifh Nauie have hunge 
vpand drowned inthe Hauen of Feroſe manie Mari. 
ners, Maiſters, and Pilotes of ſhippes pertayninge to 
the Maritime Cities ofthe H#anſes,for that they went 
about to deliver them ſelues, and their ſhippes from 

violent, & conſtrained bondage : For the avoyding . 

ofthe like loſe, and dammage;, her Maieſtie this la | 
year 


[Þ . 


R WO DS a4 LrAeARE LEE ge Conus 2s 
4 *% EY in W 


RT 


OF COMMERCE. To 


yere by publike writing ſett forth in Dutch, French, 
and Latine tongue,declared,and gaue warning,that 
if there were any ſhippes of foreigneNations by any 
meanes,cither with,or againſt their willes, deteyned 
in the Spaniſhe armie by Sea, atthat tyme readie to 
invade Englande, it ſhould bee Jawfull for them, for 
their ſafetic,to withdrawe them ſclues out of the ſaid 
Armie to ours, orto departe home quietlic to their 
owne Portes, without any damage to be done vnto 
them Dy her Maieſties people : and it is certaine that 
manie ſhippes,as well q&Darzick, as of Hamborough, 
were founde deteyned by the Spaniardes amongeſt 


' their ſhippes, which the Engliſhe men of warre did 


their beſte to ſaue from burninge when they did 


ſett fire on the Spaniſhe Navie : and ifthe Kinge of 


Polones Counſellours had knowen of this writing, it 
had not been congruent, that without mention of 
ſuch a benefite done to the Kinges ſubieces, they 
ſhould proſecute theſe matters in the worler parte : 
ncither can we here paſſe ouer in (ilence, that before 


| her Maieſtie did put the foreſaid prohibitions in ex- 


ecution, ſhee many i r-4'% made it knowen, as well 
by publike letters,asalſo by Admonition of the Eaſt 


countrie Merchauntes,that ſhee now was of neceſſi- 


- tie compelled for the defence ofher Realme againſt 
the King of Spaine her open enemie,to forbidde the 


tranſporting of Armes, ViQuall,and other things in- 
to Spaine,wherewith the ſaid King might ſet foorth 
and furniſh his Navies,and Armies,and withoutthe 


which he could not poſſiblic continew the warre a- 
P 2 gainſt 
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painſt this Realme. Beſides all this for the juſtifying 
and defence of the faide her Maicſties prohibitions, 
it manifeſtlic appeareth,thart the verie like haue been 
often made by other Kinges, & namely by the King 
of Polones Father 10h King of Sweden, & by Sigiſmond 
King of Poloxe, graundfather to the King, thatrnowe 
is, who by force tooke much Merchandiſe from her 
Maieftics ſubietes, tor that they were to bee caried 


into MHuſcoute, which many honeſt Engliſhe Mer- 


chauntes, hereby brought into pouertic, haue cauſe 
to remember, The like wasMfo oftentymes done by 


the Kings of Sweden to the ſubieRts of Deamarke, who 
would haue traded into AMuſconze : And for confir- 


mation heereof we can ſhew the authenrique com- 
miſhons of the ſaid King S7grſmonde,giuento his Ad: 
mirall 0zto Mannickes the 25 *Bof May 1 5 66, and 0- 
thers of the 12 ® of Marche 1 5 6 9.to Aſo Genrick, 6c 


the like to Hans Necker, Captaines of his, to whom 


authoritic was giuen vnder the faid Kings hand, and 
ſeale, to intercepr,take,ſpoile, & make hauocke of all 
thofe, which by way of Merchandiſe, or otherwiſe; 
ſhould carie into 2Muſconie Powder, Ordinance, Salt: 
perer, Victuall, or anie other kinde of ware tendinge 
ro warlike prouifion . There bee allo letters-extant, 
written in verie earneſt maner by the ſaide Kinge $7- 


gifmondvnto; her Maieſtic, dated in Marche 1568. 
wherein by manie argumentes hee ſhewed, that the 


Trafficque, or Nauigation into Sweden, & the Narue, 
forbidden to allmen in generall, was moſt iuſt and 


Cnc» 
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enemies the: Huſcourtes ſhould not be furniſhed,and 
armcd not onely with armes, weapons, and ammus> 
nition, but with other greater matters, which might 
help his enimie,& to tharend he writeth,thathe had 
ſetta watch in the ſea of men of warre, with com- 
maundementthar if anic mi againſt their will would 

trade into Mnſcorie, they ſhould take,and ſeaze ypon 
him, & all his goodes : of this prohibition rhe Coit 
ſcllours of Polone can not bec ignorant, neither was 
that wiſe and prouident Kinge heerein to bee repre» 
hended : And after that theſe reaſons were deliue. 
red vnto the faid Embafſador,he was af ked whether 
anic thing could be iuftlie oppoſed againſt them, 
whervnto he anſwered, thathe had-none authoritie 
to diſpute of thefe marters, but onely to lay foorth, 
thar which he had in commiſhon, and to require an 
aunfiverctherevato: theſaide Councellours theres 
fore thought it not fitt to vie any longer ſpeache on 
that behalte: Burto conclude auouched for afull ans 
{were of all that hath been by rhe ſaide Embaſſadour 
propounded, that feeing tris manifeſt thar rifrs' deed 
of her Maieſtie is allowable, 'not onely by the law of 

; Narture to defende her felfe, but alſo by the expreſſe 

4 Cinilclawe,and examples of the Kings of Sweden, 8& 

; Polone, eſpeciallie by diyerſe Charters of the Kinges 
of England, therefore her fatd Maieſtie conldnot be 

Tightlic accuſcd eirher of iniuftice; orTuſtice denied 

inanie her docinges, for as ( {aide they) ſhee hath af- 

wayes profeſſed (taking the omniporent GOD the 
ſearcher of heartes to her witnes) it was neuerin her 
= P 3 mynde. 
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myndeto comitany thing againſtthe ſacred rule of 
Iuſtice,ſo ſhee wilbe ready to giue care toanie com- 
20997” un her own ſubicct,or ſtraunger, and by 
her officers to doe iuſtice to the ſaid plaintife, accor- 
_ to equitie, and reaſon : the which ſhee will alſo þ 
pertorme towardes you, if you ſhall recomend ante (3 
expreſle caule of any ſubiect of the kingdom of Polon. 
For her Maicſtic is ſo ready,to giue anſwer toPiſmar 
of Danzick, who (as it is ſaide) followed you trom 
thence, forthe proſecutinge of certaine his ſewtes 
for iuſtice,that if you did not in ſuch haſte vrge your 
departure, wee « Maieſties Counſelours , betore 
your departure,ſhould haue authoritie,to heare,and 
determine his ſaid ſewtes, according to reaſon, and 
equitie : And to make an end of this longe, - ne- 
ceſſaric aunſwere of ours to your obieions, for that 
many of the thinges publiſhed in your Embaſlage, 
7 may by imputation be taken in ill parte againſt the 
- honour, and dignitie of her Maieſtie, all which by 
our ſaide aun{were are plainly proued to haue pro- 
ceeded from your Kingeill informed, her Maicſtic 
with good reaſon doeth expe, that when her aun- | 
{weres ſhall before the Kinge, and the Senate of his 5 
Realme be compared with the complaintes of the 
Complainers, the faide Senate will prouide, that 
the tructh of her Maieſtes Actions bee no lefle pu- 
blikelie by ſome means repaired, and reſtored, then 
the contrary hath bene attempted by falſe accuſati- 
| ons,and the Kings publike Embaſſage,that ſo it may 


_ appeare, thatthe Kinge hath that regarde ofthe pre- 
=o (cruati- 
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ſeruation of mutuall freendſhippe, as her Maieſtie 
doth exped from a Prince that is her confederate,8 
brother : this aunſwere was made by their Honors 
aboucſaid on the 13** day of Auguſt 1 5 97. at Green- 
witch, with the which the ſaid PoliſheEmbaſſadour 
departed , and heerein the queſtion betweene the 
Engliſhe, and the Harſes is fully laide open, and 
aunſ{wered, and their malice againſt the State of the 
land plainly diſcoucred: fo that it were more then 
time, that they were reſtored, and ſatisfied in their 
vnreaſonable pretences, as ſome without dew con- 
fideration vnaduiſedly deſire. About this time, to 
witt, the firſt of Auguſt 1 5 97. the Emperour conti- 
nuallie called vpon by Dor Guillelmo S. Clement ordi- 
narielegder for the Kinge of Spain at Prage, and ſtir- 
red vpas well by the aboueſaide Embaſlages, as by . 
the importunate , & clamorous ſollicitations of the 
Hanſes,permitted a Mandate, or Edict to bee publz. 
ſhed,and (ett vpin the Empire, the tenoure whereof 
enſuerh, taken out ofa tranſlation of the faide Man- 
date into the Netherlandiſhe tongue , and printed 
cum Privilegio at Bruſſelles, to the greater and more 
enormous iniurie,and reproch of herMaieſtie,8 her 
Highnes Actions, and of the Companie of M. M. 
Adventurers, as no doubt their meaninge was, that 
were the authours &doers thereof,and conſequent- 
lieto make the whole Engliſh-nation, and'namethe 
more odious, and condempned of all men, thereby 
alſo openlie iuſtifying, and w—_— lawfull all the 
vaiuſt, andvalawfullattemptes,and praRtiſes _ 
v ng 
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Kinge of Spain and his miniſters againſt her ſaide 
Maicſtie,Realme,and people, 


Tie Empe- Wee Rudelph the ſcconde, by the eracc of God 
rours Men; Elect Romance Emperour, &c. to all and fingulare 
the MM, Princes EleCtours, Princes Spirituall,and temporall, 
Adueturers, Prelates, Earles, Barons, &c. ſende freend{hippe, fa- 
__ pour, andall good: Heretofore in the time of our 
right welbcloued Grandfather, and Fathcrthe Em- 

perours Ferdinand, and Maximilian (of famous me- 

morie) as allo in the' time'of our Raigne ouerthe 

Empire, the Confederate Dutche Harſe Townes, 

and ſome others thereby intereſſed, many yeares to- 

gether, andat{undry times, and tydesnor onely at 

Fats 02 our Court, butalſoat former meetinges ofthe Em. 
& lippreſſa. pire, eſpecially at Auſbourehe in the yeare 15 8 2. and 
veruare, At Regenſbroughtin the yeare 1 5 94. laſt paſt , hauc in 
complayning wiſe declared and ſhewed : That they 

three hundred yeares pocand aboue had obtayned 

& gotten notable privileges, immunities, freedoms, 

and exemptions within the Realm of England, part- 

Jy by the eſpeciall grace,and fauour of the Kinges of 

that Lande, and partlic with great ſummesof monie 

for the good, and commoditie of the holy Empire, 

and the members of the ſame, and for the aduance- 

ment of the generall Trade, and Comerce, which 
priviledges, &c. they haue held,8& enioyed till now, 

not without their great, and notable charge , as ha- 

uving bene graunted, approued, and confirmed by 


fourteen Kings of Englande ſuccefſiuely, and inthe 
yeare 


.. 
Ny 
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yeare 1 470. by forcknowledge, andconſent of the 

States of the Lande, both ſpirituall, and temporall, 

made of the force, and natureof a perpetuall, and 
irrcuocable contraft ; wherevpon they hcide their 
refidenceand Officers within the cittie of London in 

an houle, or counter called {the Durche Guild hall) 

where they vſed to buyeClothe of the ſubiectes of 

the Crown of Englande, and caryed the fame from 

thence into Dutchelande , by meanes whereof En- 

gliſhe Clothe was to be bought good cheape through- Notwith- 
out all the ſaid Country of Dutcheland,trs whence _— 
alſo on the other {ide a Trade was driuen with all the Lant- 
kinde of wares ſeruing England, to the no ſmall pro- $21 &f , 
fitt,and gaigne,as welbof vs,as of the ſubicctes of the. ar onetime 
Empire, aud of the Crowne of Englande : Whiche 2? F25- 
notwithſtanding certaine couctous Companies of Clothes for 
Merchauates, whereof ſome call them ſelues Mer. X'* Live 
chauntes Aduenturers, ſeekinge their owne priuate they would 
paineand lucre, are ſpronge vp inthe ſaideRealme, got, nn 
who by bad meanes haue wrought and practiſed, to if the Haa. 


: ſes hadſolde 
the great,& notorious hurtand damage of the fore- E,*'o-* 


ſaide Hanſes, and haue taken vpon them to bringe in good cheap 
manie yntollerable innovations, contrarie to the a- 7 -= is 
boue ſaid olde Cuſtomes, Priviledges, 8 perpetual ' 
contraQt obtayned, and purchaſed with the great 

coftes, and charges of the ſaide Hanſes : So that it 1s 

cometo paſſe, that the Queene of Englande nowe 
raigning,will not any longer endure, or cofirme the 

laid Hanſes Priuiledges, and perpetuall contraR, and 


* nowe 
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nowefinallie the laſt yeare to the further, and more 
intollerable grieuance of the forcfaide Harſe townes 
(ſpeciallic for that they founde it not reaſonable nor 
fitt to yecld vnto the faide M. M. Adventurers a Re- 
fidence according to their defire at Hamborough)hath 
wholy forbidden, and cutt off all priviledged trade, 
both within, and without the {aide Realme of En- 
gland, thereby the better to ſtrengthen the trade of 
the foreſaid Adventurers Companic, and to bringe 
their Monopoliſh trathcque into a tull courſe, and 
trayne with Engliſh Clothe, & commodite in ſuch 
forme, and manner, as the Staplers Companie haue 
drawen the trade of Engliſh Wooll into their owne 
handes onely, whiche nowe is apparent, in that the 
Hanſes can not enioye their Priuiledges, & well pur- 
chaled trathcque, whereas on the other ſide,the En- 


_gliſhe Adventurers Companie encreaſeth in num- 


ber, to witt in Dutchelande, firſte at Embden, where 
they were receiucd by the Earle of Eaifriſelande that 
then was, and afterwardes in other places more, and 
now preſenthicat Stade, within the Archbiſhopricke 
of Bremen,where they haue ſettled the Clothe trade, 
and hauedrawen vntothemſclues cnely other com. 
merces, and commodities whiche the Dutche Mer- 


chauntes in former rimes vied to enioye, and farther 


tothe preiudice of the Hanſe townes, haue creed 
an eſpeciall Societic, Staple, Colledge, Confedera- 
cie, andalliance, by meanes whereof they haue not 
onely made diuerſeand {undrie Monopoliſh prohi- 


bitions, treatics, and accordes hurtfull to the com- 
mon 
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mon wealth of the holy Empire,againſt vs,& againſt 
the Right, and ordinance of the ſaide Empire, anda- 
ainſt all vie of Merchauntes, but alſo haue raiſed 
Clothe, and other wares accordinge to their owne 
willes, to ſucha dearenes, © that the pryce thereof is jx,,, cam 
almoſt as high againe, as it was wont to be when the ie 26g 
j 


Hanſes might viethcir Priviledges, Belides the aide ,c.@ ra. 
W - Engliſhe Adventurers doe not ſell their Clothes af. fours, and 


ter they haue been wett, and put inthe water with- eng0" 


out retching, or ſtretching, as it ought to be by the Piney 
policie, conſtitutions, penale ſtatutes of the Holy {528 » © 


Empire : and for that the ſame hath been left *vnpu- the Em- 
pire, bought 


niſhed a long tyme,other Merchauntes, which buye {v1.2 


Clothe of the laide Adventurers doe take occaſion clothes of 
y Merc ants 


ofthe like badd example: Finallie,through the drift Yn 


and dealing of theſe Adventurers, the Dutche Mer- at fuchtime 
as the Han- 


chaunt hath thebeſt of his trade taken from him, o- {/1.; .. 


| mittinge heere howe that the Queene of Englande mip clothe 
outot Eng- 


* with armed hand hath preſumed,or advanced her Þ* eas 
ſelfe to cauſe the Merchauntes Adventurers ſhippes cheap astbe 


Merchantes 


to be convoycd from Loxdon to Stade, thorough the \, poenonmes 
Dutche ſea, and within ours,and the Holy Empires * There are 


none who 


Turiſdition,& commaundement: and betides,hath Jove 09. 
{ett vp,and publiſhed all Kinde of Edictes tending to formation 


. in this poing 
the hinderaunce, and empeaching of the freedome 50h 


of the (ca, and Navigation, togeather with arreſtes the 14, 1. 


Adveturers, 


« Vnto this the Hamburgers gaue occaſion by exaRing a tolle by forcible hande 
laying their men of warre before the Swinge for that purpoſe: Defenſio autem non 
tantum omni jure eſt permifla, ſed etiam pro defenfione rerum & bonorum aliuhy 
Ron modo vulnerare (ed & occiderelicer, & is qui jllicite exatam gabellam ſoluece 


keculat, neque Deum neque homines offcndit, 
Q2 which 
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which haue followed vppon the tame, by meanes 
whereof the Hanſe Townes,and other our ſubieQes, 
and the ſubieRes of the Holy Empire, are forced to 
forlake, and leaue vnfrequented the foreſaide free 


| a aro this Navigation throughout the whole © Weſtern ſea, 


ſeeker Ma- and in the Ems ſtreame, and parile in the Eaſterne 
eſues ann= ſea,and elſwhere, for which cauſe the foreſaid Hanſe 
ro the Po- Townes, and others thereby intereſled, haue called 
———_—_ vpon vs, and the Holy Empire, and in moſt humble 
manner haue prayed, and belought vs, to haue con- 
fideration of all theſe matters, & togiue them hcere- 


in ayd,and afliſtance. 


For aſmuch then, as we founde, that theſe com, 
plaintes, and grievances were of very great waighte, 
and importance, and ſecing that by our neighbour. 
lic, and friendlie writing to the Queene of England 
we haue but ſmally prevailed, and laſtlie,for that we 
haue little profited with our Emperial Mandate and 
ordinances hceretofore ſett foorth, againſt the Re- 
teiners of the ſaide M. M. Adventurers, but to the 
contrarie, perceyuing that for the defence,and iuſti- 
fying of theſe matters, all kinde of Diſpurations, ex- 
cuſes,queſtions,& delayes were mooued & brought 

foorth, it ſeemed to vs verie neceſlarie, before all 0- 
ther things, for our more aſſurance of the tructh on 
this bchalfe, to cauſeadiligent,and perfeR informa- 

att were Fon tobe taken, whether the Engliſh Adventurers 
reaſon the Companie did vie anie trade or Monopohes contrarie 


M,M.Ad-. | G : it. 3 
vearures 50 Our,And the Holy Empires ordinances, which - 
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ing done, it was founde by the Depoſitionrof not a were heard 
fewe credible perſons at Francfort vpon Mayn, inthe vhat they 
Lent Marte 1 5 8 1.and by other information on this poſe ro this 
behalfe taken, that all, that is aboue written, clearely dcp*(irions 
appeared, and that which is more, that the foreſaide 
Adventurers Colledges were heretofore forbidden, 

and baniſhed outof Danzick in Pruſsia, as alſo out of 

ſome places of the low & Burgundith, & other Cofi- Howe the 
tries : wherevponhauing with our ſclues waighed M-M- Ad- 


YE Nrurers 


the whole matrer, according tothe 1umportice ther- were bani= 


of, and confidere tthetethings concernednot $9 out of 
: a the Burgun» 
onelic the Harſe ut alſo all the ſubteRes, aithe lowe 


and Merchauntes of the Holy Empire, the further Countries, 
roceeding therin was deferred roa generallAſſem- betore, ana 

biy of the Empire, holden at A»ſbrovgin the yeare '* ey vee 

1582: againſt wwe cauſed the Acts & Propoſitions panitea 

concerning the ſame, to be ſent vnto all the Princes 2** _ 

Electours, to the ende,that they might the Ripelier, the practiſe 

and berterconfider vpon the ſame, and afterwardes of *he ſame 

welaide the matter in deliberation of all the States $panive 

of the Holy Empire, whoatfter mature Counſeland Miniiters, 

bethinking, gaue vs theiradvice, and opinions vpon judge, = 

the ſame, praying vs with all, that ſeeing there was 

no meanes to obtayneat the foreſaid Queene of En. 

glandes handes the full reſtitution of the foreſaide 

Hanſes priviledges, hereditarte agreement, and con- 

trac, and that in the meane while the Engliſhe Ad- 

uenturers Companie ved, and went forwarde with 

an hurtful Aonepelie, againft all right, and reaſor, 

that we would with publike Edictes,forbid the fore- 


Qz fide 
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aide Merchauntes Adventurers their trade by wa. 
ecr, and by lande, throughout the Holy Empire,and 
the luriſdiction,and Commaund of the ſame : And 
further,that we would ſtraightlic charge, and vppon 
great penalties enioigne cuery State, whom it might ' 
concerne, not to permitt the ſaide M. M. Aduentu- 
rers, or their Conlortes, Contederated Companies, 
Factours, and fcrvauntes, to hauc recourle, or anic 
commso trafiicque in any placc within the holy Em- 
pire, but rather to expell, detende, and forbidde the 
{ame,vpon paine of our indignation, and lofle of all 
Royalties, Fiefes, Rightes, and luriſdictions, which 
to the diſobedient on this behalte might appertaine, 
or bclonge, either vnder vs, or the Holy Empire. 
And if fo bee, that contraric to this our Emperiall 
commaundement, the Engliſhe Merchauntes Ad- 
uenturers, or their Factours, or {crvauntes,ſhould be 
ſo bolde, as to vſe, or dryueanic trade cither in buy- 
ing, or (elling of Engliſhe Clothes, Wooll, or other 
wares what ſocuer, at any place within the holy Em- : 
pire, that then each Magiſtrat and Ruler within his | 
Commaund, or Juriſdictio ſhould be holden where | 
theſaide bought or ſolde goodes may be found,and 
wherc ſuch trade is vſed, preſently to ſeaze vpon,and 
confiſcate the faide forbidden goodes, as by the con- 
tentcs of the adviſe, and determination to vs at that 
tymedeliuered at Auſburghe on the behalfe of the E- 
lcors, Princes,and States of the holy Empire,more 
at large appeareth : howbeit wee proceeded not to 
the publication of the ſaid Mandates, but 117 
an. 


. 


; 
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ſtanding that the Deputics of the Hanſe townes car- 
neltly 1al1{ted, to haue a finall conclufion of this mat- 
tcr, wee hirit of all ſought by all gentle meanes, ro 
induce, and mouec the Queene ot Englande, forthe 
confirmation of good neighbourhood, to giue vs, 
and the Empire, as alſo the Hanſe townes content- 
ment in the aboue- written complaintes, and grie- 
uances, without compelling vs torthat caule to vie 
any ſharper meanes, or remedie: andto that end we 
gaue her Ambaſſadour, at that time being at Asſ- 
bronghe, to vnderſtand, through what vrgentand ne- 
cellary occaſions the forcſaid Mandate was conclu. 
ded, and reſolued vpon by vs, and the States of the 
holy Empire, and with all to offer that, whenſocuer 
it ſhould like the Queene of Englande, to ſuffer the 
matterto be brought toa freendly treaty, and com- 
munication,and to that end ſhould appoint her Em. 
baſſadours with full commiſſion, that wee then on 
the other{ide would bee willinge, to depute alſo cer- 
tain perſonages of qualitie, and countenaunce, be. 
fore whom both partics ſhould appeareatſome con- 
yenient place within the Empire, and lay forth their 
doleances, and griefes, and ſo growe toa compo. 
ſition, and determination in all reaſon, and with a 
true and faitfull hearte and meaninge : Wee alſo 
admontſhed, and finallie moued the Hanſe Townes 
ro their great coſte, and charges,to ſende a particular 
Legation into Englande vnto the Queene, whereat- 
ter they had preſented our letters of Interccſhon, 


Which wee gaue them with them, a friendlie agree- 
ment, 
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- mentandcompoſlition was required, but they could } 
not ctte&, or profite anie thinge on this behalte, but 
receyued ot the Queene acleane contraric anſwear. | 
Inthe meane while the Adu@turers, with their Mo- 
nopoliſhe trade, and dealinges encreaſed more, and 
more, and multiplicd in the Empire, and oucr, and | 
aboue this,the Engliſhe did vnto the ſubicctes of vs, 
and the holy Empucc in the open ſca,great violence, | 
and damage: which diſcommoditie beganne, conti- 
nued, and encreaſed whole twelue yeares longe, to 
witte, fromthe Aſſemblic at on vureh,s$ 2.to the 
Afſcmnblic laſt held at Regenſbronghe 9 4. to the pre- 
1udice,and contempt not onely of our Emperiall In- | 
tcrceſi15, but allo os writing of the Haxſe townes, F 
and of the many wayes ſought tor triendlic appoint- 
meat, in {o much, that the Hanſe Townes, at the laſt 
holden afſetnbly at Regenſbrongh,againe complained 
on this behalte,and we, conſidering the manuteſt ne- 
ceſſitic of the cauſe, layd the ſame a trethe in delibe- 
ration,and conſultation with the Ele&tours, Princes, 
and States which then appeared, and with the Col. 
{cllours, Ambaſſadours, & Deputies of the Princes: 
which appeared not perſonallic at the ſaidaſſembly: | 
And foraſmuch, as it was founde, to bee againſt all 
right, and reaſon, that the Hanſes ſhould bee ſpoyled 
| inthe Realme of Englande of all their Tuſttittle, he. 
5 reditaric agreement, and Priuileges gotten, as afore- 
ſaide with their great coſte, and charges, and that on 
the other {de the Marchauntes Adventurers with 
their Conventicles, Companic,and trayne,without 
| alue 
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any *permiſſion of vsas preſently raigning Romane conratus 


Empecrour, and ſupreme head of the holy Empire, 

cathat which is more, contrary to all tormer recel- 
ſes, 8& Mandates, ſhould de fa intrude themſtlues, 
and goe through with their trade, to the notable 
loſſe, and damage of all the States of this Empire, 
great, and ſmall,and to the bringing in of a dearth in 
Clothe,and woolle, and by their Monopolithe pra- 
diles (which according to the conſtitutions of vs, 
and the holy Empire delerue great puniſhement) to 

oe ahout to weaken, and ouerthrow the auncient, 
and honeſt trade of Merchaundiſe vied amonge the 
laudable Dutche Nation: without making mention 
in this place of the outrage, force,8 violence, which 
the foreſaid Engliſh haue committed, with manifold 
robberics,& ſpoilings at ſea, to the daungerous con- 
ſequence, and preiudice of the Turifdiction, and ſu- 
perioritie which pertayneth,and belongeth vnto vs, 
and the holy Empire in'the (fame: therefore in the 
forefaide afſemblic of the Empire, it was with one 
voice, and conſent concluded, and relolued, and of 
vs by the Eleors, Princes,and States required, that 
if ſo bee (notwithſtandingeall the great paynes and 
charges hctherto in vaine beſtowed) at our newe in- 
ſtance,and requiſition, with deduRtion of all the cir- 
ciiſtances thereto neceſfarie,the Queene of England 
would notlet the Hanſe Townes enioye their Privi- 
ledges free, certaine,and whole, as heretofore of old 
they had them, and would not alſo ſuffer the Com- 


taerce,and trade open,and vnmoleſted,that then we 
R ſhould 
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ſhould in deed aſſiſte the Hanſe Townes, as the faith. 
full ſubicctes of vs, and the holy Empire, and ſhould 
cauſe the abouc-mentioned Mandate agreed vppon 
at Auſborough 1 5 8 2, to be publiſhed, and put in cxe- 
cution againſt the hurtfull Monopolithe Companie 
of the M.M. Adventurers, without any fauour,diflt. 
mulation, or compotition : whiche confultation in 
ſuch maner by the Eleours, Prince, and States in 
encrall, with one;\conſent propounded, at former 
Aſſemblies, and now againe renewed, were accor- 
ding toright and reaſon confirmed,and ratified, and 
conlequentlie the fifth of Juli x 5-9 5. wrote vnto the 
torcfaide Queene loutnglie,and neighbourly requi- 
ring her a new, and ſetting before her eyes the fore. 
faide reaſons, with manie other motiues thereto ſer- 
ving, that ſhee would cauſc the old, and continuall 
complaintes, together with the oppreſſtons, and da. 
mages of the foreſaid Hanſe Townes to ceafe, but we 
receyued ſuch an anſwere vnto this our writing,that 
thereby it may ſuthcientlic bee perceyued, that our 
hctherto longe vied patience is not onely receyued 
with ſmall thankes, but with all,the ſaid Queene pre- 
fumeth,to aſſcribe vnto her felte ſomeintereſt heere- 
in,& to drawe the ſame into conſequence,as though 
by our deferring of the publiſhing of the ſaide Man- 
dates, the intruſion of the foreſaid M. M. Adventu- 
rers were allowed, or that,as if it ſtoodein the liking, 
choice, will, and power ofthe Queene, to take from 
the forelaide Hayſe Townes their dearlie purchaſed 


kbertits, and hereditatic accorde, and {o well -- 
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F 
| that in anic other place then in England(where ſhee 


- may beIudge and partie)that anie treatie be held on 
this behalte,and belides requiring,thather ſubicfes 
according to their owne good likinge, and pleaſure, 
may haunr,liue, & excrciſe their Merchandiſe with- 
in the Empire of the Dutche Nation, which tor vs, 
and che Empire it falleth altogether greeuous, and 
verie contumelious to difſemble any longer: there- 
fore then, whercas we in regarde of our Emperiall 
office, and place, cannot any longer delay to put in 
execution the foreſatde conſultations, and Decrees 
of the yeares 82. and 94. for the furtherance of the 
common weltare, and for neceſſities ſake, cfpeciallic 

Fi ſeeing the Monopolies,and preiudiciall, dangerous, 5 

and vnlawfull foreſtalling (which as is abouclaide, 

are vied among the Engliſh Adu@turers Companic) 
by teſtimonies,and other credible informations,are 
altogether open, and manifeſt,and not oncly, accor. 
ding to the common written lawes, but allo accor- 
dingeto the publiſhed conſtitutions of the Empire, 
are forbidden vpon great penaltic,and puniſhmenr, 
to witte, lofſe of goodes, and charttell, and baniſhe- 

ment out of the lande. f 

Therefore is it, that we prohibite, baniſhe out,and 
proſcribe all the forenamed Engliſhe Merchantes,to 
witt, the whole Companie of the M. M. Adventu- 
rers, together with cheir hurtfull dealings, traffickes, 
and contraQinges out of all the holy Empire, fo that 
ſuch hurtfull Commerces, and dealinges of the En- 


eliſhes Advgnturers, with the conventions, com- 
R 2 paces, 


A 
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' pactes, andalliances on this behalfe made, from this 

time forwarde ſhalbee forbidden and made voide, 
without that any man by himſelf, orany other ſhall, 
ar may hereafter exerciſe, or practiſe the fame : or. 

dayning therctore, and commanding cxpreflely by 
our RomiſheEmperiall power, and authornic, ac- 

cordinge to the rc{oJution ot the Eletours, Princes, 
and States of the Empire agreed vpon,renewed,and: 
approued, that vpon paine of the ban, and proſcrip« 
tion of vs, andthe holy Empire, ajland every Mer- 
chantes, & dealers in Englithe Clothe (to theCom- 
panics of M. M. Adventurers any vayes allyed or 
aſlociated) together with their Factours, Agentes, 
Atturnyes,and Seruants, that within three monthes. 
after the publiſhing , and ſetting foorth of thele pre-. 


ſentes, they departe, and remoue without further 


delay , or oppoſition out of the Rule, comand,and 
lande of vs, and of the holy Empire, as alſo of the E- 
 lecours, and common States, and ſpecially out of 
the towne of Stade , {cituatc inthe Archbiſhoprick 
of Breme,8 out of all-other partes, and places, where 
they commonly hane their refidence, and conven- 
ticles, or exerciſe their Trade : and that fromhence 
forwarde they wholy,and entirely abftaine, and for- 
beare fromallrecourſe,and Commerces howſocuer 
they may bee called, by,water,and by lande,openly, 
or priuilie, throughoutall the whole Empire. And: 
further wee giue commandement toall Princes Ele- 


Qours , Princes, States., and ſubicRes of vs, and the. 


holy Empire, vpon the forteic}ure of all Roy 
66267? | tics, 
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alties, Fiefs, and other rights, and dewties obtayned 
ot vs,and the holy Empire(which euery one whoſo- 
eucr ſhall dare wilfully to doe here againſt ipſs faclo 
ſhall torfei) that they vnto-the ſaide Englithe, na- 
minge themſ{clucs Merchantes Adventurers, their 
Societies, Companies, Fa&ours, and Seruantes, no 
where in the holy Empire, by lande,or by water,doe 
g1ue, yeald,or permit any open, orſecrete conveigh» 
ance,paſſage, help, or other tauour,but the fame doe 
altogether lctt, and prohibite : And, if ſo bethart-the 
Engliſhe Adventurers, their adherents, factours, or 
feruantes boldly ſhall goe forward, or proceed, con- 
trary to this our Emperiall Mandate and Comman- 
dement, either in buying, or ſclling of Clothes, and 
Woolle, or with excrciſinge any otherCommerces, 
howlſoecuer they may bee called; in any quarter or 
place of the holy Empire, inſuch caſe, herebyautho- , 
ritieand power is giuerr, and carncftly is enioigned; 
and required, that all Magiftrates, and Rulers, vnder 
whoſe commande, or LurifdiQtion ſuch place imme- 
diately docth lye, and where ſuch kinde of trade is 
vied, or whe ſuch bought, or ſolde goodes may be 
 found,to apprehend the perſons without delay, and 
to arreſt, andconfiſcare the forbidden goodes. And 
further itſhall not be lawfull for any Magiſtrate, or 
Ruler in the Empire, togiue Convoy,or Sanfecon- 
duict with whatſocuerwoordes, meaning,colour,or- 
clauſes the ſaide Convoyes,or ſaufeconduictes,may 
be conceiued,or ſett downe,to the Engliſhe Advert 
turers Companies, Merchantes, or dealers , neither 

R 3 ſha 
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ſhall they be conducted, or conuoyed by any Magi. 
{trate,or Superiour in the ſaide Empire: And in caſe 
that the Magiſtrat, or Superior {halbe heerein negll- 
gent, or {lacke, & that we, or our Procurour Filcacll 
{ſhalbe rhereof advertiſed, then our will is, that the 
ſaid Fiſcaell ( according to our commaundcment to 
him inearneſt maner alreadic giucn)on this behalte, 
ro advertiſe the Magiſtrate, or Supertour, where the 
ſaid Merchauntes, and Dealers dwell, or re{ide, and 
admoniſhe the ſame ſuch Engliſhe trade foorthwith 
out ofhande to forbid: and it ſo bee the {aide Magi- 
ſtrate, or Superiour, doe not ſo within the prefixed 
tyme,we will on our Emperiall Courtes parte, or 0- 
therwiſe our forcſaid Fiſchale ſhall haue tull power, 
right,and authoritie to proccede to the execution of 
this our Emperiall Mandate,and by vertue of his of- 
fice preſentlic to call in queſtion the dilobcdient, 
without all fauour, or diſſimulation,as the necefhitie 
of the cauſe ſhall require, without that it ſhalbe law. 
full for the aforeſaid miſdoers to alleadg,or produce 
any exceptions, or declinatorie delay in any maner 
whiat ſocucr . And for that iris raw and permit. 
ted to euery man to glue information againſt the 
Tranſgreſſours, ras whoſocuer firſte ſhall in. 
forme the Magiſtrate, where offence is made of the 
ſaide offence plainlie and truelie, orin caſe of negli. 
gece in the ſaid Magiſtrate,our Fiſcale, he ſhall haue 
the fourth parte of the offendours goodes, wherein 
allo he ſhalbe aſſiſted, & holpen by the foreſaid Ma- 
giltate,or Superiour,or in default thercof by vs,and 
| Our 
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our Emperiall Chamber right, 8 by all other States 
of the Holy Empire : according to thislet cuery mi 
take knowledge, how to demeane him ſelte. Giuen 
in our Royall Caſtell at Praghe, the firſte day ofthe 
moneth ot Auguſt Anfi i 5 97.0t our Romith King- 
dome the twoand twentieth yeare, of Hungarie the 
25 *®, & of Bohemnaallo the 22 1b. Subſcribed Ruaolph, 
Paragraphed 1. D.W. Freymonat, ad Mandatum Sacre 
Ceſares Maieftatis proprium, And figned C11. Hanni- 
wat : and the priuie ſcale of the Emperonrs Mateſtie 
= printed vponthe ſame in- forme of a Plarcart or 
[7 Ks 


Theſearethe woordes of the Mandate, which I 
haue tullie and truclie ett downe, to the end that it 
may the better appeare, what the cauſes were of the 
faid!Mandate, and what good freends the Haxſes are 
tothe ſtate of England. Cocerning the cauſes, I note T 
them to be three in number : Firſt, The taking away of” 

#eE aiterlinges Priviledges m Englande. Secondlie,T he 
doeings of the Eweliſh men of warre at the Sea. And third- 
lie, The ©Monopolie wſed by the Merchantes Adventurers. 

| To the firſt twoo cauſes her Maieſticat ſundrie times 
hath ſufficientlie anſiyeared;and namely by her Let- 
ters written to the Emperour in the yeares 1585.and 
laſtlie by the anſ{weare given to the Poliſh Embaſſa. 
dour, as aboue atJarge is fer downe. As forthe Mo. 
nonopolie, wherewith the M. M. Adventurers are 
charged,it is but a meerefJaunder,and iniuriousim- 


putation,maliciouſlic deuized by the Hanſes,to m_ 
c 


A / 
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the eyes of the States,8 Princes of theEmpirewith- 
all.and.to drawe them vnder colourof complayning 
on the M.M. Adventurers, as Monopoliſhe traders, 
to aydc, and aſliſte the ſaide Harſes, to recouer their 
Priuiledges againe, and to mainteyne them therein, 
contraric to all reaſon againſt the Engliſh Nation, as 
I doubt not anone molt plainly, clearely to prouc. 


Her Maieſtic becing informed of the aboucſaide 
Mandate, ſent Maiſter John Wrothe,8 Maiſter Stephen 
Leſieur, with letters to the Emperour, and diuerle of 
the Ele&tours, and Princes of Germanie, declaringe 
her Highnes opinion of this procceding as an vniuſt 
practiſe and docing of the Haxſes, and therefore re- 
quired,to haue the ſaid Mandate rcuoked,or {u{pen. 
ded, but beeing vacertain, what would follow here- 
vpon, it ſeemed good vnto her Maicſtie in the mean 

' tyme, ro diret a commiſhon to the Maior,and She- 
ritfes of the Cittie of London, in maner following. 


LIZ ABETH by the grace of God, Queene of 
| | ,Englande, Fraunce, and Ireland, Deftendor of 
 _ thefaith,&c. To our righte truſtie, and wellbe. 
\Joued the Maior,and Sheriftes of our Cittic of Lon- 

don,greeting. Whereas there hath been directed a 
Commaundement,by the name of a Mandate,from 
the Romane Emperor to all Eleors, Prelates,Earles 
andall other Officers, and ſubices of the Empire, 
recyting ſundrie complaintes made to himby the al- 
lied Townes of the Dutche Harſesin Gruene 2 

QErie 
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| diners iniuries c6mitted againſt them in our Realm, 
and [tkewiſe vpon complaint made by them againſt 
the Companic of M.M. Adventurers, without hea- 
ring anic aunſweareto bee made to the ſaide Hanſe 
Townes in diſproote of their complaintes, the ſame 
' being moſt notorious vniuſt,and not to be ivaintey- 
ned by ante tructh, And yetneuertheles by this Mi- 
date the Engliſh Merchantes, namely the M.M.Ad- 
venturers are torbidden to vie anic traftique of Mer- 
chandife within the Empire, but are commanded to 
depatte from thence vpon great paines, and to for- 
care openlie, and ſecretlie, from all hauens, 8 lan- 
ding places, orto vie anie Commerce by water, or 
by lande in the Empire,vpon paine of apprehenſton 
of their perſons,& confiſcation of their goodes, with 
ſundrie other extreeme ſentences pronoficed againſt 
our {aid ſubjettes : heereupon, although wee haue 
ſent our letters expreſlely to the Emperor, and to the 
EleQors,and other Princes of the Empire, declaring 
our opinion of this proceeding, to be vniuſtlicpro- 
fecuted by the faide Hanſe Townes , and therefore 
hauc required to haue the ſaid Mandate either reuo- 
ked, or la pended, yet beeing vncertaine what ſhall 
follow herevpon, wee haue thought iragreeable to 
our honour, in the meane tyme, to commaunde all 
ſuch as are here within our Realme, appertayning to 
the ſaide Hanſe Townes, ſciruated in the Empire,and 
eſpeciallieall ſuch, as have any reſidencein our Cit- 
tic of London, either in the houſe commonly called 


the Steclyarde, orin any other a ellwhere, = 
or! 
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forbeare to vſc any maner of Trafhque of Merchan- 
diſc, orto make anie contraQtes, and likewile to des. 
parte out of our Dominions in like forte, as our. 


lubices are commanded to departe out of the Em- 


pire, vpon the like paines, as are conteyned againſt 
our {ubieRtes in the ſaid Mandate. And for the exc- 
cution of this our Commaundement, wee will, that 
you the Maior of our ſaide Cittie of London, & the 
Sheriffcs, ſhall foorthwith repaire to the houſe, cal- 
led the Steelyarde, and callinge before you ſuch, as 
haue charge therof,or doe retide there,to giue them 
knowledge of this our determination & command- 
ment : "Charging them by the 24th of this moneth, 


{being the day that our Merchauntes are to departe 


from Stade) they doe departe out of this our Realm: 

charging them alſo,that they giue knowledge there- 
of ro ſuch,as bee of any ofthe Hanſe Townes,belon- 
ging tothe Empire, remayninge within any parte of 
our Realme, to departe likewiſe by the faide day. 
And you the Maior, and the Sheriffes, calling vnto 
you twoo of the Officers of our Cuſtome-houle, to 
take poſſeſſion of the {aide houſe the ſaid 24.day, to 
zemainein our cuſtodic, vnuill we ſhall vnderſtande 
ofanie more fauourable courſe taken by the Empe- 


our, for the reſtitutis of our ſubics to their former 
Jawfull trade within the Empire, & this ſhalbe your 


warrant for the execution of the premifles , In wit- 
nes whereof we haue cauſed theſe our letters to bee 
made patent, witnes ourſclt at We#min#er: the thir- 
ecenth of Jaguaric in the Fourtycth yeare of our 

Ratigne. 
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Raigne. In this ſtate the matters haue honge euer 
ince, the M.M. Adventurers till expeQing a Diete, 
or general aſſemblie of the Princes,and States of the 
Empire, in hope that by her Maieſtics gracious in- 
tervention for them,the aboue ſaid M3ridate may be 
cither abrogated, or ſuſpended, and they reſtored to 
their former trade, & Priuiledges in the Empire , for 
without ſuch an aſſemblie this can not bee done, (as 
appcareth plainlic by the anſwear of the Emperour, 
and Princes vnto thole letters whiche ir pleaſed her 
Highnes to write by theaboueſaid Maiſter V/rothe, 8 
M-* Zeſreur) & on the other fide the Hanſes (till labou- 
ring,to haue the aboucſaide Mandate extended and 
rctched tarther then the contentes thereot will bear, 
to witt, that all Engliſhmen generallic, & all Engliſh 
wares ſhould be baniſhed,and forbidde the Empire: 
for that otherwiſe they ſee, that they looſe their la- 
bour,and coſt,& the Merchantes Adventurers finde 
meanes,to continue their trade, & to vent the com- 
modiries of their Countrie in Germanie, maugre all 
that their aduerſaries, and ill willers can doe,though 
not in that forte that were conuenient, but becauſe 
you ſhall ſee, what cauſe the Harſes haue to coplaine 
in ſuch clamourous manner, as they doe of injuries 
done them in this Realme, I will giue you the view 
ofa Decree of the Right honourable priuie Coun- 
ſell, giuen at Weitminſter,the 24** day of Februariein 
the {1xth yearc of the raigne of King Edward the fixt, 


in theſe wordes following. 
” | Sz In 
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In the matter touching the Information exhib. 
Decree + tedagainſt the Merchantes of the Hawnſe, common. 
Hants in lie called the' Merchauntes of the Steclyarde, vpon 
me 8218% good conſideration, as well of the ſaid Information, 

os Ange fog . © 
#d--ard:he as allo of the aunſwere of the ſaid Merchaunts of the 
kai =Stcelyarde,and of ſuch Recordes, Writinges, Char- 
ters, Treaties, Depoiitions of witneſſes, and other re. 
cordes, and prootes, as hath been exhibited on both 
parties, 1t was founde apparaunt to the Kings Maie- 

{tics prinic Counſell as tolloweth. 

/ Fuit, itis tound, thatall liberties, and priuiledges 
pretended to be graunted to the faid Merchantes of 
the Haunſe, be void by the lawes of the Realme, for- 
almuch as the ſame Mcrchauntcs of the Hazfe, haue 

2 no ſufficient Corporation torecciue the ſame: It a 
peareth alſo, that ſuch graunt, and Priviledges,as the 
{aid Merchauntes of the Haunſe doe claime to haue, 
doe not extende to anic perlons,or townes certaine, 
and therefore vncertaine, what pcrſons, or whiche 
eownes ſhould cnioye the ſaide Priviledges : by rea- 
ſon of which vncertaintie,they haue,and doe admitt 
to be free with them whom, & as many, as they lift, 
to the great preiudice, and hurt of the Kinges Maie- 
ſties Cuſtomes, and yearelic hinderance of twentie 
thouſand poundes,or neare thereabouts, beſides the 
common hurt to the whole Realme. It appeareth 
alſo, thar if the pretended grauntes were good by 
the Lawes of the Reknemein eade then nor, 
yetthe ſame were made vppon condition, that they 
ihould not avowe, or colour anie forcignes goodes, 

QZ 
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or merchandiſes, which codition'the ſaid Merchants 
of the Hayſe haue not obſerued, as may appeare by 
office founde remayninge of recorde inthe Kinges 
Maieſtics Excequer, and by other ſuftcient prooues 
of the ſame. It appeareth alto, that one hundred yea- 
res.and more, atter the pretended priviledges graun. 
red to them, the foreſaide Merchaumes ot the Hanſe 
viedto tranſport no Merchandiſe out of this Realm, 
but onely into their owneCuntries,neither to bring 
into this Realm anie wares, or merchandiſe, but on. 
lie ſuch, as were commodities of their owne Coun- 
tries: where at this preſent they doe not onely con- 
veighethe Merchandilc of this Realme into the baſe 
countries of Brabant, Flaunders,and other places near 
adioyning,and there (ell che ſame, tothe great dam- 
mage, and, ſubyer{ton of the laudable order ot the 
Kings Maieſties ſubietes tradinge thoſe parties for 
Merchandiſe, butalſo doe bringe into this Realme, 
the Merchandiſe, and commodities of all forcigne 
Countries, contrarie to the true meaninge of the 
grauntcs of their Priviledges, declared by the aun- 
cient viage of the ſame : by meanes whereof the 
Kinges Maicſtic hath not enely loſt much in hisCu. 
ſomes, but alſo it is comtrarie tothe conditions of a: 
Recoigniſance,made inthe tyme of King Henry the: 
ſcuenth. Itappeared alſo, thar likeas the Priviledges 
heretofore graunted to the faide Merchauntes of the 
Steelyarde, being at rhe deginning reaſonably vſed, 
were commodious,and much profitable vnro them, 


without anic notable,exceſſiue,or enorme prejudice 
= D3 0 


mm 


. Engliſh Merchants, contraricto the ſaid Treatic,yet 
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to the Royall eſtate of this Realme, ſo nowe of late 
ycares, by taking of ſuch,and ſo manie as they liſt in- 
to their Socictie, and by bringing in the commodi- 
tics ofall other Cuntrics, as carying out ofthe com- 
moditics of the Realme into all other places, their 
ſaid pretenſed Priuiledges are growen lo preiudici- 
all tothe King, & his Crowne, as without the great 
hurt thereof, and of the whole cſtate of this Realm, 
the ſame may not be longe endured. | 
Item,in the tyme of King Edward the fourth, the 
faide Merchauntcs of the Hauſe torteited their pre- 
tended Priuiledges, by meancs of warre betwixt this 
Realme, and them, wherevpon a treatie was made, 
and agreed, that the ſubic&tes of this Realme ſhould 
haue like liberties in the lande of Pruſſe, and other 
places of the Haxnſe, as they had, and ought to haue 
vied there, And that no Impoſtes,new exaCtions, or 
other preſtes ſhould be ſett vppon their perſons, or 
goodes otherwiſe, or by other meane, then before 
ten, twentie, thirtic, fourtic, fiftic, yea an hundred 
yeares agoe,and aboue had been,or were ſett, which 
hath been, and is daily much broken, and ſpeciallic 
in Danzick, not onely by prohibitinge Engliſh men 
freelie to buy,& {ell there, but alſo in leauying vpon 
them certaine exactions, and impoſitions, contrarie 
to the ſaid Treatie : And notwithſtandinge, that di- 
uerſe requeſtes haue been made,as well by theKings 
Maieſties Father, as by his Maieſtie, for the preſent 
redreſſe of ſuch wronges, as haue been doneto the 


NO 


——— — —— — 


OF COMMERCE-E. 13f 


no-reformation hath hetherto enſewed, In confide- 

ration of which the premiſles, & ſuch-other matters 

as hath appeared in the examination of this matter, 

the Lordes of the Kings Maieſties priuie Counſcill, ” 
on his Highnes behalt decreed, That the Privileges, 
Liberties, and Franchiſes, claymed by the foreſaide 
Merchauntes of the Steclyarde, ſhall from hence 

foorth be,and remayne ſeazed,and reſumed into the 

Kinges Maicſties handes, vntill the faid Merchantes 

of the Steelyarde ſhall declare,and prove better,and 

more ſuthcient matter for their claime in the premif- 

ſes, ſaving, and reſeruing vnto the ſaide Merchantes 

of the Steelyardeall ſuch, and like liberties of com- 

ming into this Realme,and other the Kinges Domi-. 

nions, buying, (cling all, and all manner of trafticke 

and trade of Merchandile in as large, and ample ma- 

ner, as any other Merchauntes ſtraungers haue,or of 

right ought to haue within the ſame : This order a- 

foreſaid, or any thing herein conteyned to the con- 

traric notwithſtanding. This decree was firmed by 

T.' Ely Chauncellour: Winchefter: Northumberlande: Bed- 

orae» Weitmerland. Shrew burie: E. Clinton: T. Darcie: 

N. Wutton: and W. Cecil - By the contentes whereof, 

a man may plainlie ſee, that what ſo euer happened 

to the Hayſesin Englande, they them {clues gaue the 

occaſion thereof, and therefore had no iuſt, or law- 

full cauſe to complaine : Notwithſtanding Queene  _ ., 
Marie by the way of Receſſe,the lande being tull of riercuokery 
troubles, revoked this Decree, and reſtoredthe Hay. P<forclaid 
fes to their former Priviledges, in the moneth of - : 

# pt pz 
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prill Anfi.r 5 5 3. at whichtyme the Hauſer had thei 
Commiſſiuners in Ertglande about a Ticatic ofircd 

by King Eeward,and accepted by the Hanfes atier the 
abouclaid reſumption, wherevnro ſhee was induced 

! fortworeaſons: the one was,for that the Hayſes C6- 
miſſoners promiſed, that their inordinate trade, for- 

bidden by the lawes of the lande, and their too to0 

much frequenting the low Cuntries, ſhould be lett: 

2 The other was, tor that by mcanes of the daunge- 
rouſnes,and hardnes of the tyme, the aboueſaid De- 

cree of the reſumptis of the Hanſes Priuileges, could 

not be dealtin: but this promile of the Commilſsto- 

ners not beeing performed, the faide Queene in the 

Revocation YEAIE I 5 56. Cauled her forcfaid Reuocation to bee 
ofche fore- altered, and by a Decree reſtrayned the Harſes trade 
tion intothe lowe Cuntries with Clothe, and their brin- 
| gingin ofanie other foreigne Wares, then thoſe of 
theirowne landes only, ſuffering them notwithſtan. 

ding in other pointes, to vie their pretenſed Privi- 

ledges, and afterwardes, by mediation of Kinge Phi- 

bppe, yeelding to a further Moderation, with condi- 

tion,that the Haxſes within one yeare next enſuinge, 

ſhould ſende their Commiſhoners into England, to 
conferre, treat,and conclude with her Hignes Cofi- 
{cllours,in what ſorte their Priuiledges ought to bee 
taken,and vied: A whole yearc paſſed,& fue weekes 

beſides without anie newes, or tydings of any Com- 
miſsioners,and to requite the manifold fauours they 

had receyued, they at an affembly of the Hawſes at 

 Zabche, publiſhed an EdiR againſt all Engliſhe men, 
Of 


. camen excellentiſcims Regina propter hanc HModerationess 
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forbidding all Trade, or Commerce with them,and 
ſtaying the carying outof Corne, which was prout- 
ded for the ſeruice and neceſſitie of the Realm : yet 
for all theſe indignities,the ſaid Queene was conten- 
ted, that Commiſſarics on both partes ſhould meer 
in England,andagree vpon,and {ctt down a ccrtain, 
and immutable maner of Trade to be helde, and ob- 
ſcrucd on bath fides: bur the Hanfes were lo tarre 
from acceptinge of this gracious offer , that they 
wholy refuſed it, as by a petition of theirs exhibited 
to King Philippe, the third of Tune 1 5 57. appearcth, 
wherein they declare thecaule of that their refulall 
to be for that they could not haue in this Realin any 
other Tudges of theircauſe, but ſuch as were ſuſpect, 
not ſparing, or excepting the Queene her {elte, of 
whole good will, and fauour,, they had receyued {o 


often expericce,and triall. In theſe tearmes the Har- \,.....,.c 
ſed hetwene 
ber Maicthe 
& the las 


fes Privitedges ſtood all Queene H arres dayes, aftcr 
whole deceaſc her Maicſtic,thatnoxv is, ſucceeding, 
8&ftinding them as they were lett without anic other &, 


ground or foundation,thenthe Princes fauour, and 
. good pleaſure, yet at the ſollicitation of Suiderman,s 


others, Commitſsioners from the pax. 9h her High- 


- nes was contented, that a meeting, and communica- 


tion ſhould be helde inthe yeare 1 56 0.whereas the 
Hanfes ſtood,and inſiſted vpon their old treaties, and 
thoſe appointed by her Maieſtie propounded cer- 
taine other Articles, intituled, A moderation of the old 
Priwiledges,with this clauſe of ſingulare fauour, Neque 


4 
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ab wile ſuperiors legitimo Iure vita ex parte recedi wult, ſed : 
ſaluum ins, ſaluas actiones, ſaluar m_ reliqua omnem 
in hac Commercy cauſa materiam,cy ſibi ex altera parte, 
ſuis ſucceſſoribus, & ex altera parte Confeaeratis Ciuitatt. 
bus, & eorum poiteritati reſeruat : But the Hanſes Com- 
miſſioners not liking thereof, the Treatie brake vp 
without anie effet : In which tearmes the matter 
h _ nll the yeare 1 57 2.at which tyme new Com- 
miſſtonersfrom the Hanſe Townes, comming into 
England for other cauſes,they renewed their former 
ſewt,and petition: wherevnto they receiued this an- 
ſweare, That c6cerningthe Cuſtome of their goods 
: there ſhould nothing more be exacted of them,then 
was propounded to the former Commiſſioners in 


— -———  —<— 


the yeare 1 5 60. all this while her Maicſties ſubicdts. 
were depriued ofall priuiledge,andin diuerſe of the 
Hanſe Townes hardly,and extremely vſed, as at Dan- 
ficke, Denenter, Campen,and Swoll,tothe great hurt and: 
hinderance of the Trade, and becauſethe Harſes vn- 
meaſurably frequented the Cittie of Hntwerpe with: 
Engliſhe Commoditie,the M.M. Adventurers were 
forced to drawe themſclues,wholy to the ſaid City, 
and caue Berghen op Zoom, where they vſed to keepe 
ewoo Martes in the yeare : But finally the ſaide Ad- 
yenturers were conſtrayned to-leaue Artwerpe allo, 
and to feeke another place, as hath bene aboue re. ; 
hearſed, fo that inthe yeare 1.5 6 7. they obtayned : 
priuiledpes for ten yeares of the town of Hamburehr, F 
with this condition therevnto added. 9uod doe - 
fupradittis annis conce ſeia dittarum Privilegiorum reno- 
waretun 


OUTER, 
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wdretar , of continuaretar in inflaitum , ſi interim non ct- 
deret in ctuitatis ſue dannum , vel diſpendium : That the 
ten yearcs time beeing expired, the foreſaide Priui- 
ledges ſhould berenewed,and continewed for euer, 
if in che meane while no hurt, or damage happened 
£0 their Cittie thereby : But for all this when the ten 
yeares were almoſt complete, and run out, the Ham. 
burgers (1gnitied tothe M. M. Adventurers, that the 
time of their Priviledges expired, and that by a De« 
cree of the Hanſe Townes madeat Lubeke, they were 
enioyned,not to grauntto the ſaid Adventurers any 
longer priviledges, pretendinge the cauſeto bee, for 
that in Englande the faide Hawſes were reſtrayned of 
their aunclent liberties,and thatdaily new cxactions 
were impoſed vpon their goods,contrarie to former 
_ wh —_— the ſaid Hambnreers paſſed a = 
cree the 20® of Tune 1 5 7 8.whereby they abrogate 
all former liberties cornodrodtus Adellies 
and ordained, that after a prefixed day ſett downe in 
the faide Decree, they ſhould not emioye anic other 
priviledge,or immunitie, then anic other ſtraungers 
in the ſaid Cittie: which aſſoone as her Maieſtie,and 
her honorable Counſcill vnderſtood, they requited 
the Hayſes with a like Decree, which yet was ſuſpen- 
ded till the 25 % of Lulie 157 g.at which tyme her Ma- 
teſtie, not receyuinge any fatisfation at the mw 
handes, but to the contrarie vnderſtanding, that the 
faide Hanſes, at an Aſſemblie at Lanenburghe, the (c- 
cond of Nouember x x 7 9. had ſett foorth an Edicte 
forthe leuying of 7 ; vpon the hundred of all goods 
| Tz brought 
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broughtby Engliſhe men into their territories, of 
caryed out of the ſame, her highenes.vpon this occa- 
fion commaunded thelike decree to bee made, for 
the taking of the like fumme vpon the goods of the 
Hwfes : and 1a this eſtate the matter ſtood on both 
partes.till that by a petition put vp by the Alderman 


of the Steelyarde, this laſt decree of 7 ;. vpon the 


hundred was ſuſpended tor tour monthes , but the 
firit,becauic it depended vponthe reſtraint of Trade 

of her Maicſtics ſubic&es., the Lordecs of the Coun- 

fell rhoughr not good to ſuſpend, or reuoke the: 

fainc, till the contentes thereof were ſatiſhed, and: 

fiilflled: And thus I haue briefly, & truely ſett down 

what hath paiſed, and in what ſtate at this daye the 

whole controucrhe betweenher Maicſtie, and the 

Hayſes ſtandeth : by the diſcourſe whereot I doubt 

not, but it plainly appeareth,, that (as aforefaid) the 
Hanſeshaue no iuſt, or lawtull cauſe to complain, for 

that they hane themaſelucs beene the caule of all that 
Tic Zanſes happened : For firſt, the reluminge of their Priui. 
them {clas ledges in Kinge Edwardes dayes, proceeded of this, 
of the re- that they freed, & coloured mens. goodes, that were 
- wap tr none of their Societie,, and for other cauſes aboue 
)ezesinEn- rchearſed, Secondlie, whenas Queene Marie had 
g'and, revoked that, which had-been done by her Brother, 
fhee her ſelfe at length.revoked the faid Revocation, 

for that the Hanſes had: broken promiſe with her, in 
continuingan vnlawfulltrade in the low Countries, 
whereby ſhee-loſtin her Cuſtomes within the ſpace 

x” etfcleuenmonethes, more-then 9 3 60 pounde _ 
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ling,beſfides the damage ſuſtained by herſubicRes in 
their trade, and when as ſhee offred a meetinge for 
the deciding otall corroucrfies,the Henfes viterlic re- 
tuſed the ſame, & would none of it. Thirdly,her Ma- 
iſtic that now is, whe ſhee came firſt to the Crown, 
commaunded, that the Hanfes ſhould be vied,as well 
(yeainſome pointes better) then-her owne ſubies, 
but they in recompece of this fauour, not prouoked 
with-anie new occaſion, commaunded, that the ex. 
erciſe & trade of Merchandiſe graunted to her High- 
nes ſubiectes by the Hamburgers, cum clauſula perpetut- 
tatis ſhould be broken of,and diſannullcd: and after- 
wardes, when her Maieſtie required: a reformation 
of this their Decree, they inſteede thereof impoſed 
that exation of nia & three quarters vp6 


. the hundred: And ſo with their new Impotitions, 


their refuſing of a meeting, & coference inEngland, 
theirabuling of their libertie-in thelowe Countries, 
by docing manie things tothe preiudiceof her Ma- 
ieſtic, and ſubicces, by diminiſhinge the reuenewes 
of the Crown, by colouring other mens goodes vn- 
der the pretence' of ther” Priviledges, they were ft- 
nallie depriued of their liberties, & immunities atthe 
pleaſure of her: Highnes, yet: alwayes were more 


friendly vſed, then anie other: the ſubicdtes of the 
Princes iwAmitic, and league with her Maieftie, for 


the which they neuer ſhewedany ſparke otthanke- 
fulnes, but haue from time to time vniuſtlieaccyſed _ 
her Highnes toforeigne Princes,and States,her Ma- 
xcltics loving triendes,and C OR andto hs 
| T 3 day 
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day with much clamorouſnes& importunacic leaue 
not off to doe the ſame, without reſpect to. the per- 
ſon,and qualitic, of ſo excellent and gracious a Prin- 
ceſſe, and docing that, which is farre vnbeſeeminge 
their ſtate and condition, butif they thinke to gett a- 
nie thing hereby inthe ende, thcy are much deccy- 
ucd in mince opinion, their way to ſpeede is, to pro- 
cecde cum precatione & ſupplicatione, and not by way 
of force, and compulſion : Hagnorum NE Prin. 
cipum of Regum keroicts animis natura videtur inſitum, 


quod fiecti gr ducignon cogi velins. 


Defence of The third cauſe wherevpon the foreſaid Mandate | 
£1:  M. ofthe Emperours is grounded,is, The Monopolie ſed 
againſt the (AS is ſaidc) by the Merchaunies Adventurers : which to 
JaccrMai- beafalſe,and iniurious {launder,& ſurmize,needeth 
nopolie, None otherdemonſtration, then the true ſence, and 
definition of the woorde Monopolie it ſclfe : Duum 
Monopolium ſit quando vnas ſolus aliquod genus mercature 
Uninerſum emit, vt ſolus ſuo arbitrio venaat : cMonopolie 
is, when one man alone buyeth vp all that is to bee 
gott of one kinde of Merchandiſe, to the end thathe 
alone may ſel{ at his owne luſtand pleaſure, Which 
well conſidered, hath no communton,or agreement 
with the trade, and praQtiſe of the Companie of M. 
M. Adventurers, and the Townes where the ſaide 
companie haue reſided,orare refident in at this day, 
doe knowe,and can witneſſe, that thoſe of the faide 
Companie hauevſed, & doe vie an honeſt, ypright, 
and lawtfull trade Emprionic,Yenditionts gy Permutatia- 
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#z : which by all lawe is permitted, vitg 021 noitra 
ine contrattibus,& commercys, ſubſitere nequit, not 0n- 

lie with Clothe, bur alſo with all. kinde of wares,and 
Merchandiſes, So that, what focuer is free, and at li- 
bertie to-buye,& ſell, the ſame by no reaſon, or righe 
conſtruction.can be accompted a Moropolie : neither 
haue the Adventurers the ſole tranſporte, and trade 
 inwardes, and.outwardes of Engliſhe Clothe, and 
other Wares, but it is well knowen, and notorious, 
that allthe Members of the Harſcs,&not onely they, 
but alſoall the ſubiectes of Ypper, and low Germa- 
nic, andall other ſtraungers 1n league,& amitie with 
the. Crowne of England, a doe at their liber- 
ric and plcafure,buye,and cary out of the Realmeal. 
ſortes of Clothe, and Engliſhe wares, and may, and: 
doe bring in, and fell their own countrie commodi- 
ties without empeachment, or hinderance, payinge 
fuch dewties, and:cuſtomes, as they ought to paye: 
befides there are diuerfe-other Companies of Mer- 
chauntes, who are priviltedged to tranſporte Cloth,. 
&c. out of the lande into foreigne partes, and Cun- 
tries, as well as the Companie of M. M. Adventu- 
rers, which they doe ingreat quantitie : Moreouer,. 
the Companie of M. M. Adveturers hath no banke, 
nor common ſtocke, nor common Factour to buye,, 
or ſell for the whole Companie, but euery man tra- 
deth a-part, and particularlie with his-owne ftocke, 
and with his owne FaQtour,or fervaunt: wherevpon 
ieneceffarilie followeth, that foraſmuch,as the M: 
M. Adventurers haue not (as aforeſaid)the ſole _ 
ng. 
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ling, and traffike alone intheir own hands, either in 
- Englande,or on the other {idethe ſcas, and that Mo- 
 wopoly definitio cum ſus definito in the leaſt parte agreeth 
' nor, the [aid companie by no ſound reaſon, or argu» 
ment can be charged to bee anic ſuch Monopoliers, 
or priuate gaine, & lucre ſeckers,as the Hanfes would 
make the world belecuethey arc, neicher4s it tobee 
thought, thatby the ſaide M. M. Adventurers the ; 
 faide Harſes are brought to ſuch apparaunt lofſe,and { 
 hinderaunce, as by their complaintes they beare the | 
Empecrour, and States of the Empire in hand. Con- 
cerning that, which they allcadge, that the ſaid com- 
panic hauethcir Gouuernement,and officers, keepe 
Courres, and Afſerablics, make lawes, impoſe. mul- 
Qecs and penalties, and ſhippe at ſctttymes, 8 with 
appointed Flectes, out of which they would inferre 
a Monopdlie: It needeth none other aun{wear,then 
I haue atreadie made in this treatiſe, wherein is true- 
lic, and plainly declared the practiſe, and manner of 
the Companie of Merchants Aduenturers inall the | 
abouelaide pointes, and withall ſhewed the good, | 
-that commeth to the State, and common Wealth j 
thereby, and howe farre it is out of the compaſle of ? 
. Menopolie: A fault not us forbidden, but alſlowor- - F 
; 


thilie to be puniſhed in all well gouerned common : 
wealthes, 1mo hone#torum Principum ſubditis indignum: 8 
Befides,it is more then ſtraunge,that the Harſeshaue | 


the face to condemne that in others,as vnlawtul,and 
Monopoliſh, which them ſelues both in Englande, 
and cucry where elſe, where they now hauc,or _ 
ad 
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had their Reſidence, or Counters continually pra- 
Qiled: for who knoweth' not, that they had thetr 
Aldermen, or Conſuls, Treaſurers,Secrerarics, Aſſt- 
ſtentcs, and other officers, and kept their meetinges, 
Courtes, and Afſemblics, and vied Merchantes law 
among them (clues © And ifit were lawfull,and free 
for them (o to doe, why may it not beas lawtull,and 
tree for the M.M. Adventurers to doe the like 2 But 
(lay the Hanſes)theMerchants Aduenturers in their 
Courtes doe ett the prices of their own Wares, and 
of other mens, ordayning not to ſell, or buye other- 
wile, or at other rates, or prices, which is plaine Mo- 
zopolie, this how true it is, I appeale to the conſcien- 
ces of the verie Hayſes them {clues, and of all other 
Merchauntes, with whom the ſaide Companie doe 
deale, whether this be a tructh yea,or no : Belides,l 
may boldlie, & with a good conſcience affirme, that 
neither Linallche time of my ſeruice, neither the ol- 
deſtman living in the ſaide Companie, can faye,that 
cuer it was knowen, or heard, that any ſuch matter 
of ſetting pryce was once mentioned in any Court, 
or aſſemblic of the ſaid Companie : neither in deed 
was there euer any ſuch matter, but every ma rather 
ſtudyeth to keepe his feat and trade as ſecrete to him 
ſelfe as he can, for feare of his fellow, leaſt being eſpi- 
cd,it might be taken out of his handes : and further, 
itisathing abhorred, and condemned by the lawes 
of the Realme,and therefore,iftheCompanie of M. 
M. Adventurers could euer have been iuſtlic accu- 


{cd of the aid cryme, they ſhould not haue 
6. V Q 
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fo longe without deſerued puniſhment : laſtlie, the 
veric ſtate,and policie of the ſaid Companie,cannot 
abide, or brooke anie Monopolie,as being direcilie, 
& ex djamiro, contrarie, and an ouerthrowe to that 
Oeconomie : fo carctullie prouided for,and preſerued 
by the good lawes,& orders of the ſaid Companie: 
whereby there isa diſtribution of the benefites, and 
commodities of the Companie to all the members 
of the tame, ſo much, as is poſhble with great prout- 
dence, and cquitie ordained, ſothat eucry man, that 
will, or is able, may participate thereof, fo farre, as 
they will extende: Whereas if it were otherwiſe, the 
mecaner ſort ſhould not be able to liue by thericher: 
for theſe in ſhorttyme would with their great purſes 
and mecanes drave all the trade inwardes, and out- 
wardes into their own handes,and (as vpon the Ban- 
kers in ſome places)all mens-credites ſhould depend 
vpon their flecues, as hauing power to giue credite 


to whom they liſt, to ſell, or keepe vptheir wares, at- 


their pleaſure, 8 to rule the markettes,as they thinke 
$o0d : whereby it would come to paſſe, thata fewe 

all gaine,and growe mightic,and exceeding weal- 
thic,and all the reſt ſhall haue nothing to doe,and in 
ſhort time be brought to extreeme milſcrie, and po- 
uertie : but the gouerned trade of the ſaide Compa. 
nie is heere in the way, ſo that you ſee how farre it is 
from trueth, or likelihood of trueth, which is obie- 
Red againſttheCompanie of M.M. Adventurers on 
this behalfe, as beeing ratheran'viter enemie, then a 


— 


Keend, or liker of that greedic, &.inordinaiecowte: 
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25 appeareth partlie by that aboueſaide, and more e- 

uidently as well by the teſtimonie of ſtraungers of Tefimonis 
diverſe Nations, as alſo by Atteſtations, vnder the and whole 
: ſeales of greatand tamous Citties(whereof ſome are Cities on 

| the Com- 
# of the Haxſes them ſelues) which I haue {ett downe, panies be- 
# not onely tor the credite, commendation, and juſti. 74! gain 
fying of the faide C6panie, but withall for the more ofongpe- 
maniteſtation of the trueth of that, which hath been ic. 
aboucſaide. And firſt, the Senate of Hambrough, at 

ſuch tyme, as they cauſed to bee.denounced to the 
Companie the expiration of their Priviledges, did 

in their Inſinuation the ninctenth of Tuly 1577. ex- 

preſlie put theſe wordes: ue quidem Denunciatio non 

£0 anims fit, quod Societas Mercatorum, que ſe hone#tt in 

hac Ciuitate geſsit, & integritate ſua bonorum virorum be- 

| nenolentiam meretur, Senatui noitro moleita, & gran ſit, 

z wverum ſolummodo,ut patts ſatisfiat : And afterwardes, 

| | Etenim (i inclita Societas Mercatorum florentiſcimi Regne 

£ Angliz dintias in hac Ciuitate commorari,mercaturam ex- 

ercere,e+ hoc nomine noua patta poiieaquam priora expira- 

4 runt cum ſpettabilt Senatu inire in anims habeat , Senatus 


f officio ſu0;& equitati non deerit. Whereby it appeareth 
p in what eſtimation the ſaid Senate held the Compa- 
£ nicof Merchantes Adventurers, in that they noton- 
lie commended them for their honeſt cariage, and 
integritie, buralſo offer them further fauour,anden- 
tertainement in their Cittie after the ending of the 
former priviledges, which were agreed vpon but for 
ten yeares, yetwith this Addition, 20d clapſis ſupra 
dittis annys conceſsio diftorum Prinilegtorums renouaretur, 
| FH 2 & CON 
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CF continuaretur in infinitum, ſi interim non caderet in Ci- 
witatis ſue damnu, vel diſpendium : Now that the faid 
Citric recciued neither loſſe nor damage by the C6- 
anie of Merchaumtes Adventurers, the abouc writ- 
ten woordes of honeſt cariage, and integritic, pro- 
cceding from the Magiſtrates themaſclues in the ſame 
Cittic doe ſuftcicnthe beare witnes,.and fance that 
timealſo more particularlie the ſaide Senate of Ham. 
brouehe docth touche that point of Moxopohe in a let- 
ter written tothe Gouernourand Generalitic of the 
{ſaid Companie in Augult 1 5 8 6. wherein they lay, 
that although they cannot denic, but that there were 
complaintes made vnder that name of cAonopelie to 
the Emperour, and Princes Elcc&tours, tumen noitra 
cum-ſufſragatione,es approbatione eaſdem inititutas eſſe co- 


[kanter negamus: Ideog, quum he Actiones ex aliorum po- 


tins ſuffragys, quam ex noftra voluntate, 3 arbitrio atpen- 


deant, non aubitamus, ©WHaenificentias; & Dominationes 
wveitras diuerſorum diſcrepantes intentiones, & ſententias 
waturiore iudjcio diſcuſſuros:{0 thatin this point a man: 
may ſee they agreed not with the reſt of their fel: 
lowes, whole docinges they diſclaime as hauing no- 
voice or allowance of theirs. Likewiſe the late Lord: 
#gaard, Earle of Eait-friſelande in alctter by him writ- 
ten in aunſ{weare of a Mandate from the Emperour,. 
the 26 of Iuly 1-5 8. concerning the aboueſaide: 
flaunder of Aonocpotre, and Monopolithe trade vied 
in Embatn by the Englith, hath theſe woordes : Now- 
what ſoener is freeto all men;and forbidgen tonone,o when 
Kt tedetl nat to the private.commuditie of oye, or of ſome 
| 4 fon 
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few fingnlare perſons, nor goeth wpon anie one ſorte of Wares 
(as hee had ſhewed that the Trade of the M,M. Ad- 
venturers did not) whether this be a Monopolic, or Mone- 
poliſh trade, that referre I moit humbly toyour Alaieities 
conſideration , beſides the Title of ©Monopolies in the lawe 
declareth, whether it be ſo yea, or no-: it was therefore nener 
my meanne, or thought to eraunt vnto the Engliſh, or anie 
other ſuch Monepoliſh trade, bat ſuch, as the law permntteth 
to-all men':-And in verie deede there is no ſuch Monopol:ſhe 
trade wſed at Embaen, and 1 therein referre my ſelfe to anie 
tuft rode and all both ſtraungers,and others, which «naer. 
ftande theſe doeinges, can heerein witnes the ſame with mee> 
Fhis teſttmonie of the Earles,.the Senat of the towry 
of Embaden,.confirmed by an Atteſtation vnder their 
common ſeale, bearing date the 28 of Iuly r5 8 2; 
the true copic whereot,& of other the like vnder the 
feales ofthe Cittics of Antwerpe, « Middelburgh, and: 
Fade, T haue ſett downe at the ende of this Treatiſe, 
whereby T doubt not, but al the world may percciue 
that the Imputation of /onopolieto the Companic 
of M.M. Adventurers, is but a malicious, iniuriovs, 
and altogether falſeſlaunder, deuized by the Havſes, 
(as T faide before)to drawe the Emperour,and Prin- 
ces of Germanie, to-aſſiſtthemrin the obtayninge of 
their vniuſt pretences,and vnreaſonabie demaundes: 
m En oland,to the diſhonor ofher Maieſtic,and hurt 
of the whole State, as muchas in-them lyeth, which: 
God defend thatthey ſhould haue their willes in; 
Lafflie,toknitt vp this point, Twill adde herevnto as 
a golden Coronis of all thathath been faide, the iudg- 
V 3 ment 
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Her Mai. ment of her Highnes our moſt gracious Soueraigne, | 
iecleareth and thetruc detence of the ſaide Companie in cer. 
the MM taine her Maicſties letters to the Emperour, and di- ; 
of Mono- Uucrſe of the Princes of Germanic : and namelic in 
poli. oneto the Emperour written in Nouember 1 5 95. 
the cight of the ſaid Moneth, in theſe woordes: Mo- 

nopolinm porro de quo Hanſeatici ſubditos noftros crimini- 

tur, calummie potius , quam vere accuſationis rationem pre 

ſe ferre videtsr, ab ipjts enim Impery ſubditts, qui Londint 
reſident, diligenter inquirt inſsimus, ſi quid ſolidi de iniquis 
ſubditorum noſtrorum negotiandi rationibus referre poſſent: 
illi ero ingenue reſponderum, ſe nihil ea de rein commiſcis 

habere, acturos tamen ſe quamprimum per literas cum: ſuis 
Maioribus, quumg, demum quid reſponſi acciperent, id 10- 

tum fideliter relaturos : queitionem preterca ea de re cume 

ſubd noitris inflitui mandauimns, Ill; vero authenticis 

ſeriptis edocent, negotiandi ipſorum rationes a plarimis Ci. 

witatibus in Belgio, Pruſoia, atque alibi vti honeſuſcimas 

probari, atque quum due Impery Ciuitates ſint, que eunm 

 noſtris maxim negotiantur, Lubeca,& Habureum illarum 

altera publicis hiteris, v1 noſtri oftendunt teſtata eſt ipſoruns 
Negotiationem ab omni Monopoly ſuſpicione vacua eſſe, ſeg, 

illus obietTe criminationis participes nunquam fuiſſe : 'f, 

vero Hanſeaticors inſtiteres plura ea de re ex Dowinorum 

ſuorum expettata in ſcriptis comiſcione oppoſuerint, ſe quoq, 

pluribus in ſcriptis reſponſuros humiliter obtulerunt . This 

whole letter, tor that it conteyneth matter woorthie 

the knowledge concerning the Hanſes, T have added 

ynto the ende of this Treatie: Her ſaidMaicſtic in an 

other letter to the Emperour, dated the 20 ® of De- 

fe | | cember 
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cember 1 5 97. ſent by Maiſter 195n Wrothe, after her 
Highnes had complayhed of the vnorderlic ſettinge 
foorth 8&publiſhing of the Emperors Midate forthe 
reaſons in the faid letter at large ſer down, hath theſe 
words following: 9s ſi pauls attentins Mateitas veſtra 
ratione animog, ponderaſſet, & ea que literis noitris auno 
15 952? men eg, Nonembri omfrides ſunt comprehenſa 
collatione cum vefiris literis menſe Iuly fatta, diligentiud 
conſideraſſet ( de quibss literis vel fattioſorum homini ma- 
chmationibgs vos celatos eſſe,vel a quibuſdam ex tjs qui ve- 
fre Maieſtati ſunt a Conſilys non optima fide vobiſcum att 
eſſe magnopere fuſÞicamur ) nobis cert? perſuaſiſcimum e#t, 
vos hanc rationem tam iniquam Edith contra nos, ſubdi- 
#9ſq, noſtros weftro Imperio handquaquam ſubiettos, pro- 
m_—_— wnngquam fuiſſe ſuſcepturos, ſed potius repudiatu- 
70s has commentitias Hanſeaticorum querelas : quivns qui- 
dam preter eorum merita par,atque eadem libertasin Mer. 
caturis apud nes faciendes, que noitris homimibus conced. 
tur,oblata eſt: _—  fatturos fuiſſe, vi attiones noſire re- 
wotis partinm ftudys, fictiſg, delationibus ad rations nor. 
man 7 aquitatis, ac inſtitie ponderibus exammaretar. 
And in lettersat the fame tyme written to the Prin- 
ces of Germante,and ſent by the faid Maiſter Wr02h, 
& M* Stephen Lefare, to wit,tothe Adminiftratour of 
Saxonie,to the Palſgravevpon the Rhine, the Eletor 
of Mentz,and dincrfe others, her Maieftie writeth-in 
theſe woordes : Fodem porro Editononnulla in priſcans 
quandam fubditorum nofirors Societatens ( quam Adven- 
tarariorum vocant) obiefta commenoratur ,atque ex farm 


proſcriptionis veluti ſententia infertur ,qua & ex __ fi 
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nibus diſcedere, atque ab omni intra eoſaem emenat ac ven» 
dend; wſu abitinere iubentur : que quidem res adrniratione 
digna videtur, maxim? quis lnteris noſtris ad Imperatorens } 
menſe Nouembri ,anno 1 5 9 5.4 Comitys que Ratiſ bone 3 
nonageſimo quarts habebantur dutis ad ſingula Editto hos 
repetita abunde reſponſum, ac firmiſs1ms rerum momentis | 
ſatisfactum fuerit,quo ſane credendum nobis erat Ceſarean 4 
AMateitatem biennium pene ſilentio interpoſito retionibus C 
4 nobis allatis acquieuiſſe . Quod fi quid adhuc duby ſuper- 
eſſe viſum fuiſſet, & Inſtitia, e&F Regie noitrs dignitatts ra- 
20, quam ſub diuino numine _—__ gerimns, pro amict- 
ta em noftra qua ſantle hattenus cum Imperio colut- 
mus, aut per literas,ant per internuncium aliquers nobis ex- 
ponendum illud poitulaſſet : Nunc vero hunc m modum ſub 
ſilentio ex improuiſo, etiam Typis expoſiſſe que ad noſtrans 
iniuriam (ipſa quoque in ſubditos noſtros Tuſtitia wiolata) 
faciunt, indecorum omnins fuiſſe arbitramit : omnin enim 
opinione iniquum merito habendumwviros probos nunquan 
auditos,aut vecatos ex malenolorum obiettts calummys, nec 
probatis,e7 nt quidem rite examinatis pores =—_ 
tia, etiam contra ipſam ſacri Impery liber tatem multtaſſe. 
Thus you ſee what the opinion of her Maieſticand 
of others hath been of the Companic of M. M. Ad- 
venturers touching Menopolie, whereof they are {lafi- 
dred by the Hanſes, whiche I doubtnot is ſufficient; 
though not poſſible to ſtoppe the}mouthes of the 
ſaid Hanſes, yet toconvince them of vntrueth,8 ma- + 
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That the Maintenance of the Fellowſhippe of Mar- 
chantes Adventurers hath bees and is for the 
Honour and ſeruice of the Prince and 
State at home and abroad. 


be 


a= Ll that which hath been afore at 
6) large ſett down,tendeth in effect 

| to the proofe of this point, as it 
pl it would pleaſc the diligent Rea- 
wa VA der to remember the ſame, & lay 

D' >: [ir together, would be ſoone per. 
ceyued.For whereas I haue1aid, 

and ſhewed that the Merchauntes Adventurers, as 
ſubicRes of this noble Realme,haue procured atthe 
handes of foreigne Princes and States many ample, 
and benehiciall luriſditions , Priviledges, Liberties, 
exemptions, & immunities, by vertue whereof they 


hauc erected a good, and covenient gouvernement, 


for the rule, and ordering of them ſelues, and their 
Trade, and exerciſe ciuile Iuriſdition beyonde the 


Seas: that the ſaide M.M. Adventurers area meanes 
ofthe preſeruation of the Amitie,& league betwene 
this lande, and the ſaid foreigne Princes, and States, 


that they advaunce the pryce,and vent of our coun- 


trie commodities,and bring in foreigne wares good 


cheape,that they are a maintenaunce of the Naviga- 
X tion, 


= © 
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tion, and encreaſe of the Cuſtomes at home, who ; 
ſecth not, and confeſſeth that all theſe thinges are to 1 
the high honour of the Prince, and notable ſeruice i 
of the Stateand Common Wealth : Beſides all this, 
ſome of the Princes of this lande haue knowen ſo 
well, howe to vie this Companic, and to make their 
vitermoſt benefite of them, that betides that the ſaid ; 
Companic hauc at {undrie times vpon vrgent OCca- F 
ſions giuen rheir credires for the loanes of great E 
ſummes of monic beyond the ſeas, for the ſeruice of 
the State, diuerſe of the Gouuernours,and others of 
the ſaid Copanic, haue in particulare not been wan- 
*ting, according to their dewtie, to doe their Prince * 
:good, and commendable ſeruice many times in the 
-affaires of the State; Further at the change of Prin- 
*ccs, and receyuing in of new,at triumphes for vito- 
ries, and Coronations, the ſaid Companie haue not 
forgott the honour of their Prince,and Cuntric,bur 
haue ſpent and laid out great ſummes of monie this 
way, ſo thatat ſome one Princes receyuing in, they 
haue conſumed aboue twoo thouſande Frenche 
Crownes in ſhewe or triumphal Arches, and name- 
lic of thelate King Philippe of Sparne,at his cntrie into 
the Cittic of Antwerpe in September 1 5 49. at ſuck - 
tyme, as his Father the Emperour Charles the fifth, 
transferred vnto himall his Seignories,and States in 
the low Countries: befidesthat Maiſter 10h Sturge- 
-9n: at that tyme Gouuernour of the Companie was 
atthe receyuing in of the ſaid Prince accompanied 


with thirtie Merchantes. of the Companicon _ 
| bac 
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backall in aliuerie of Purple veluit in grain coates, 
and paned hoſe embrodered full of filuer waves, like 
the waues of the ſea : their Dublettes, and drawinge 
out of their hole purpleſattin, their Hattes of purple 
veluit with golde bandes, faire brouches, and white 
feathers : and each of them a chain of golde about 
his neck of great valew : buſkins of purple velvitt, 
their Rapiers, Daggers, Spurres,Stirropps,& Bridles 
all gilt : the furniture of their horſcs was of purple 
veluir,Sadles,and Trappinges,&c.cmbrodered with 
golde,and green filke, and white, and green feathers 
on their horſe heades : they were attended with 
three { kore Lackies, apparailed in white veluitt ier- 
kins cutt, embrodered with ftluer twiſt, green ſattin 
dublettes,with hoſc,and buſkins of the ſame, purple 
veluitt Cappes, and green Feathers : behinde them 
roade the aboucſaid Gouernour vpon a white En- 
gliſh gelding,in a longe purple veluit growne, lyned 
with purple fattin : a black velvitt coat, and cappe 
with a fair brouche therein, and a chain of golde a- 
bout his neck: his Dublett, and Hoſe, with the trap. 
pinges of his Horſe were, as the other of his Com- 
panie wore, he was attended on by fix Lackies on 
foot , and three Pages on horſeback apparailed:as a- 
foreſaid: In which their doeing, they ſhewed them- 


| felues for the honour of their Prince, and Cuntrye 


nothing inferiour to the Merchantes of other nati- 
ons , namely the Germanes , Eaſterlinges , Italians, 
Spaniardes and Portugalles, and ſurmounting ſome 


of them in coſtly appaaile, furniture of themſelues 
&3 - and 
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and their horſes, and in other preparation, to enter- 
taine the ſaid Prince, whereby they wanne great ho- 
nour , and commendation to themlelues, and the 
whole Engliſhe name : to ſay nothinge of the late 
Duke of Mlanſons entertainment into the ſaid cittie 
of Antwerp inthe yeare 1 5 81. at which time Mat- 
ſter Chriztopher Hoddeſaonne then , and nowe Gouer- 
nour receiued the faide Duke with four ſkore Mer- 
chantes of the ſaide Companie, all on horſeback in 
very ſeemly, and decent forte, apparailedin blacke 
veluitt,and moſt of them with chains of golde about 
their neckes,for the which the ſaide Goucrnour and 


Companie receiued thankes, and commendation 


from her Maieſtie, and the Lordes of the Counceill, 
whereof fome were beholders of that aboueſaid,and 
made honorable reporte thereof vnto her Highenes 
at their returne home. In deedes of Pictie, and Cha- 
ritie they hauenotalſo been wanting, as well appea- 
red by the foundinge of Chappelles in oldetime at 
Briedes,and Middelbrough,and lince in mainteyning 
the exerciſe of Religion amongſt them in all the 
places of their reſidence hetherto, yea euen amonge 
thoſe, who could not well away with the ſame : as 
alſo by their Chriſtianlike care, and prouifion for 
the poore, the comfort whereof many a diſtreſſed 
= one, ſouldiers, and mariners, &c. of our Nation 
auc found, and daily finde : befides their liberalitie 
is knowen toa great manie, who heretofore haue 
taſted the ſame, eſpecially thoſe , who haue, and doe 
recciue yearcly pentions from them , partely in re- 
MEM- 
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membrance, and gratification of paſſed ſeruice,and 
partlic for their better relief, maintenance ,& ſuſten- 
tation in their olde dayes as alſo in learningand o-: 
therwiſe: herevnto may be added the great,and con- 
tinuall charges, which from time totume they haue 
been at, and ſtill are in theſe troubleſome tymes, 
through the manifolde diſturbance,remoouing,and 
alteration of the Trade about the procuring of new 
Priuiledges , and refidence for the better vent, and 
vtteraunce of the Commodities of the Realme, and 
maintenaunce of the Commerce, and trathcque in 
forcigne partes : And when for the defence of the 
Realme, ſhippes haue been to bee made out, it hath 
coſt them notable ſummes of money, as by their ac- 
compres thereof doeth appeare:all which could not 
haue been done, but by men vnited intoa Societie, 
or Companie, as would bee too too evident if once 
all were ett at libertic,as ſome would haue it: for the 
it would in few yeares come to paſſe, that we thould 
neither haue priviledge,nor juriſdiftion abroad, the 
freendſhippe, and kinde viage of our neighbours 
would waxe colde, and faint, yea we fhould goe to 
the walles, bee wronged, and exacted vpon euerie 
where, our Countrie commodities would growe 
vile, or come into the handes, & managing of ſtrait- 
gers, at whofe courtefic alſo,or atleaſt ofa few Cor- 
morantes of our owne Nation, we ſhould ftande for 
that wee haue ncede of from abroade : by meanes 
whereof, the incomes,and Cuſtomes of the Prince, 
would be fore diminiſhed,and the Nauigation de- 
TE X 3 caycd, 
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cayed : and laſtlie, if therewere occaſion either at 
home of anicthing of importance to be done on the 
{uddaine for the dctence ofthe Realme, the extraor- 
dinaric helpe of the M. M. Adventurers would bee 
wanting, and in foreigne partcs,if there were neede, 
cither of money, or other prouition for the ſeruice 
of the Prince,and State, no man would bee founde, 
and ſo neither credite,nor meanes would be tounde 
or had to {erue the turne with all,neither any man to 
doc anie thinge for the honour of the Prince, and 
Countric, howſocuer neceſlarie,or vrgent the occa- 
fion may be, cither gencrall, or particular: all which 
I doubtnot will be well conſidered of, and waighed 
by herExcellent Maicſtie, and thoſe whiche vader 
her Highnes haue the ordering, and gouuernement 
of the affaires,and ſtate of this noble Realme, that ſo 
the common wealth may proſper, & encreaſe in ho- 
nour, and flouriſhing eſtate, & that thoſe, which tra- 
uaile, and take paines to this ende, and haue from 
tyme to tyme been found profitable members, may 
becheriſhed, and mainteyned in their well doeinge, 
and encouraged to proceede,by vouchſaufing them 
—_— countenance, and favourable ayde, and al- 
iſtancc in their cauſes,and by vpholdingthem inthe 
full and quiet fruition, and vſe of their Priviledges, 
Charters, and Rightes giuen heeretofore with ſo 
good conſideration, and hetherto continued , to | 
the high Honour of her Maieſtie, and the gEnerall 
good of this Realme;as I hope in this treatiſe to haue - 


plaialic, and cuidentlic prooued, to the webpablc 
br atl. 
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fatisfaRion of all that loue not nouclties, or haue no 
outlandiſhe appetites : eſpeciallie of thoſe in hono- 
rable,and eminent place,for whoſe informatis prin- 
cipallic I vndertooke this labour, humbly prayinge 
that it may be well accepted, and bring toorth ſuch 


good, as is thereby meant vnto her Roall Maicſtie, 


and the wholelande, with all the members thereof, 
rhe continuall happines, and proſperitie wherof the 
Almightie graunt, by whom Princesraigne,& with- 
out whom nothing is happie, or perdurable. And 
you true hearted Merchantes Adveturers,for whoſe 
take I haue written this treatiſe, faint not in your or- 
derlie,and hetherto wel continued courfe vnder the 
fauour, and protection of ſo gracious and excellent 
a Princeſle, which you haue oftentimes proued,and 
ſcene, and bythe aydand Direction of ſo Honoura- 
ble, and Wiſe a Counceill, as that of her Maicſtics, 


of whom you may be well aſfured,to receyueall ne- 


ccſſarie,and reaſonable aſſiſtance in your honeſt,and 
commendable exerciſe, and feat of Merchaundiſe, 
mainteyne the credite and honour which you haue 
gotten abroade,continew in welt doeing, keepe you 
to your auncient orders, and Policie : Preferne vnion 
and concordeamongelt you diligentlicand caretul- 
lie, ex valeant qui diſriduum inter vos volunt, note them 
notwithſtanding,and looke vnto them betymes, for 
there are daungerous perſons, louers of them ſelues, 
and enemies to your good, and the well fare of your 
Societe, wherein they, and the Hanſes tumpe toge- 


ther and agree: for neither the one, nor the other 
g | would 
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would haue you to be a Copanie, for that is in their 
way, andreſtrayneth the ones inordinate gourman- 
diſc, and thirſt atter private lucre, onely regardinge 
the tyme preſent, and nothing at all the poſteritie, 
(which is a peſtilent & pernicious humor inal com- 
mon wealthes) and keeperh the other from praying 
vpon the common wealth of this Realme,8& hauing 
their will of the ſtate: as for the ſaide Harſes(launde- 
| rous complaintes,and accuſations of Honopele tor- 
ged without groiid of tructh, it ſhalbe for your cre- 
dite to aunſweare, where they ſhalbe aſhamed of 
thcir docinges, and atlength bluſhe, vendere tam wa- 
nos circur Palatia fumes : which you may ealilie doe, 
and without anie great charge : And tor the Harſes 
them ſelues, neither they , nor their meanes are ſo 
great, that the State need greatlie to feare them, for 
if we will but conſider the cauſes, that made them of 
eſtimation, and accompt in olde time, namely, the 
multitude of their ſhippinge, and ſea trade whereby 
they ſtored allCountries with the Eaſterne commo- 
dities, and {crued Princes turnes in tyme of warre,8 
of vic of ſhipping : wee ſhall finde that they haue in 
a manner loſt both the one, and the other long agoe 
in compariſon of that it hath been,and is now atthis 
day with them : And it her Maieſtic ſhould forbidd 
all crade into Spaineafter the example of other Prin- 
ces, they would in ſhort time be quitt of the reſt: for 
that tradeis their chiefeſt ſupport at this inſtant, and 
might be taken fr6 them : it it ſo were thought meet 
/—  wvato her Highenes, and the Lords,and others of her 
/ Hong- 
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Honorable Councell : Befides of the twoo and ſea- 
uentie confederate Hauſe Townes, ſo much ſpoken, 
and vaunted of, what remayneth almoſt , but the re. 
porte,and thoſe which remayne, 8 appeare by their 
Deputies whe there is anic afſemblie,are they of one 
minde? or are they able, but with much adoe, to 
bring vp the charges and contributions neceſlarie, & 
incident for the detence, and maintenaunce of their 
league, Priviledges,and trade in forcigne partes, and 
athome ? ſurely no: fo that it appeareth, that they 
are not the men they haue been, and therefore al- 
though their ſtomackes,& malice no doubt be bigge 
enough,yet weneed not much toregard, what they 
can doe, tor moſt of their tecth are out, &the remay- 
ncr are but looſe, and (eattered : much better there. 
fore wereit for them, to ſeck the recouery of herMa- 
teſties fattour,atd grace by ſome other more decent 
courſe, and meanes,then they haue of late praRtiſed, 
Precatio & ſupplicatio were fitter for them, and would 
become them better,as I ſaid before, let them rem&- 
ber the difficulties, which ſome of the Hanſe townes 
are alreadie brought into by their neighbor Princes, 
& what yet hageth ouer ſome other of their heades, 
for the preuenting or remoouing of the like, wherof 
the veric opinion of the good will, and friendſhippe 


of her Highenes would not bee alittle auailable,and 
may profite much heereafter : Wherefore like wiſe 
men,knowing their fault, and errour, let them ſhape 
another courſe, for this, whiche they hetherto haue 


runne will not bringe them there where they would 
" ow faign 
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faigne be: And when all is done, and that they have 
ſpent their monie, and wearied the world with their 
importunate complaintes, and out-cryes, doe they 
thinke that they ſhal recouer their priviledges in En- 
glande by forcing her Maieſtic, or the State ? I ſup- 
poſe they arc not ſo ſenſcles : As for the trade in 
Clothe out of England, which they ſo much con- 
tend for, I am of opinion if the matter were well ex- 
amined, that the ryotouſnes, and vnfaithfull dealing 
of their feruauntes, and facours, the adveture of the 
ſea, and charges, whenthey ſhipped, and helde the 
Steelyarde at London c6tideredthcy did more pro- 
fite by buycing ofthe M-M. Adventurers at Embaen, 
and Hamboureh, eſpeciallic the Merchauntes of Hans 
boaroueh,then by fetching of Clothe them ſelues out 
of Englande: But let that bee, as it may bee, I muſt 


_ confeſfe, that the auncient freendſhipp,8& Comexce 


betweene the Realme of Englande, and the Harſes 
( howlocuer they bee now decayed) ought not alto. 
vither tobe forgotten, that ſo by ſome good,and in- 
different meanes and agreement the Trade, & Ami- 
tic betweene the two moſt noble Dutche, and En- 
eliſh Nations might be made firme, andſtable,and 
the auncient, and friendlic netghbourhoode confir. 
medagainſt all humane Chaunges, and Chaunces, 
which are vncertaine,and variable: yet ſo,that ſtraib- 
gers be not preferred before the Naturall borne ſub. 
xete, whoat all times is, and muſt be readic troſcrue 
his Prince,and Countrey with his perſon, & goodes 
X home,and abroad,when the ſtraungers,6 x p ng 
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helpe wilbe farre off, and to ſecke: And therfore the 
demaund of the Haxfes in this behalte is very abſurd, 
and vnreaſonable, Nam ſitientibus noiris agris aliens 
irrigare, /inltum eſſe Leges ducunt,  ordinatam Charita- 
tems incipere a {cipſo, etia T heologi admittunt : wherewith 
I will conclude this Treatiſe, hopinge that therein I 
haue ſufficientlie declared, and made knowen that, 
which I tooke vpon meat the beginninge, namelic, 
T he Commadities of a well ordered Trade, ſuch as I doubt 
not, I haue prouecd that of the Societe, or Copanic 
of M.M. Adventurersto bee, and the Neceſſarines of 
the ſaid Soctetie in this loriſhing State. 

Duem Dews incolumem ſervet faxitg, perennem. 

That ſo the members, and partes therof may con. 
tinuallic, and daylie moreand more proſper, 
and growe vpinthe fame, tothe ha- 
aour of God, their Prince, 
and Countric. 


p 


Copieof aletterfrom her Mateſtie 
inaunſwear ofa letterreceiued from the 
Emperour in high Dutch, whereof the 
Mandate maketh m&@tion, but much 


differing from the contentes 
of this copic. 


WO LIZABET HA Dis gratia Anglia, 
p) Francie, & Hibernie Regina, fidet de. 
ſenſor ,@rc. Sereniſsimo Principt ac Do- 
NN 9 mino Domina RODOLPHO, Re. 
© 7B; | 7an0ri Eleilo Imperatort emper An- 
8) gu#o: Regi Hungarie, Bohemie, Dal- 
© matie&} Slauonie: Archiduci Auſtrie: 
Duci Burgundie,s tyrie,Carinthie & Win : Comt- 
ti Tyrollis,gc. Fratri cf Conſanguineo no#tro chariſcimo,, 
Salutes rerumg, optatiſsimarum feliciſimiiincrementum. 

Sereniſcime Princeps, Frater & Conſanguinee chariſsi- 
»e, Liter Serenitatis veitre decimo quinto Inly date, & 
#{le quidem Germanice conſcripte (quod! ſans mo aſpets, 


cum id genus idionatis hadtenus inter nos haud wſitatum 


ſit,dubitationeman camentitie eſſent non leuem ingeſs1t ) ſub 
finem Octobris reddite nobu fuerunt, quas quidem ex ſubie- 


Ha materia ad Hanſeaticornm initlantiam editas animad. 
wertimus. Ill vero dum abſoleta quedam Prinilegia in Re- 
eno noitro fibi ipſy vendicare 3 aan decreniſſent Anno 
octuageſimo ſecundo in Imperialibus comitys Auguita Vin- 
delicorum habitis, Mandatum ( vt hifce ſerenitatis veitr« 
bteris habetur )de communibius Impery as Dominiorum n0- 

| ls | frrorum 
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frroram commerceyjs pertnurbands extorſerumt : & 1am a. 
per anno nonageſimo quarto in Deputatorum connentis Re- 
ziſbone, de ipſorurs dammnis Mari per Thalaſſos nofirss (wt 
queruntur) illatis, deg, Mercatorum noftrorum in Imperis 
wegotiand rationibus ( quas ill; odioſa appellatione Monopo- 
hawocitant) nornulls allegatis e& deduciis, Mandatiillins 
Anguitani vim atque executtonem poitalarunt . Hac occa- 
ſtone ſerenitas veitza pro mutua Amicitia nofira ( quain &- 
wmantiſcime Sororis affettu libenter amplectimur) ſcriben. 
dum hoc tempore auxit, noſg, hiſce ſuis amice hortatur, vt 
de eruſmodi malorum remedys cogitemus,quibus fine quere- 
lis impoſito, onmnia in florentiſsimo CAmicitis ſtatu conſer- 
wentur. | 

Eo certe anims in ſerenitaters veftra totumy, ipſius Ins. 
perium ſemper fuimus,vt arttiſsime Amicitie tntra cunt ea- 
dem perpetuo tweri, atque inuiolate colere ſtatuerimus,quan 
qui 


animinoitri propenſionem,tiprore nata ſepins te- 
flatiſcimam reddere hattenns fluduimus, its deinceps mutus 
amoris no#tri officys nunquam deerimus. Ad Hanfeatico- 
rum querelas quod attinet, communes querelarum rationes 
ſubire Ullas neceſſe eſt: vt nempe qua mins rettt inſtitute re: 
periantur ſeipſes concidant. Atqui de memoratis Prinilegijs 
ſept iam alias reſponſum et : illa ipſa ante Inaugurationens 
noitram collapſa, atque ex allegatis & probatts publico ac 
ſummo Regni noftri Tudicio (a quo nullum Appellationis fo: 
rum aenoſcitur ) penitus -uerſaarque at olit i fuiſſe. Nos ve- 
ro alia nonnulla vt ten. *'-1 rationes ferebant,aliquamdin 
Hanſeaticis coceſsrmus ; donecipſt peculiart ipforum decreto, 
fubaditos noftros ram Hamburge cum laude reſidentes, nulla 
dignitatis nec amitia noiir ratione habita, nulla ex caufir, 

| # I Fn 
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nobiſq, ommnino #08 premonitis, temere exturbarent.Po#1 4. 
liquanto cum a ſerenttate vettra commeaatitias in fanorem 
Hlorum accepiſſemus,ad eaſdem omnino apud nos negotiands 
rationes, quibus ipſi noſtri ſubditi viuntur, ills in gratians 
ferenualis veſtre concedendas, ſatis nos inclinatas [ape often- 
dimus, nihil tamen li es in genere hattenus a nobis petie- 
runt . Nunc igitur ſerenitas veſtra cui Deus optimus maxi- 
m3 populos ſubiecit, multo rerum vſu edocta que nam ſint 
ſeeptra tenenai rationes, ipſa ſecum perpendat, an yjs aures 
prebende ſint, qui vetu#ta priuilegia Iuris ordine ſemel ab. 
iudicata, 0? tam olim penitus deleta , que mmuati ab priſcis 
temporum atque hominum mores non ferunt, e cineribus ſus 
ſcitare multa importunitate ſatagunt ? / .Qujs enimeſſet re- 
rumpub. ſlatus, ſi que tam olim inſlis de cauſis antiquata 9- 
portuit, ad preces cuinſpiam in wſum denuo reuocarentur ? 
Neque vero alicubi conſuctum et, neque ratione vila feren- 
dum vidttar , vt Alienigens in earum rerii ſu que Regno- | 
rum ſunt proprie, Indigenus preferantur: quin potins ſingu- r 
laris beneficy loco ducitur, ſi pares fiant - id quod nos Ciuita- 
ribus Impery (3 que petiniſſent , iadudum ob [ingulare Ami. 
citie whref 4 II" concedere ſiatuerammns. | ; 
Interim vero quibuſcunque Impery ſubditts,jn Dominys 
noſtris libere verſandt, & more exterorum negotiandi fa. ! 
cultatem nunquam negauimus, Domum propriam in Me- E 
tropol noftra, vbi ſuis moribus vinerent,ex gratia illis ſem- # 
per permiſimns: ita quidem vt Inre conquers non poſsint, ſe 
wii denunciatos hoites apud nos habitos vnquam fuiſſe_. | 
ud vero de dammis acceptis inſerunt, ita ſe habet. Cum 
ſuperioribus hiſce annis belloHiſpanico tmplicari capiſſemus, 
more aliorum Principum, bellica qreſidia hoſtibus =_— 
eaan, 
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denda, quantum in nobis furrat decrenimus:eag, de re Viet. 

nas Ciuitates premonuimns : atque ſt qui inbilivs hoc bells 

tempore #1 Hiſpaniam tranſþortare niterentur ,coſdem velus 
tt auxiliatores atque hoftium complices, aliqua ex parte ha- 

bendos, atque inhibitorum confiſcatione multtandos decla- 

raumus : his attis Claſoiars noitri im plurimas Hanſeatico- 

rum Naues rebus tnhibites onuſtas mciderunt: Naubus ve. 

roar Nautis ex immdulgentia dimifs1s, bona tantum inhibita 

lure belli ac Reeni noſtri inſtitutts fiſco commiſerunt . One 
quidemillorum Danma, ( de alys enim mhil nobis conſlat) 

mulcte nomine lure optimo illata wullo equitatis colore reſtt- 

enda Veniunt. 

_Monopoliuns porro de quo Hanſeatici ſubditos noftros 
Sriminantur, calummniz potius quam vera accuſations rd- 
tionempre ſe ferre videtur : ab ipſis enim Impery ſubditts 
qu Londini reſident diligenter inquiri iuſsimus, 1 quid ſo. 

di de iniquis ſubditorum noftrorum negotiand} rationibus 
referre poſſent. 11h; vera ingenne re nt, ſe nhil ea de 
rein commiſeus habere : acFuros tamen ſe quamprimum 
hiteras cum ſuts maioribus. Cumy, demum quid reſponſ1 ac- 
ciperent id totum fideliter relaturss . a preterea 
ea de re cums ſubditis noſtrs inſtitui mandauimmws : uli vers 
authenticis ſcriptis edocent, negotiandi ipſorum rationes 
phurimus Cinitatibus in Belgio; Pruſcia, atque alibi wti ho- 
neſtifcimas probari. Atque cum duelmpery Ciuitates ſit, 
que cum noſtris maxim negotiantur, Lubeca & Hambur- 
gum, illarum altera, publics literts (vt noſtri oftendunt ) te- 


fat eff , Ipſorums negotiationem ab omni Monopoly ſuſpicio- | 


we VICUam eſſe ſeg, illus object. criminations participems 


nunquane fuſe : Vs vers Harfpaticorum 1nſtuores, plure 
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ea de re ex Dominorum ſaorum ole commiſc;one, in 
ſeriptis oppoſucrint,ſe quoque pluribus in (criptis reſponſuros 
humiliter obtulerunt. 

Ad Auguitanum denique de comercys inhibendis mans. 
datyrz quod attinet, non ſatis intelligimus, qua ratione 1m- 
pery Principes rettt informatie privilegys aut alys quiouſ- 
cunque ad lura Regni noftri,ab Impery Legibus ſemper ab- 
ſoluti,pertinentibus, coonttionem ſuſcipere potuerint : neque 
ſane videmus quibus documentis eam in & tentiam adduct 
poſſent, vt commerciorum inhibitionem 1mperio, Serenitatt 


 weitre,ſibtipſis,aut ImperyCinitatibus,viilem fore arbitra- 


rentur. Quamobrem Mandatum illud uti obreptitie impe- 
rraturn, Iure optimo hattenus ſuſpeſum fuiſſe, ac deinceps ſi 


 ſpendendum eſſe merito exifttmamus. Interim vero ne quid 


mutu amicitie nojtre deſit, Impery ſubditos qui in Domi- 
ns noſtris forte verſabitur, more ſolito benigna protett;one 
noitra clementer tuebimur-: atque ſi Lubeca, Hamburgum, 
ant alia ſerenitatis veſtre Ciuitas, ipſius nomine gratiam 4 
nobu ſubmiſce poſtulanerint, qua negotiand; rationes maiort 
Spſorum commoado inſtituendas cupiant, Serenitatts veiire 
commendationem plurimum apud nos momenti habuiſſe f- 
cile —_ * nos viciſsin amanter petimus, vt pare gra- 
tiam ſubditis noftris in ipſius D ominys clementer impertire 
ſerenttas veitra non prauetur. Eidemg, interim felicia 0ws- 
niaa DE _—_ Maximo precamur. Datee Regia n10- 
ftra Richemidana oftauo Nguembris, Anno Domini 1595, 
Regni vero noftri xxxvy. 
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Acteſtation of the Cittie of Ant- 


werp, on the Companies of M.M. 
Adventurers bchalte. 


=; Niuerfts + ſingulis noitras praſentes 
2&4 Heras teftimoniales wviſurts vel audz- 
Dy uri, Burgimagiſtri cf Scabini Ciut- 
= 1417s Antuerpienſas in Ducatu Braba. 
EA tie, ſalutem. Cum pium ſit ac rations 
4b ZE D conſouum Veritatt teſtimonium per- 
[So=—__e , preſertims ſi pro conſeruanas 
alterius Tre requiramar , Hinc eit quod obntxe rogatt ex 
parte Magnificorum Dominorum Gubernatoris, Aſaſtentis 
communium Mercatorim nations Anelice, preſentt- 
bus hiſce fidem facimus & atteftamur diftos Mercatores na. 
tionis Anzlice qui pluribas ab hinc annis in hac noitra Ci- 
witate Antuerpienſi reſiderunt & adhuc reſident, honeſtam, 
licitam,es Reipub. wiilem ſemper exercuiſſe negotiationem, 
& etiamnum adhuc exercere in emendu, vendendis,es per- 
mutandis mercimonys aliſg, lecitimis Cotractibus ineundis, 
meque vilum feciſſe aiſcrimen inter Mercatores cum quibus 
tontraherent cutus ili eſſent nationts, dummodo ſoluendo & 
ſpectate fidei forent, quibus interdam praſententerdum ad 
gempns credita pecunia Pannos, Carſeas, aliaſg, Merces ſuas 
promiſcue ſemper vendidere.cy adhuc vendunt. In quoruns 
(dem haſce literas figillo huins Ciuitatis ad cauſas muniri fe- 
cimus. Datum die decima nona menſis Aprilts, CAuno Do< 
mini Milleſno quingenteſimo octuogeſimo po—_— -S 
FA ttentas 
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' C Atteſtation of eightand twentie 


Merchauntes in_Amnwerp of fundrie na- 


tions concerninge the Companies or- | 
derly Trade and clearnes from 
Monopolic. 


'6 NIV ERSIS & ſineults preſentes literas inſpe. 
(Turis fine audituris, Burgimagisitri, Scabint & Con- 
ales Ciuitatis Antuerpte ſalutem , Notum facimus ; 

'ac harum ſerie teitamur, Quod die infraſcripto ad inſtanti- 
am maznificorum Dominorum Gubernatoris, Aſsiſtentium 
& communitim Mercatortum nations Anzlice in hat Cini- 
zate reſidentium coram nobus comparuerunt D D, Ludoni- 
cusGricciardint Floretinnus,Carolus Lam Franchi, loannes 

Angelus Vergano, Gaſpar Renelaſco, Lamberins Lamberti, 
Simon T aſſa, Bartholomens Luquini, Bartholomens Balbi, 
watione Nati , Domini lacobus de Pardo, Petrus dela Pena 
Hiſpani , Domini Ferdinandus Ximenes, Rodrigo de Vega, 
Lnaonicus, Ferdinandes , Simon Rodrignes Portugallenſes 

ſine Luſitani, DD. Ioannes Putz, Jacobs Lange, leremias 
Gennts Germant, Domini T heodoricus de Moy, Ludonicies 

ae Becque, Iacobus van Yeweruen, Gualterus Schot, Henri- 

cus Moons, Daniel de Lomme!l, Arnoldus Boudewyns, Nz. 
colaus Rampart , Henricus van Homſſen , Ioannes vanden 
Steene, c3 Iacobus Schot, Cines & Incole huins Oppidi, om- 

-neſg, Mercatores, Burſavs eiuſdem ,Oppidi frequentantes, 
Hiri fide digni nobiſg, probe cogniti, Quj meds illorum itla 


ramen. 
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ramentis ſolemniter preFlitis inrauerunt & dffirmauerunt 
primo ad id inridice citati prediitos Mercatores Nationis 
dnelice, tam in hac Ciuitate Antuerpia, qua alys locis vbi 
negotiantur, Initamicitamg, negotiationem exercuiſſe, & 
adhuc exercere, neque quantum reſcire potuerunt eoſadem 
Mercatores profeſsionem feciſſe feneradivel dandipecunias 
ad vſuram aut Monopolys wſos fiuſſe,verum te contrario eoſ- 
dem ſemper exercutſſe & indies exercere initam negotiatio- 
nem, conſiſtentem in emendy, vendendis, & permutandis 
mercibas alyſque legitimis Contrattibus incundis. Item, 
prefatos Mercatores Anelicos illorum Pannos, Carſeas, ali- 
aſqg, merces omnibus & quibuſcunque NationibusChrittia- 
21 Orbis ſine diſcrimine venaere, prout etiam ditti Depont- 
tes nunquam reſcire potuerunt quod dicti Mercatores inter 
ſe aliquas erexerint Ordinationes aut Statuta, quibus ſits 
Pann, Cariſcis, aut alys mercibus certum prefigant preti- 
Kum, quo & 101 minoris dinend; debeant, Qutnims ipſoruns 
Begotiationem ſemper fuiſſe & efſe iberam , Praterea Mer- 
catores Anelicos in hac Ciuitate Antuerpiznſi & Embde , 
aut alibi locorum reſidentes pro magna parte atuerſos habe- 
re Miniſtros & Inititores,c7 ſeparata Domicilia & Maza- 
£e34,ut plurimum Pn 77 ſeparation negotiando pro ls- 
bito aly preſente aly ad texppus credita pecunta, itemque aly 
maiort, aly minort preta, wveletiam commtatione merciu#s, 
& alias, ſine dolo malo,In cuius rei teitimonium,ſigillum ad 
cauſas huins Civitatis Antuerpie preſentibus appont fect- 
mus, Die dectma nona menſis Aprilts, Anno Domini Mille. 


ſomo quingenteſimo octuageſims ſecundo, 
"i Atteſta- 
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Embden in Eaſt-friſcland, on the 


bchalfe of the Companie of 
M, M. Adventurers. 


| "NIV E RS1S,e+ ſingulss caiuſcungue Ordinis, & 
\ —_— has noſtras literas wiſurts, ſiue cognitu- 
ris,/Nos Conſules, Senatores, atque HMagiitratus 

vrbis Embd-e ſite in Friſie Orientali ſab tutela ſacre Ceſa- 
rex Mateitatis, Domini noitri clementiſs1mi, & Sacri Ro- 
2nani Impery exiflente Comitatu poſt debitam,cy demi(ſam 
. ſatutis, atque obſeruantie noitre ſignificationem,notum pu- 
blice facimus, ac teffamur : Dunm Ornatiſcima _Anelica 
Natio aliquot annos in hac Cinitate commorata wary ge- 
aeris mercimonia exerceant, & per ſunum Secretarium, ac 
Procuratorem dottum, & ornatum virum Dominum 10- 
hannem Moer, a nobis in pleno Senatu Teitimoninm de ra- 
tione Negotiationis , & Mercatus ſui petierint, minime id 
qutdem officy quantum nobis con1at , eis recuſandum puta- 
wimus: Duamobrem pro certo affirmamns,ac teftamur pu- 
blice, quod ditlz Anglice Nationis Mercatores,corum, 
miniitri, ex negotiorum geitores ( quos Aduenturarios v0- 
cant) quatenus nobis cognitum eft , quam din apud nos fue- 
runt, ſeſe ſemper hone#te, & legitime in ſuis Comtrattibus, 
& Negotutionibas geſciſſe, & adhuc gerere, honeſtum,libe- 
' rum, ac licitum mercatum in Pannis, Cariſeys , alyſque 
mercimonys emendis,wvendenais, 2 permutanats exercere, 
atque 


my 
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arque trattare, neque aliter agere, quam probes, & idoneos 
Mercatores , & Negotiatores agere par et, & decet. Pro. 
inde qurm HM agiitratns officy ſit ad id requiſiti, veritati 
ferre teflimonium, notiram quoque mentem ea de re publi- 
ce profitendam cenſuimus. In cuius rei confirmationem ſi. 
gillum noftrum ad cauſas ſcienter appendimus : Anno Do- 

mini ſupra ſeſqui milleſimum 0ttuageſimo ſecunde, vigeſt- 
2120 0ctaus die July. 
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{» Atteſtation of fourteene Mer- 
chaunts'in Stade of {undric places 
on the Companic of M. M. Adven. 


turers bchalfe. 


an NIV ERSISET SINGYLIS 
= = £4. preſcntes has literas viſuris vel audi. 
==. 1uris, quocungque dignitatis, honoris, 
2  eminentie gradu furrint , Nos 
,.CONSYVLES & Senatores Rei- 
Rs 2 pub. STADENSIS, Archiepiſcopa- 
_—_ tus Bremenſis, poſt debitam officiori 
noſtrorum oblationems 3 honorificam ſalutationem notum 
facimus,publiceg, atteflamur, quod ad inſtantiam Magnifi- 
ct, ſpectabilium + diſcretorum Domini Thoms Ferrers, 
Regie Maiteftatis _Anelice Agentis, & hattenns apud nos 
Prefecti aliorumg, Aſsiſtentium & Mercatorum Anglico- 
rum Adventurarie Socictatis , per aliquot annos in noftra X 
Cruitate reſidentinm , & iam tandem abitum fauente Nep- __ T 
tuno, dudum ſperantium, coram Nobis comparuerunt legi- | | 
time indictalitergue citati ſpectabiles &+ honeſti virt , fideg, | 
digni eſtes & Burſam Forumg, nofire Civitatis quotidie 
frequentantes, Domini Iohannes Calanarinus Lucenſis Ita- 
lus, Bartolomens Pels, Withelmus Bartolotti, Iacobus de 
 Greve, Antonins Boots, Hieronymus Heſter Simon de Beck, 
Aatthias de Keſtelt, Antuerpienſes, Franciſcus Boudewin 
Buſcoducenſis, Withelmus de Bari , Dornacenſis, Antonius 
Engelbrecht, Aquiserantſis, Antonius Geir, _ Io. 
ane 


i 
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A | 75 | 
hannes Philippus Stamler, et Georgius Mauritius, Auguſta. 
ni,ſatiſque & ſufficienter de veritate arcenda admonti, ſti. 
pulato, ſuv fide datarums dextrarum, in vim & ad effectum 
corporalis iuramenti, quod ſe deſuper re ipſa preftare, ſi re- 
quirantur, non gravari affirmabant, depoſuerunt & atte- 
ſtati ſunt,ſibi quam notiſsimum ſeq, ipſos expertos eſſe, Ad- 
wenturarios mercatores Anzlice nationis, huc v{que in n0- 
ſtra Civitate reſidentes,@iam ad abitum paratos,non Pan- 
nos modo,Cariſcias,Baiettas, fed & alias Varias & dinerſas 
mmerces ex a huc aduectas quibuſcungque orbis Chriſtt- 
ani incolis, abſque vilo diſcrimine Nationis aut Religionis, 
wvenaere,e3 viciſsim qualiacunque bona,ſibi placentia,ab a- 
lis redimere ant in ſoluths accipere atg; hiac in Aveliann ve- 
: mittere ſoleretemq, omnibus omnino Mercatoribus ſimi- 
liter liberum eſſe ſus merces in CAneliam deportari, ibig, 
wend,, aliaſq, quaſcunq; denuo emi & in Germaniam atqy, 
alias quaſcaque regiones, ſoluto ſolito telonio tranſvehi pro- 
{: curare, atque hanc Anglos po oi Mercatores legi- 
; timam inſtama, negotiationen in emends & venaendo alt. 

1 iſque licitis contractibus incunais non minus atque alios 
\ quoſlibet negotiatores in noſtra Civitate hattenus exercuiſ- 
ſe, nec ſibi notum eſſe, aut ſe vnquam audiuiſſe, quod Anglt 
| | Mercatores, hactenns apud nos reſidentes , profeſsionem fa- 
nerandi pecuniasve ad vſuram dandi fecerint gnulto minus 
pacta aut ſtatuta inter fe conſtituerint, quibus ſe invicem . 

obitrinxerint, aut ſuas merces certo precio, quod citra pa 
nam mutare nefzs eſſet , vendendas aut alienas ſimili. 
ter emendas : ſed e contra,omnibus eſſe cognitum, eruſdem 
bonitatis ſignique Pannos , Cariſeias , Baiettas , aliag, 
quecunque mer cimonia apud plarimos Angles CAdven- 
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furarie Societatts Mercatores; in dinerſis Tabernis && Do- 
micilys ſeparatis exiſtentes, tam Dominos quam Fattores, 
ant famulos ſine inſtitores, vno & eodem temporis momen. 
#0, reperiri, eag, non vn, ſed dinerſiſsimo pretio, ad duas, 
tres, quatuor, quinque, & plures etiam libras, & ſic nuns 
matore, nunc etiam minore pratio, preſente, vel ad tempus 
creaita pecunia, datis obligationibus, vel facta mercin. per- 
mutatione, provi cuinſque res tulerit, emi , atque pariter a- 
hias merces druerſimodb illis wendi poſſe,nec unquam ad no. 
titiam ſuam perueniſſe aut ſe reſcire potuiſſe Anzglos Adven- 
zurarie Societatis Negottatores, quovſque hic Stade wixiſ- 
ſent, de Monopolio ture & legitime accuſatos pulto minus 
Unquam 4 quoguan at A . CAbſque omni dolo, 
malo, fraude, & ſiniſtra machinatione . 1x cuins rei teſti. 
10num preſentibus ſolitum notre Ciuitatis Secretum ap. 
penai ſcienter inſsimus. Date a. d. 1 1 x. Menſis Februa- 
ry, Anno ſalutifere nativitatu unici Domini & Redempto- 
. #15 noſtri IESV CHRIST 1, milleſumo quingenteſined 
ronageſimo oftaus, * 
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Atteſtation of the Towne of Middelbrough 
in Zelandon the behalfe of the Companic of 


Merchauntes Adyenturers. 


Ninerſis & ſingulisnoftras preſentes literas teſtimonz. 

ales viſurts vel audituris, Bur gimagiſtri Scabini, Sena- 

toreſg, Ciuitatis Middelburgenſis in ComitatuZelandre 
Salutem : i pium ſit, e+ rationt conſonum veritati tefti. 
monium perhibere, preſertim ſi pro conſeruanao alterins Iure 
requiratur hinc eft quod obnixe rogati ex parte magnificoruns 
Dominorum Gubernatoris, Aſsiftentium, & comunium Mer. 
catorum Nationts Angliz,c Aduenturarie Societatts preſen. 
tibus hiſce fide facimus,gy atteftamur, dictos Mercatores Na- 
tions Anelie,qui pluribus abhinc annisin hac noftraCinitate 
MidAclburgenſ; reſiderunt, & adhuc reſident, honeitam, lice. 
tam, Reipub. viilem ſemper exercuiſſe Negotiation?, & ad. 
huc etiamnum exercere in emendts, vendend:s, & permutadis 
mercibus. alyſq, legitimis contraftibus ineundis, neque vllum 
feciſſe diſcrimeninter Mercatores,quibuſcum contraherent ca. 
iuſcunque eſſent Nations,dummoao forent ſoluendo,er ſpefta- 


te fidei, qubus interdum preſenti , imterdum creaita pecunia 
Pannos,Cariſetas, aliaſg, merces ſuas promiſcue ſemper vena. 


dere, adhucvendunt: Atteſtamur preterea nunquan nobys 


notun fuiſſe,aut audiatſſe unquam,qued dich Angii Mercato. 
res Aduenturari hatenus apud mos reſidetes profeſctonem fa- 
nerandi, pecuniaſy, ad vſuram dandi fecerint, nin!to minus 
patta aut ſlatuta inter ſeſe conitituerint, quibus ſe invicem ob. 


ftrinxerint,aut ſuas merces certo pretio, quod atra panans 
: A 4 mutare 
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wotare nefas efſet, vel alter vendenaas, ant aliency ſimilites 
emendas,ſed © contra otynibus eſſe cognitumi giuſdem bonitatis 
feniq, Pannos, Cariſetas, aliag, quecunque mercimonia, apud 
plarinzos Anglos preditle Socictatis Mercatores,in dinterſis fas 
 bernts, IR existentes, tam Dominos, quan 
Fattores, aut famulos, ſine Ini!itores vno, &+ coder iemports 
momento reperiri,eag, novno, ſed diuerſiſiimo pretio ad duas, 
ircs,quatuor quingque,cs plures libras,C7 fic nunc maiori nut 
mminort pretio,preſenti,vel ad tempns credita pecunia,datis ob- 
ligationibus, vel fata mercium permutatione, prout cuinſque 
res tulerit,emt, atq; pariter alias merces dinerſimodo illis ven- 
a; paſſe : Nec vnquam ad notitiam neſtram perneniſſe aut nos 
reſcire potuiſſe, Anglos Aduenturarie Societatis prediite Ne- 
gotiatores,quouſaue hic Middelburgi vixerunt, de Monopolio 
lare, & Leitind accuſatos, multo minus vnquam a quopian 


epvietos fuiſſe,abſque omni dolo,malo.fraude, & ſmiitra ma- 
chinatione.1n cus rei teſlimonium alterins Secretatiorum na. 

— fſlrorum manu Infirumentum hoc ſubſignari, nec non ſigillum 
ad cauſas apponere imſsimus, vt i ſimili negotio apud nos ef 
conſuetuns. : Atum ſeptima die menſis Inly Anno Domini 
CUileſima Sexcenteſims, 
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Faulres eſcaved in printing. 

Folio. 1. Lin. r3. for mare ,read mari. fol. 4. lin. 22,for honors read honor. fol. 5. lin. 9. for 
gread into. Fol. 23.1in. 6. for denized,read deuized. fol. 26.1in. 21. for revenues, read reve. 
newes. fol z1. lin. 15. for ſeauenthly, read fixthly. Fol. 36. lin. 14.for Geneall, read Gene- 
rall fol.33 lin 26. for 1414,7cad 1514 fol 40o lin. 21 for tought,read thought. fol. 49. lin. 
$.tor theic,rcad thoſe. fol. 50.1in. 10-for about, read aboue. fol 5 2.1in.21-for Fggard,read 
Eedard. fol 54. lin. 17.the woord [and] wanteth. Idem lin. 26. for Gaſman,read* Guſman. 
fol «5.lin. 7. and lin.1 3. for Weſendotp, read Weltendorp. fol. 67. lin, 5. for Companics, 
read Companie. to]. 69.lin 22.the word [will] wanteth. tol.72. lin. 30. for grounh, read 

round fol. 90.1lin 9. for Epmire, read Empire. fol. 25. lin. 29. for Egland, read nd, 
No 19. lin, 26. for faitfull, read faithtull. fol. 1 2 2. lin. 8. for Prince read Princes. Ibidem 
lin. 30. forlibertits, read liberties. Tbidem lin 30. for well, read will. fol. r 50. lin. 29. for 
Treacie, read Treatiſe. fol. 15 2.1in.26. for poſhible,icad pollibly. fol. 1 54. lin. 22. for ſhew, 
read {hewes. fol, 155. lin. 28. for growne, read gowne. fol. 159. lin 25 for diſſidaum, 
read diflidium. Idem lin. 27. for there,read they. fol. 164.lin 24.tor abſoleta,read obfſolera. 
fol. 165 lin. 30. for amitiz, read Amicinz. fol.166 lin. 3o for qrzfidia, read przfidia. fol, 
267. lin. 11.tor reftiendagread rellicucnda. fol. 16g. ln. z.tor Compalucsaread Companies 


In the Title, for Commodics,read Commodities. 


fol. r 51.1. 17. tor quidamarcad quidem, Lbid.lin.2t, for examinarctur, rcad examinge 
pentur, 


